
Revelation

Living in Hope

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our Summer class.  I hope we’ll soon be able to meet face-to-face, but for now I’m grateful for technology that allows us to still meet from a distance.   Some housekeeping reminders with this app:1. Please keep your microphone muted unless you wish to speak so that we aren’t distracted by background noise.  You’ll see the icon on the screen.    2. I’d like to make our time together interactive within the limits of our time and this electronic media.  I’ll occasionally ask you all a question, and I’ll also stop periodically to invite questions from you.  While there is a chat screen, but if you do type something I’m afraid that it’ll probably be too small on my screen and I probably won’t see it, so if you want to ask a question, please wait for the next pause and speak it.  So let’s dive in.  Attempting to cover Revelation is only 8 weeks is a little daunting. John must have felt a great urgency to write down everything he saw in the visions, and I perhaps feel an echo of that urgency to hasten through it together. You may have noticed that the subtitle on the website reads, “Hope for the Future.”  Sandra didn’t make a mistake, I’ve changed it, because Revelation is not just a book of hope for the future, but also for the present.  And since that doesn’t make a good subtitle, I’ve settled on “Living in Hope.”  This is a book of hope, it’s a book of enouragement, and a book of exhortation.  Some look at the book of Revelation as a giant puzzle, and they may focus great energy in attempting to fit the pieces together and figure out exactly when the second coming will happen, or who is the Great Beast, and miss the real blessings of this book. 



Revelation 1-3: Review
• Revelation is one of the most vigorously debated books
• However, the first line of this book emphasizes that it’s intended 

to be understood: 
• “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his 

servants the things that must soon take place.” 
• The purpose of this book is to reveal (lit. to “unveil”) what is going to take place, not 

to hide it in complex puzzles or obscure riddles
• This revelation is for all of God’s servants, not merely for a few experts

• Reading this book comes with a Blessing:
• “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 

blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the 
time is near”

• This Revelation is given to God’s people to give us hope during 
tribulation and to lead us to worship our great, sovereign God.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Revelation, Grk apokalupsis: lit. “an unveiling”John emphasizes his shared status as a servant and his fellowship with all believers, rather than his elevated status as an apostle.Note: “prophesy” doesn’t just mean predictions about the future, but rather God’s word for us, in our present circumstances. 



Revelation 1:9  Tribulation and Kingdom

• John could have felt discouraged and defeated, banished to this 
desert island and unable to visit the churches of God’s people.  

• John considered both the Tribulation and the Kingdom to have 
already begun.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Kingdom of God is not some “pie in the sky, wait til you die” fantasy.  It was a present reality for John as it is for us today.



The Revelation (Apocalypse) of John
One of the most vigorously debated books in the Bible:
• Authorship: John the Apostle or another John?
• Date of Writing: ~AD 65 or ~AD 95?
• Interpretation

• Historically, 4 Major Views have been held by Christians holding a *high 
view of Scripture:

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
Revelation speaks to the 
unfolding history of the 
New Testament Church

Most of Revelation speaks 
of recurring events, 

typical of many times & 
places

Most of Revelation speaks
primarily to John’s near 

future, therefore our past 

Most of Revelation speaks 
to our future, and 

therefore John’s far future

The Beast is the Pope & 
the Papacy

The Beast is any state that 
persecutes the Church

The Beast is the Roman 
Emperor & his Empire

The Beast is a future State, 
a new Roman Empire

*Christian Believers holding that Scripture is inerrant, authoritative, and understandable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Date of Writing: We could easily fill an entire class with this discussion.  Which interpretation was most widely held by Luther, Calvin and the other Reformers?Which interpretation is most widely held in the U.S.?Which interpretations are most widely held within Reformed traditions in America?We should treat this book with humility and with charity towards believers who hold different views.  “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”  “Often attributed to great theologians such as Augustine, it comes from an otherwise undistinguished German Lutheran theologian of the early seventeenth century, Rupertus Meldenius. The phrase occurs in a tract on Christian unity written (circa 1627) during the Thirty Years War (1618–1648), a bloody time in European history in which religious tensions played a significant role.”  - Mark Ross, Tabletalk Magazine 9/1/09This might seem discouraging, but each of these views share a conviction that this book leads us awe and wonder in our great God and it strengthens our hope in His sovereign plan for history.  Authorship:The Strongest Arguments that the author was John the Apostle:“There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation” “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee. - Gregg p 12 It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John2. John was a common name.  There was no other person in the ancient church who could have identified himself simply as John without further identification.  He may have spoken from familiarity, from humility, or possibly out of a desire to remain somewhat anonymous to his enemies.   This book would be considered highly seditious to a Roman.    The main argument for another John as the author is the difference in the Greek style and grammar: John’s Gospel and Letters use a very refined Greek, but Revelation is written in a much rougher style.  This may be explained by:1. John is described in Acts 4:13 as “unschooled.”  John may have written his earlier works with the help of a secretary, which was unavailable in his exile on Patmos2. John may have written in haste, in order to capture the vision in writing before it faded.1. “There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation”  - Gregg p 122. “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee3. It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John4. Some modern scholars likewise argue that this was another John, principally because of the differences in Greek style and grammar between Revelation and the other works of John.  Date of WritingLate: ca. AD 95 during the reign of Domitian  (Albert Barnes, BB Warfield, Donald Guthrie, John Walvoord, Merril Tenney, …)Internal Evidence: Ch 13 “Mortal head wound that healed” allude to a well-known superstition that arose after Nero’s death, that he would returnEmperor worship was not enforced until the time of DomitianNero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended across the empirePolycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 External Evidence:Irenaeus:“But if it had been necessary to announce his name plainly at the present time, it would have been spoke by him who saw the apocalypse. For it was not seen long ago, but almost in our own time, at the end of the reign of Domitian.” Early Date   ca. AD 65, during the reign of Nero ( In the 1800s and early 1900s the early-date position was held by such worthies as Moses Stuart, Friederich Düsterdieck, B. F. Westcott, F. J. A. Hort, Joseph B. Lightfoot, F. W. Farrar, Alfred Edersheim, Philip Schaff, Milton Terry, Augustus Strong, and others. Though in eclipse presently, the early-date view has not totally faded away, however. More recent advocates of the early-date include Albert A. Bell, F.　F. Bruce, Rudolf Bultmann, C. C. Torrey, J. A. T. Robinson, J.　A. Fitzmeyer, J. M. Ford, C. F. D. Moule, Cornelius Vanderwaal, Kenneth Gentry, and others.)Internal Evidence:1. The Temple is still standing, Rev 11:2: And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.External Evidence:Eusebius: “ei de edei anaphandon en to nun kairo keruttesthai tounoma autou, di ekeinou an errethe tou kai ten apokalupsin heorakotos. Oude gar pro pollou chronou heorathe, alla schedon epi tes hemeteras geneas, pros to telei tes Dometianou arches.”Heorathe:  Third person singular, “he, she or it was seen”.  The proper pronoun can only be established by context, but is the antecedent, "him who saw the Apocalypse" (i.e., John) or "the Apocalypse"?  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 1929-1930). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition.  Generally, the antecedentis taken to be the closest preceding proper noun,  but that is not always the case, and the writer of the first English translation of Irenaeus, A. Cleveland Coxe, says, “Irenaeus, even in the original Greek, is often a very obscure writer. At times he expresses himself with remarkable clearness and terseness; but, upon the whole, his style is very involved and prolix.” 248 Irenaeus’s mention of “Ancient Copies”: Another problem with the commonly received translation is with Irenaeus's statement at 5: 30: 1 (preserved in Eusebius at 5: 8: 5): These things were said by the writer referred to in the third book of his treatise which has been quoted before, and in the fifth book he discourses thus about the Apocalypse of John and the number of the name of the Antichrist. "Now since this is so, and since this number is found in all the good and ancient copies." 283 Irenaeus's mention of ancient copies of Revelation indicates his awareness of its circulating "at a much earlier time." 284 Irenaeus's statement may be suggestive as to the date of Revelation. Lee comments that such a statement tends to suggest "an early date for the inscripturation of the original master document itself. Clearly, the original autograph must have been still more ancient than even any of the 'most ancient copies.‘ Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2115-2124). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. (1998) records the following quote from the Muratorian Canon (written around 170 AD): “[T]he blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name…John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all” (pp. 93-94). By calling John the predecessor of Paul, and saying that Paul followed John’s rule, the writer of this canon clearly taught that John wrote to the seven churches (Revelation 2-3) before Paul finished writing all of his epistles. The ‘Monarchian Prologues,’ dating back to 250-350 AD, make the same claim. It’s universally agreed that Paul died in 67 or 68 AD.Other sources during the first several centuries after Christ also refer to an earlier date for the writing of Revelation, even explicitly. Krejcir (2009 [2]) cites statements from three sources: [1] The ‘Muratorian Fragment,’ dating back to 170-190 A.D., overtly states that the book of Revelation was written during the reign of Nero (who reigned from 54-68 AD). [2] The ancient ‘Syriac version’ of the New Testament, dated in the sixth century or earlier, echoes this statement that “Revelation was written during the reign of Nero.” [3] “The ‘Aramaic Peshitta’ version [which had become the standard Aramaic/Syriac translation by the early 5th century] has a remark that places its date prior to 70 A.D.”  -The Muratorian Canon In 1740 L. A. Muratori made his celebrated discovery and publication of a manuscript fragment that subsequently came to be known as "Canon Muratorianus." 444 The portion of this important manuscript dealing with the canon of Scripture claims to have been written by someone who was a contemporary of Pius, bishop of Rome, sometime between A.D. 127 and 157. R. L. Harris notes (by reference to Westcott) that "the date of the Canon is admitted to be close to 170 A.D." 445 This date was held earlier by Schaff, as well. 446 Lightfoot and Harmer argue that it was written nearer A.D. 180.447 Others believe Caius, Presbyter of Rome, wrote it about the year A.D. 200.448 If written by Caius, it should be noted that he may well have been a student of Irenaeus. 449 But even if Caius did not compose it, it most certainly was drawn up by a writer from the latter half of the second century, the very era of Irenaeus. 450 As Schaff observes, it is "the oldest Latin church document of Rome, and of very great importance for the history of the canon." 451 The witness of this manuscript virtually demands the early date for Revelation. The relevant portion of the document states that "the blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name." Later we read: "John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all." 452 This ancient writer clearly teaches that John preceded Paul in writing letters to seven churches. And it is universally agreed among historians and theologians that Paul died before A.D. 70, either in A.D. 67 or 68.453  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2781-2799). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Historicist:Anselm of Havelburg (1129-1155) and Rupert of Deutz (1111-1129); later Martin Luther and most of the reformers. Idealist:Idealist ideas began with the Alexandrian Fathers, but weren’t fully developed until the 19th & 20th Century.  Auberlen, Leon Morris, Michael Wilcox.  William Hendrikson, “More than Conquerors” 1939; GK Beale Commentary on Revelation, 1999; Dennis Johnson, “The Triumph of the Lamb.”Preterist:Luiz de Alcazar (1554-1613) (Jesuit scholar), Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) (Dutch Reformed), Moses Stuart (1845), James Snowden (1919), more recently David Chilton, Kenneth GentryFuturism is the most recent interpretation, initially proposed by some Jesuit scholars as a response to protestantism, but not gaining any significant following until 1827 with John Nelson Darby, leader of the Plymouth Brethren, and popularized with the publication of the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909, the first reference Bible to be published since the Geneva Bible in 1560.    Hal Lindsey, “The Late, Great Planet Earth” in the 1970’s and the “Left Behind” Series in the 1990’s.



Some Hermeneutical Principles
1. The Analogy of Faith: Scripture interprets Scripture

• More than half of Revelation is quotes or references to the Old 
Testament

2. The Historical Principle: Scripture was written for us but 
not to us

• The best way to understand this book is to read it from the 
perspective of the original recipients

• One of the worst mistakes is to read into this book our own 
current events and situations

3. The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture is real literature 
and is best understood in the sense in which it was written

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable, and that includes this book.  It’s meant to be profitable to God’s people, but to understand this book requires us to do some homework, beginning with some basic hermeneutical principles. Some theological groundwork … Hermeneutics: The art and science of Biblical interpretation.   “The study of the methodological principles of interpretation (as of the Bible)” - Merriam Webster From Hermes, the mythological messenger of the gods. The Analogy of Faith: Scripture interprets ScriptureNot all Scripture is equally plain; we use the main and plain teachings of Scripture to better understand the more difficult passages.2. The Historical Principle: Scripture was written for us but not to us	Some have compared reading Scripture to reading other peoples’ mail, which might be overstating it a bit, but the point is that to best understand Scripture we need to put ourselves in the place of the original audience, who grew up in cultures very different from our Western, twenty-first century America.One of the greatest mistakes in trying to interpret Revelation is to read into the text our current historical context rather than reading out of it from the context in which it was written.e.g. one famous commentator recently asserted that the flying locusts of Revelation 9:7 are Apache attack helicopters.7 bIn appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: con their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were dlike human faces, 8 their hair like women's hair, and etheir teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was flike the noise of many chariots with ghorses rushing into battle. 10 They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people hfor five months is in their tails.3. The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture has been given to us as real literature and is best understood in the sense in which it was written, the sensus literalis.Goals



Understanding Revelation
One of the reasons that we find Revelation difficult to understand is 
that much of it’s written in an unfamiliar genre, Apocalypse
• Gr. apokalypsis, meaning “a revelation” or “an unveiling”
• Visions - apocalyptic literature uses visions as a way of revealing 

secrets from heaven about the present and the future. 
• Powerful Symbolism - Each of the apocalyptic books is rich in 

symbolism. The reader's imagination is stretched. - A book of 
Pictures not Puzzles

• As 21st Century westerners, our first inclination is often to study 
each detail in a vision and attempt to fit them together as with a 
puzzle.   

• Revelation is best understood by focusing upon the Big Picture 
rather than jumping to each detail.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you find yourself becoming frustrated in Revelation, it’s probably time to take a step back from the details and look again at the big picture. 



Revelation 4 - 7

The Scroll with Seven Seals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This week we look at the second cycle of the Book of Revelation.Recall that the first cycle began with a vision of 



Revelation 4:1-6  
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! 
And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a 
trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a 
throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3 And 
he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, 
and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance 
of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, 
and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in 
white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 5 From the 
throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of 
fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 and before the throne 
there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Cycle begins with an introduction that’s fully two chapters long!  



Rev 4:1-6  A Vision of the Throne in Heaven
• One Seated on the Throne

• With the appearance of jasper and carnelian, 
• And around the throne was a rainbow that had the 

appearance of an emerald
• Accompanied by Thunder & Lightning

• 24 Thrones with 24 Elders
• The 12 O.T. Patriarchs and the 12 N.T. Apostles, representing 

the Church 
• Clad in white, representing righteousness and victory
• With golden crowns, representing glory and authority

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recall that the first cycle also began with a vision of God The heart of Revelation is not future predictions but rather visions of God in His glory. Note that John cannot describe the One who is seated on the throne, but Descriptive metaphors of precious stones convey God’s beauty and glory.  Colors: Jasper is white, carnelian is red, and emerald is green	Rainbow: A reminder of God’s promise of peace in His covenant with NoahCrystal Sea:  Sea in Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 7:23-25) Throne, surrounded by angelic courtiers: 1 Kings 22: 19, Job 1:6, 2:1, Ps 89:6-7, Ezek 1, Dan 7:9-10



Rev 4:7- 8  The Four Living Creatures
And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are 
four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 
7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living 
creature like an ox, the third living creature with the 
face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an 
eagle in flight. 8 And the four living creatures, each of 
them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and 
within, and day and night they never cease to say, 

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!”



Rev 4:7- 8  The Four Living Creatures
• These creatures seem very strange to us, but they would 

have been familiar to Jewish believers; cf. Ez 1:4-25 
• Their Characteristics are Symbolic:

• Full of eyes in front and behind, symbolizing Vision and Wisdom
• One was like a Lion, the most powerful of the wild beasts, showing 

Power & Rule 
• One was like an Ox, the most powerful of the domestic beasts
• One had the face of a Man, the most powerful of all earthly creatures

& also symbolizing Intellect
• One was like an Eagle in flight, the most powerful bird, also symbolizing 

Swiftness & Nobility
• With Six Wings: symbolizing their Glory, like the Seraphim of Isaiah 6 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To a Hebrew, this would immediately bring to mind Ezekiel’s vision of the four living creatures in God’s presenceThree-fold Holy; cf. Is 6:3Holy: set apart



Rev 4:7- 8  The Four Living Creatures

• Their Refrain:
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!”

• Three-fold Holy, the ultimate superlative to the Hebrew
• This is the song of the Seraphim that Isaiah heard; Is 6:3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To a Hebrew, this would immediately bring to mind Ezekiel’s vision of the four living creatures in God’s presenceThree-fold Holy; cf. Is 6:3Of course we think of Reginald Heber’s wonderful hymnHoly: set apart



Revelation 4:9-11
9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and 
honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, 
who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall 
down before him who is seated on the throne and 
worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, 

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created.



Revelation 4:9-11
• The 24 Elders join the four living creatures in the 

worship of God.
• The Chorus of the Elders: 

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created.

• The praise of God is the chief occupation of the 
greatest in heaven

• God is praised first for His glory as Creator.



Revelation 5:1-5 Who is Worthy?
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the 
throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with 
seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 
seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to 
weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the 
scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, 
“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll 
and its seven seals.”



Revelation 5:1-5 Who is Worthy?
• The focus of worship shifts from God as the worthy 

Creator to Christ as the worthy Redeemer.
• The Scroll with Seven Seals represents God’s great 

plan for history.
• Who is worthy?  God’s foreordained plan of 

redemption and recreation is set in motion only 
through the worthy Christ.  

• John weeps that no one can
open it

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two titles, each rich metaphors expressing different aspects of Christ’s character.Lion of the Tribe of Judah:Gen 49: 9  (Jacob’s Blessing)Judah is ka lion's cub;from the prey, my son, you have gone up.lHe stooped down; he crouched as a lionand as a lioness; who dares rouse him?Root of David:  Isaiah 11:1, 10  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.



Revelation 5:1-5 Who is Worthy?
Here Jesus is given Two Titles:
• Lion of the tribe of Judah; see Jacob’s blessing in Gen 

49:9
• The Root of David: 

Isaiah 11:1, 10  
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall 
be glorious.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two titles, each rich metaphors expressing different aspects of Christ’s character.Lion of the Tribe of Judah:Gen 49: 9  (Jacob’s Blessing)Judah is ka lion's cub;from the prey, my son, you have gone up.lHe stooped down; he crouched as a lionand as a lioness; who dares rouse him?Root of David:  Isaiah 11:1, 10  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.



Revelation 5:6-10  The Lamb of God
6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven 
horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out 
into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand 
of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the 
scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new 
song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”



Revelation 5:6-10  The Lamb of God
His appearance:
• A Lamb, a contrast and complement to 

the Lion of Judah
• Wounded, as though slain
• Seven Horns: Complete Power
• Seven Eyes: Perfect Vision & 

Knowledge 
• Some see the seven eyes as again 

representing the Holy Spirit.  Christ not 
only has the Spirit in fullness and sends 
His Spirit to His people.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The word, Lamb, arnion, is used 29 times in Revelation but only once in the rest of the New Testament.(Amnos is normally used in the rest of the NT)The name, Jesus, is used only 14 times in this book: that’s another reminder that this is a book of images & symbols (Godfrey observes that Handel in his great oratorio of The Messiah, never once mentions the name of Jesus.)Think about how many sports teams have chosen to use a lamb as their mascot!Wounded; “as though slain” but very much alive.  Unique in heaven, our Savior has a scarred body. 	(Man who worked in a slaughter house, whose hand was licked by the lamb whose neck he’d just opened with a knife.) 



Revelation 5:6-10  The Lamb
• The Golden Bowls are the Prayers of the Saints
• The Chorus of the Elders: 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

• Jesus is worshipped for His great work of redemption:
• Offering Himself as the sacrificial Lamb of God
• This is the New Song; that is, the song of the New Creation

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Revelation 5:11-14  The Worship of the Multitude
11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads 
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down 
and worshiped.



Revelation 5:11-14  The Worship of the Multitude

• The worship of the lamb expands from the four living 
creatures and twenty-four elders to myriads of angels

• Then every creature in the cosmos joins the worship!
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”



Revelation 6:1-17  The Seven Seals
Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard
one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I
looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was
given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.
3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say,
“Come!” 4 And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to
take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he
was given a great sword.
5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!
” And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in
his hand. 6 And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four
living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of
barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”



Revelation 6:1-17  The Seven Seals
7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living
creature say, “Come!” 8 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its
rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given
authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine
and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.



Revelation 6:1-17  The Seven Seals
• Seals were used to secure and to authenticate a 

document.
• Opening each Seal Releases a Judgment, either 

sequentially, repeatedly, or concurrently

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
Revelation speaks to the 
unfolding history of the 
New Testament Church

Most of Revelation speaks 
of recurring events, typical 

of many times & places

Most of Revelation speaks
primarily to John’s near 

future, therefore our past 

Most of Revelation speaks 
to our future, and 

therefore John’s far future

The Seals release
sequential judgments.

The Seals release
repeated / ongoing

events.

The Seals release roughly 
concurrent judgments.

The Seals release
sequential, future

judgments.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nerva 96-98   (Nerva was a Cretan, who were known as bowmen)Trajan 98-117Hadrian 117-138Antoninus Pius 138-161Marcus Aurelius 161-180



Revelation 6:1-8  The Four Horsemen
• One of the most well-known and most referenced 

images of Revelation  

Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse an 1887 painting by Viktor Vasnetsov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each of the first four seals releases a horseman riding a mount of a particular color.Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse an 1887 painting by Viktor Vasnetsov. From left to right are Death, Famine, War, and Conquest; the Lamb is at the top.There’s agreement on the general meaning of the horsemen’s characteristics, but disagreement on their identities, even within the framework of a particular school.To begin, horses were a sign of wealth, status, and power, even more than an expensive vehicle is today.     



A Few Movie References to The Four Horsemen

The 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse, 1962 
Pale Rider 1985

Now You See Me, 2013 
Now You See Me 2, 2016 
Now You See Me 3, 2020 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse, 1962 Glenn FordPale Rider, 1985  Clint EastwoodNow You See Me, 2013 	Four Stage Illusionists who call themselves, The Four Horsemen   Woody Harrelson, Jesse Eisenberg, Mark Ruffalo, Isla Fisher



Revelation 6:1-2  The White Horseman
• “And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to

him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer”
• The bow and crown symbolize the power and 

authority of empire 
• The White Horseman probably raises the most striking 

differences in interpretations
Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist

The White Horseman is 
the Roman Empire, 

expanding under 5 good 
emperors from 96–180 AD

The White Horseman is 
Jesus Christ, expanding 
His kingdom church, or

various human conquerors

The White Horseman
represents Vespasian, 

coming 3 years before the 
destruction of Jerusalem.

The White Horseman is 
Anti-Christ, building his 

kingdom before the 
coming plagues.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HistoricistNerva 96-98   (Nerva was a Cretan, who were known as bowmen)Trajan 98-117Hadrian 117-138Antoninus Pius 138-161Marcus Aurelius 161-180PreteristMultiple possibilities are offered.  



Revelation 6:3-4  The Red Horseman
• “Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth,

so that people should slay one another, and he was
given a great sword.”

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
The Red Horseman is the 

Roman Empire, 
undergoing wars & civil 
wars from 180 – 284 AD

The Red Horseman is 
repeated warfare or the 
repeated persecution of 

the church.

The Red Horseman
represents 3 years of 
warfare before the 

destruction of Jerusalem.

The Red Horseman is 
warfare during the future 

Great Tribulation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historicist180 Commodus284 Diocletian32 Emperors & 27 Pretenders from 192 - 284 IdealistThe sword is the machaira, used for killing sacrificial animals.PreteristThe Jewish war began in Galilee and gradually moved south.



Revelation 6:5-6  The Black Horseman
• And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard

what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living cr
eatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three
quarts of barley for a denarius, and 
do not harm the oil and wine!”

• A denarius was a day’s wage, while a quart of wheat was a 
person’s daily consumption: a worker would need to spend 
his entire wage just to feed himself or maybe two others.  

• Oil and wine represent luxury goods.

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
The Black Horseman is 

economic deprivation due 
to excessive taxation.

The Black Horseman is 
repeated famine, one of 

God’s four great 
judgments. 

The Black Horseman is 
famine during the Jewish 

war with Rome.

The Black Horseman is 
famine during the future 

Great Tribulation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HistoricistUpon Diocletian’s abdication, Gallerius ascended to the throne and passed taxes so oppressive that people deliberately destroyed crops to avoid taxes, causing emperor to pass an edict forbidding the destruction of olive trees and grapevines.Idealistfamine, one of God’s four great judgments.  Ez 14:21  21 “For thus says the Lord GOD: How much more jwhen I send upon Jerusalem my four disastrous acts of judgment, sword, famine, wild beasts, and pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast!



Revelation 6:7-8  The Pale Horseman
• “7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 

fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 And I looked, and behold, a 
pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed 
him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to 
kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild 
beasts of the earth.”

• “Pale” Grk Chloros, a sickly yellow-green (chlorine)
• This horseman needs no identifying 

emblem like a bow, a sword or 
scales; his destructive nature is 
evident from his appearance alone.



Revelation 6:7-8  The Pale Horseman

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
The Pale Horseman is The 
Crisis of the Third Century
when Rome was struck by 
invasions, strife, economic 

depression and plague.

The Pale Horseman is 
repeating periods of 
Death, with Hades 

following closely behind to 
receive the victims.

The Pale Horseman brings 
the deaths of many Jews 

during the siege & 
destruction of Jerusalem, 
(1.1 million per Josephus)

The Pale Horseman is a 
devastation during the 

future Great Tribulation.

“For thus says the Lord GOD: How much more when I send up
on Jerusalem my four disastrous acts of judgment, sword, fami
ne, wild beasts, and pestilence, to cut off from it man and be
ast!  Ezekiel 4:21

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Historicist:According to Barnes, AD 248 – 268: Decius, Gallus, Aemilianus, Valerian, GallienusEdward Gibbon notes that during the period from AD 248 – 296, 5,000 people died daily in Rome and estimates that the population of the earth as a whole was cut in half by sword, famine and pestilence“The Four Parts of the Earth”: Diocletian divided the empire into four regions, each ruled by a separate emperor, the Tetrarchy.[24] Confident that he fixed the disorders that were plaguing Rome, he abdicated along with his co-emperor, and the Tetrarchy soon collapsed. Order was eventually restored by Constantine the Great, who became the first emperor to convert to Christianity,Preterist:Josephus claims that 1.1 million people were killed during the siege, of which a majority were Jewish. Josephus attributes this to the celebration of Passover which he uses as rationale for the vast number of people present among the death toll.[23] Armed rebels, as well as the frail citizens, were put to death. All of Jerusalem's remaining citizens became Roman prisoners. After the Romans killed the armed and elder people, 97,000 were still enslaved, including Simon bar Giora and John of Giscala.[24] Simon bar Giora was executed, and John of Giscala was sentenced to life imprisonment. Of the 97,000, thousands were forced to become gladiators and eventually expired in the arena. Many others were forced to assist in the building of the Forum of Peace and the Colosseum. Those under 17 years of age were sold into servitude.



Revelation 6:9-11  The Cry of the Martyrs
9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” 11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to 
rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed 
as they themselves had been.



Revelation 6:9-11  The Cry of the Martyrs
• The position of the martyrs under the altar probably 

emphasizes that they’ve given their lives in sacrifice to God.
• Being under the altar also conveys a place of privilege 

and safety for the martyrs.
• They cry “How long before you will judge and avenge our 

blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
• God’s people are often brought to ask, “How long?” 

• In the Psalms alone, God is asked 14 times, “How long?”
• When we face adversity, time seems to slow down and 

hours become days, and days become weeks. 
• God hears our prayers. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burying the remains of departed saints under church altars is a practice that goes back to at 270 AD and probably before that.  It’s still practiced by Roman Catholics.   Nikolaus Gihr, in his Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, gives a brief history of this custom.The ordinance of Pope Felix I. (about 270), to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass “over the tombs of the martyrs,” merely confirmed a long existing custom. Later on the remains of the saints were transferred from their place of burial and placed in the interior of newly erected altars. The place in which the martyrs were interred, that is, the altar built over their tomb and also the church which enclosed it, were usually called confessio (tuapripuiv, place of confession) or memoria (memorial).9 uThe Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise vas some count slowness, but wis patient toward you,1 xnot wishing that any should perish, but ythat all should reach repentance.   



Revelation 6:9-11  The Cry of the Martyrs
• God hears the prayers of the martyrs
• White is the color of purity.  Each Christian martyr is given a 

white robe; not even their sacrifice is sufficient to merit 
their place in heaven

• White is also the color of victory

• God hears our prayers as well, but God will not bring final 
judgment upon the earth until His plan is complete and all 
of His saints have been gathered in.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
9 uThe Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise vas some count slowness, but wis patient toward you,1 xnot wishing that any should perish, but ythat all should reach repentance.   



Revelation 6:12-17  The Sixth Seal
12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a 
great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon 
became like blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig 
tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky 
vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth and 
the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and 
everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the 
rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us 
and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, 
and who can stand?”



Revelation 6:12-17  The Sixth Seal
• The turmoil on the earth is echoed in the cosmos.
• Christ had given a very similar picture in the Olivet 

Discourse:
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, 
and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will 
be terrors and great signs from heaven.

• Also anticipated by Joel 2:10-11, 31; Zeph 1:14, 2:2
• Note that these are apocalyptic visions, and are not intended to be 

understood literally.
• On Pentecost Peter preached that Joel 2 was being fulfilled on that 

day. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The entire cosmos reacts to the great actions of God, and His people are assured that even if the heavens and the earth pass away, God’s plan will be fulfilled.



Revelation 7:1 - 17 An Interlude
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind 
might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 2 Then I saw 
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the 
seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the 
four angels who had been given power to harm earth and 
sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, 
until we have sealed the servants of our God on their 
foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, 
sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A lengthy interlude; again, this revelation is not organized in the way that a Westerner would. Jehovah's Witnesses believe that exactly 144,000 faithful Christians from Pentecost of 33 AD until the present day will be resurrected to heaven as immortal spirit beings to spend eternity with God and Christ. They believe that these people are "anointed" by God to become part of the spiritual "Israel of God".[9][10] They believe the 144,000 (which they consider to be synonymous with the "little flock" of Luke 12:32) will serve with Christ as king-priests for a thousand years, while all other people accepted by God (the "other sheep" of John 10:16, composed of "the great crowd" of Revelation 7:9,14 and the resurrected "righteous and the unrighteous" ones of Acts 24:15), will be given an opportunity to live forever in a restored paradise on earth.



Revelation 7:1 - 4 God Protects & Seals
• God sends the angels to hold back the four winds.

• Winds are symbols of destruction
• God is protecting His people until they’ve been sealed

• The sealing of believers 
• The Sealing of believers on their foreheads
• Recall that both at Sinai and at Mt Zion, on Pentecost 

believers were sealed into the covenant with an 
anointing on their foreheads.   

• Baptism is our visible sign & seal : As Protestants perhaps 
we value our baptisms too little, in reaction to the error 
of Roman Catholics.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Four winds, Four corners of the earth are clearly metaphorical idioms, not literal.  Our baptism is a powerful reminder of God’s grace, the sign and the seal of the Covenant of Grace, of being grafted into Christ, and into the visible church.   Jehovah's Witnesses believe that exactly 144,000 faithful Christians from Pentecost of 33 AD until the present day will be resurrected to heaven as immortal spirit beings to spend eternity with God and Christ. They believe that these people are "anointed" by God to become part of the spiritual "Israel of God".[9][10] They believe the 144,000 (which they consider to be synonymous with the "little flock" of Luke 12:32) will serve with Christ as king-priests for a thousand years, while all other people accepted by God (the "other sheep" of John 10:16, composed of "the great crowd" of Revelation 7:9,14 and the resurrected "righteous and the unrighteous" ones of Acts 24:15), will be given an opportunity to live forever in a restored paradise on earth.



Revelation 7:1 - 17 The 144,000

• 12 and 1,000 are both numbers of completeness; 
• 144,000 then is a number of penultimate completeness
• These are from every tribe.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Four winds, Four corners of the earth are clearly metaphorical idioms, not literal.  Our baptism is a powerful reminder of God’s grace, the sign and the seal of the Covenant of Grace, of being grafted into Christ, and into the visible church.   Jehovah's Witnesses believe that exactly 144,000 faithful Christians from Pentecost of 33 AD until the present day will be resurrected to heaven as immortal spirit beings to spend eternity with God and Christ. They believe that these people are "anointed" by God to become part of the spiritual "Israel of God".[9][10] They believe the 144,000 (which they consider to be synonymous with the "little flock" of Luke 12:32) will serve with Christ as king-priests for a thousand years, while all other people accepted by God (the "other sheep" of John 10:16, composed of "the great crowd" of Revelation 7:9,14 and the resurrected "righteous and the unrighteous" ones of Acts 24:15), will be given an opportunity to live forever in a restored paradise on earth.



Revelation 7:5 - 8 The Twelve Tribes
5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed
• Note that Dan is omitted from this list, possibly as a reminder that not everyone 

in the visible church is actually redeemed, 
• Or because Dan was the first tribe to create a counterfeit Temple

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s surprising that Dan is omitted from this list.    Irenaeus suggested that Anti-Christ would arise from Dan, because that’s where his hoofbeats would first be heard.  



Revelation 8:1 The Seventh Seal
8 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven 
for about half an hour.
• After the great choruses of worship, and the great tumult 

upon the earth and in the cosmos, there is now a shocking 
and protracted silence.

• It reminds me of Habakkuk: “But the LORD is in his holy temple;
let all the earth keep silence before him.”  Habakkuk 2:20
• Let all mortal flesh keep silence,

And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.     - Liturgy of St. James, before 400

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SilenceThis isn’t the silence of emptiness or of losing oneself, as a Buddhist might seek, but the silence of intense awareness of a great consummation.It’s also not the silence of defeat, like when the home team’s fans realize that the game is lost. Perhaps it felt like Tolkein portrayed the sudden pause in The Lord of the Rings during the last battle, before Black Gate, when the ring has finally been destroyed and all of the power of the enemy comes apart.  But this pause is much longer.  	Gandalf at the battle before the Black Gate: “Stand, Men of the West! Stand and wait! This is the hour of doom.'Let all mortal flesh keep silence,�And with fear and trembling stand;�Ponder nothing earthly-minded,�For with blessing in his hand,�Christ our God to earth descendeth,�Our full homage to demand.		- Liturgy of St. James, bef 400 			Picardy – Ralph V. Williams  1906



Some Applications
Revelation does not sugar-coat the reality of suffering 
on the earth.  What hope does its visions offer to us?
• The Lamb of God has redeemed us by His blood; all 

earthly trials become our glory and our victory in 
Christ.

• God sovereign power guarantees His final victory
• God’s righteousness guarantees justice
• God’s goodness guarantees our blessing and comfort



Revelation

Living in Hope

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our Summer class.  I hope we’ll soon be able to meet face-to-face, but for now I’m grateful for technology that allows us to still meet from a distance.   Some housekeeping reminders with this app:1. Please keep your microphone muted unless you wish to speak so that we aren’t distracted by background noise.  You’ll see the icon on the screen.    2. I’d like to make our time together interactive within the limits of our time and this electronic media.  I’ll occasionally ask you all a question, and I’ll also stop periodically to invite questions from you.  While there is a chat screen, but if you do type something I’m afraid that it’ll probably be too small on my screen and I probably won’t see it, so if you want to ask a question, please wait for the next pause and speak it.  So let’s dive in.  Attempting to cover Revelation is only 8 weeks is a little daunting. John must have felt a great urgency to write down everything he saw in the visions, and I perhaps feel an echo of that urgency to hasten through it together. You may have noticed that the subtitle on the website reads, “Hope for the Future.”  Sandra didn’t make a mistake, I’ve changed it, because Revelation is not just a book of hope for the future, but also for the present.  And since that doesn’t make a good subtitle, I’ve settled on “Living in Hope.”  This is a book of hope, it’s a book of enouragement, and a book of exhortation.  Some look at the book of Revelation as a giant puzzle, and they may focus great energy in attempting to fit the pieces together and figure out exactly when the second coming will happen, or who is the Great Beast, and miss the real blessings of this book. 



A Simple Outline of Revelation
Part I: The Opening & The Letters Rev 1-3
Part II: The Seven-Sealed Scroll Rev 4-8:1
Part III: The Seven Trumpets Rev 8:2-10
Part IV: The 1,260 Days Rev 11-13
Part V: The Seven Last Plagues Rev 14-16
Part VI: The Great Babylon Rev 17-19
Part VII: The Millennium Rev 20
Part VIII: The New Creation Rev 21-22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will be a very brief survey … Various structures have been proposed for this book, some of which are quite complex.   This is a simple, thematic division.    
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