
Revelation

Living in Hope

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our Summer class.  I hope we’ll soon be able to meet face-to-face, but for now I’m grateful for technology that allows us to still meet from a distance.   Some housekeeping reminders with this app:1. Please keep your microphone muted unless you wish to speak so that we aren’t distracted by background noise.  You’ll see the icon on the screen.    2. I’d like to make our time together interactive within the limits of our time and this electronic media.  I’ll occasionally ask you all a question, and I’ll also stop periodically to invite questions from you.  While there is a chat screen, but if you do type something I’m afraid that it’ll probably be too small on my screen and I probably won’t see it, so if you want to ask a question, please wait for the next pause and speak it.  So let’s dive in.  Attempting to cover Revelation is only 8 weeks is a little daunting. John must have felt a great urgency to write down everything he saw in the visions, and I perhaps feel an echo of that urgency to hasten through it together. You may have noticed that the subtitle on the website reads, “Hope for the Future.”  Sandra didn’t make a mistake, I’ve changed it, because Revelation is not just a book of hope for the future, but also for the present.  And since that doesn’t make a good subtitle, I’ve settled on “Living in Hope.”  This is a book of hope, it’s a book of enouragement, and a book of exhortation.  Some look at the book of Revelation as a giant puzzle, and they may focus great energy in attempting to fit the pieces together and figure out exactly when the second coming will happen, or who is the Great Beast, and miss the real blessings of this book. 



The Revelation (Apocalypse) of John
One of the most vigorously debated books in the Bible:
• Its Authorship
• Its Date of Writing
• Its Interpretation

Some people look at Revelation as if the main point is to unwrap the 
riddle of when is Christ returning, or who is the Beast.  
Revelation is also one of the most encouraging books in the Bible and it’s 
given to us with a promise of blessing if we will read it and keep it.

My Goals for this brief survey are 
1. That your hearts would be lifted up by its message of hope for God’s 

people.
2. That you will be led to awe and wonder and praise to our Great God

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With all of the disagreements surrounding this book, you may be thinking that offering this class is a case of fools rushing in where angels fear to tread but my hope is that you’ll see that Revelation is also one of the most encouraging books in the Bible.



My Primary References:



Revelation 1:1- 3 The Opening
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to 
his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore 
witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads 
aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.



Revelation 1:1- 3 The Opening
Notice the opening lines of this book:
• “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show 

to his servants the things that must soon take place.” 
• The purpose of this book is to reveal (lit. to “unveil”) what is going to take 

place, not to hide it in complex puzzles or obscure riddles
• This revelation is for all of God’s servants, not merely for a few experts

• It is given through John, a fellow servant
• Reading this book comes with a Blessing:

• “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, 
and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in 
it, for the time is near”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Revelation, Grk apokalupsis: lit. “an unveiling”John emphasizes his shared status as a servant and his fellowship with all believers, rather than his elevated status as an apostle.Note: “prophesy” doesn’t just mean predictions about the future, but rather God’s word for us, in our present circumstances. 



Revelation 1:1-3  The Opening
Timing
• Here in the opening there are two references to the timing of 

the fulfillment of these prophesies: 
• “to show to his servants the things that must soon take place”  1:1
• “for the time is near”  1:3

• These are bookended in the last chapter:
• “And behold, I am coming soon” 22:7
• “And he said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, 

for the time is near.’”  22:10
• “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’” 22:20

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The debates about Revelation begin in these first few verses.presents a particular problem to the Futurist.For the Historicist, this must be taken to mean that the things that are revealed must begin to take place; which seems to me to be a little forced considering that the book ends with the same time references.  For the Idealist, these time references just emphasize that the first great cycle of persecution is about to begin.



The Revelation (Apocalypse) of John

One of the most vigorously debated books in the 
Bible:
• Authorship: John the Apostle or another John?
• Date of Writing: ~AD 65 or ~AD 95?
• Interpretation: Four major views

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll begin with some fairly academic groundwork; after this introduction we’ll dive into the book itself so I hope you’ll bear with me.Authorship:The Strongest Arguments that the author was John the Apostle:“There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation” “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee. - Gregg p 12 It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John2. John was a common name.  There was no other person in the ancient church who could have identified himself simply as John without further identification.  He may have spoken from familiarity, from humility, or possibly out of a desire to remain somewhat anonymous to his enemies.   This book would be considered highly seditious to a Roman.    The main argument for another John as the author is the difference in the Greek style and grammar: John’s Gospel and Letters use a very refined Greek, but Revelation is written in a much rougher style.  This may be explained by:1. John is described in Acts 4:13 as “unschooled.”  John may have written his earlier works with the help of a secretary, which was unavailable in his exile on Patmos2. John may have written in haste, in order to capture the vision in writing before it faded.1. “There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation”  - Gregg p 122. “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee3. It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John4. Some modern scholars likewise argue that this was another John, principally because of the differences in Greek style and grammar between Revelation and the other works of John.  Date of WritingLate:  (Albert Barnes, BB Warfield, Donald Guthrie, …)Internal Evidence: Ch 13 “Mortal head wound that healed” allude to a well-known superstition that arose after Nero’s death, that he would returnEmperor worship was not enforced until the time of DomitianNero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended across the empirePolycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 External Evidence:Irenaeus:Early Date( In the 1800s and early 1900s the early-date position was held by such worthies as Moses Stuart, Friederich Düsterdieck, B. F. Westcott, F. J. A. Hort, Joseph B. Lightfoot, F. W. Farrar, Alfred Edersheim, Philip Schaff, Milton Terry, Augustus Strong, and others. Though in eclipse presently, the early-date view has not totally faded away, however. More recent advocates of the early-date include Albert A. Bell, F.　F. Bruce, Rudolf Bultmann, C. C. Torrey, J. A. T. Robinson, J.　A. Fitzmeyer, J. M. Ford, C. F. D. Moule, Cornelius Vanderwaal, and others.)Internal Evidence:1. The Temple is still standing, Rev 11:2: And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.External Evidence:Eusebius: “ei de edei anaphandon en to nun kairo keruttesthai tounoma autou, di ekeinou an errethe tou kai ten apokalupsin heorakotos. Oude gar pro pollou chronou heorathe, alla schedon epi tes hemeteras geneas, pros to telei tes Dometianou arches.”Heorathe:  Third person singular, “he, she or it was seen”.  The proper pronoun can only be established by context, but is the antecedent, "him who saw the Apocalypse" (i.e., John) or "the Apocalypse"?  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 1929-1930). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition.  Generally, the antecedentis taken to be the closest preceding proper noun,  but that is not always the case, and the writer of the first English translation of Irenaeus, A. Cleveland Coxe, says, “Irenaeus, even in the original Greek, is often a very obscure writer. At times he expresses himself with remarkable clearness and terseness; but, upon the whole, his style is very involved and prolix.” 248 Irenaeus’s mention of “Ancient Copies”: Another problem with the commonly received translation is with Irenaeus's statement at 5: 30: 1 (preserved in Eusebius at 5: 8: 5): These things were said by the writer referred to in the third book of his treatise which has been quoted before, and in the fifth book he discourses thus about the Apocalypse of John and the number of the name of the Antichrist. "Now since this is so, and since this number is found in all the good and ancient copies." 283 Irenaeus's mention of ancient copies of Revelation indicates his awareness of its circulating "at a much earlier time." 284 Irenaeus's statement may be suggestive as to the date of Revelation. Lee comments that such a statement tends to suggest "an early date for the inscripturation of the original master document itself. Clearly, the original autograph must have been still more ancient than even any of the 'most ancient copies.‘ Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2115-2124). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. (1998) records the following quote from the Muratorian Canon (written around 170 AD): “[T]he blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name…John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all” (pp. 93-94). By calling John the predecessor of Paul, and saying that Paul followed John’s rule, the writer of this canon clearly taught that John wrote to the seven churches (Revelation 2-3) before Paul finished writing all of his epistles. The ‘Monarchian Prologues,’ dating back to 250-350 AD, make the same claim. It’s universally agreed that Paul died in 67 or 68 AD.Other sources during the first several centuries after Christ also refer to an earlier date for the writing of Revelation, even explicitly. Krejcir (2009 [2]) cites statements from three sources: [1] The ‘Muratorian Fragment,’ dating back to 170-190 A.D., overtly states that the book of Revelation was written during the reign of Nero (who reigned from 54-68 AD). [2] The ancient ‘Syriac version’ of the New Testament, dated in the sixth century or earlier, echoes this statement that “Revelation was written during the reign of Nero.” [3] “The ‘Aramaic Peshitta’ version [which had become the standard Aramaic/Syriac translation by the early 5th century] has a remark that places its date prior to 70 A.D.”  -The Muratorian Canon In 1740 L. A. Muratori made his celebrated discovery and publication of a manuscript fragment that subsequently came to be known as "Canon Muratorianus." 444 The portion of this important manuscript dealing with the canon of Scripture claims to have been written by someone who was a contemporary of Pius, bishop of Rome, sometime between A.D. 127 and 157. R. L. Harris notes (by reference to Westcott) that "the date of the Canon is admitted to be close to 170 A.D." 445 This date was held earlier by Schaff, as well. 446 Lightfoot and Harmer argue that it was written nearer A.D. 180.447 Others believe Caius, Presbyter of Rome, wrote it about the year A.D. 200.448 If written by Caius, it should be noted that he may well have been a student of Irenaeus. 449 But even if Caius did not compose it, it most certainly was drawn up by a writer from the latter half of the second century, the very era of Irenaeus. 450 As Schaff observes, it is "the oldest Latin church document of Rome, and of very great importance for the history of the canon." 451 The witness of this manuscript virtually demands the early date for Revelation. The relevant portion of the document states that "the blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name." Later we read: "John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all." 452 This ancient writer clearly teaches that John preceded Paul in writing letters to seven churches. And it is universally agreed among historians and theologians that Paul died before A.D. 70, either in A.D. 67 or 68.453  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2781-2799). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



The Revelation of John: Authorship
• The main argument that another John was the author is the difference in 

Greek style and grammar: John’s Gospel and Letters use a very refined 
Greek, but Revelation is written in a much rougher style.  

• This difference in Greek may be explained by two possibilities:
1. John is described in Acts 4:13 as “unschooled.”  John may have written his earlier 
works with the help of a secretary, who was unavailable during his exile on Patmos
2. John may have written in haste, in order to capture the vision in writing before the 
details faded.

The Strongest Arguments that the author was John the Apostle:
• “There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of 

the Revelation” “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of 
Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author 
with John, the son of Zebedee. - Gregg p 12  

• John was a common name.  There was no other person in the ancient 
church who could reasonably have identified himself simply as John 
without further identification and expected to be recognized.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Authorship:The Strongest Arguments that the author was John the Apostle:“There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation” “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee. - Gregg p 12 It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John2. John was a common name.  There was no other person in the ancient church who could have identified himself simply as John without further identification.  He may have spoken from familiarity, from humility, or possibly out of a desire to remain somewhat anonymous to his enemies.   This book would be considered highly seditious to a Roman.    The main argument for another John as the author is the difference in the Greek style and grammar: John’s Gospel and Letters use a very refined Greek, but Revelation is written in a much rougher style.  This may be explained by:1. John is described in Acts 4:13 as “unschooled.”  John may have written his earlier works with the help of a secretary, which was unavailable in his exile on Patmos2. John may have written in haste, in order to capture the vision in writing before it faded.1. “There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation”  - Gregg p 122. “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee3. It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John4. Some modern scholars likewise argue that this was another John, principally because of the differences in Greek style and grammar between Revelation and the other works of John.  



The Revelation (Apocalypse) of John
One of the most vigorously debated books in the Bible:
• Authorship: John the Apostle or another John?
• Date of Writing: ~AD 65 or ~AD 95?
• Interpretation

• Historically, 4 Major Views have been held by Christians holding a *high 
view of Scripture:

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
Revelation speaks to the 
unfolding history of the 
New Testament Church

Most of Revelation speaks 
of recurring events, typical 

of many times & places

Most of Revelation speaks
primarily to John’s near 

future, therefore our past 

Most of Revelation speaks 
to our future, and 

therefore John’s far future

The Beast is the Pope & 
the Papacy

The Beast is any state that 
persecutes the Church

The Beast is the Roman 
Emperor & his Empire

The Beast is a future State, 
a new Roman Empire

*Christian Believers holding that Scripture is inerrant, authoritative, and understandable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Date of Writing: We could easily fill an entire class with this discussion.  Which interpretation was most widely held by Luther, Calvin and the other Reformers?Which interpretation is most widely held in the U.S.?Which interpretations are most widely held within Reformed traditions in America?We should treat this book with humility and with charity towards believers who hold different views.  “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”  “Often attributed to great theologians such as Augustine, it comes from an otherwise undistinguished German Lutheran theologian of the early seventeenth century, Rupertus Meldenius. The phrase occurs in a tract on Christian unity written (circa 1627) during the Thirty Years War (1618–1648), a bloody time in European history in which religious tensions played a significant role.”  - Mark Ross, Tabletalk Magazine 9/1/09This might seem discouraging, but each of these views share a conviction that this book leads us awe and wonder in our great God and it strengthens our hope in His sovereign plan for history.  Authorship:The Strongest Arguments that the author was John the Apostle:“There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation” “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee. - Gregg p 12 It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John2. John was a common name.  There was no other person in the ancient church who could have identified himself simply as John without further identification.  He may have spoken from familiarity, from humility, or possibly out of a desire to remain somewhat anonymous to his enemies.   This book would be considered highly seditious to a Roman.    The main argument for another John as the author is the difference in the Greek style and grammar: John’s Gospel and Letters use a very refined Greek, but Revelation is written in a much rougher style.  This may be explained by:1. John is described in Acts 4:13 as “unschooled.”  John may have written his earlier works with the help of a secretary, which was unavailable in his exile on Patmos2. John may have written in haste, in order to capture the vision in writing before it faded.1. “There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation”  - Gregg p 122. “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee3. It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John4. Some modern scholars likewise argue that this was another John, principally because of the differences in Greek style and grammar between Revelation and the other works of John.  Date of WritingLate: ca. AD 95 during the reign of Domitian  (Albert Barnes, BB Warfield, Donald Guthrie, John Walvoord, Merril Tenney, …)Internal Evidence: Ch 13 “Mortal head wound that healed” allude to a well-known superstition that arose after Nero’s death, that he would returnEmperor worship was not enforced until the time of DomitianNero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended across the empirePolycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 External Evidence:Irenaeus:“But if it had been necessary to announce his name plainly at the present time, it would have been spoke by him who saw the apocalypse. For it was not seen long ago, but almost in our own time, at the end of the reign of Domitian.” Early Date   ca. AD 65, during the reign of Nero ( In the 1800s and early 1900s the early-date position was held by such worthies as Moses Stuart, Friederich Düsterdieck, B. F. Westcott, F. J. A. Hort, Joseph B. Lightfoot, F. W. Farrar, Alfred Edersheim, Philip Schaff, Milton Terry, Augustus Strong, and others. Though in eclipse presently, the early-date view has not totally faded away, however. More recent advocates of the early-date include Albert A. Bell, F.　F. Bruce, Rudolf Bultmann, C. C. Torrey, J. A. T. Robinson, J.　A. Fitzmeyer, J. M. Ford, C. F. D. Moule, Cornelius Vanderwaal, Kenneth Gentry, and others.)Internal Evidence:1. The Temple is still standing, Rev 11:2: And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.External Evidence:Eusebius: “ei de edei anaphandon en to nun kairo keruttesthai tounoma autou, di ekeinou an errethe tou kai ten apokalupsin heorakotos. Oude gar pro pollou chronou heorathe, alla schedon epi tes hemeteras geneas, pros to telei tes Dometianou arches.”Heorathe:  Third person singular, “he, she or it was seen”.  The proper pronoun can only be established by context, but is the antecedent, "him who saw the Apocalypse" (i.e., John) or "the Apocalypse"?  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 1929-1930). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition.  Generally, the antecedentis taken to be the closest preceding proper noun,  but that is not always the case, and the writer of the first English translation of Irenaeus, A. Cleveland Coxe, says, “Irenaeus, even in the original Greek, is often a very obscure writer. At times he expresses himself with remarkable clearness and terseness; but, upon the whole, his style is very involved and prolix.” 248 Irenaeus’s mention of “Ancient Copies”: Another problem with the commonly received translation is with Irenaeus's statement at 5: 30: 1 (preserved in Eusebius at 5: 8: 5): These things were said by the writer referred to in the third book of his treatise which has been quoted before, and in the fifth book he discourses thus about the Apocalypse of John and the number of the name of the Antichrist. "Now since this is so, and since this number is found in all the good and ancient copies." 283 Irenaeus's mention of ancient copies of Revelation indicates his awareness of its circulating "at a much earlier time." 284 Irenaeus's statement may be suggestive as to the date of Revelation. Lee comments that such a statement tends to suggest "an early date for the inscripturation of the original master document itself. Clearly, the original autograph must have been still more ancient than even any of the 'most ancient copies.‘ Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2115-2124). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. (1998) records the following quote from the Muratorian Canon (written around 170 AD): “[T]he blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name…John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all” (pp. 93-94). By calling John the predecessor of Paul, and saying that Paul followed John’s rule, the writer of this canon clearly taught that John wrote to the seven churches (Revelation 2-3) before Paul finished writing all of his epistles. The ‘Monarchian Prologues,’ dating back to 250-350 AD, make the same claim. It’s universally agreed that Paul died in 67 or 68 AD.Other sources during the first several centuries after Christ also refer to an earlier date for the writing of Revelation, even explicitly. Krejcir (2009 [2]) cites statements from three sources: [1] The ‘Muratorian Fragment,’ dating back to 170-190 A.D., overtly states that the book of Revelation was written during the reign of Nero (who reigned from 54-68 AD). [2] The ancient ‘Syriac version’ of the New Testament, dated in the sixth century or earlier, echoes this statement that “Revelation was written during the reign of Nero.” [3] “The ‘Aramaic Peshitta’ version [which had become the standard Aramaic/Syriac translation by the early 5th century] has a remark that places its date prior to 70 A.D.”  -The Muratorian Canon In 1740 L. A. Muratori made his celebrated discovery and publication of a manuscript fragment that subsequently came to be known as "Canon Muratorianus." 444 The portion of this important manuscript dealing with the canon of Scripture claims to have been written by someone who was a contemporary of Pius, bishop of Rome, sometime between A.D. 127 and 157. R. L. Harris notes (by reference to Westcott) that "the date of the Canon is admitted to be close to 170 A.D." 445 This date was held earlier by Schaff, as well. 446 Lightfoot and Harmer argue that it was written nearer A.D. 180.447 Others believe Caius, Presbyter of Rome, wrote it about the year A.D. 200.448 If written by Caius, it should be noted that he may well have been a student of Irenaeus. 449 But even if Caius did not compose it, it most certainly was drawn up by a writer from the latter half of the second century, the very era of Irenaeus. 450 As Schaff observes, it is "the oldest Latin church document of Rome, and of very great importance for the history of the canon." 451 The witness of this manuscript virtually demands the early date for Revelation. The relevant portion of the document states that "the blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name." Later we read: "John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all." 452 This ancient writer clearly teaches that John preceded Paul in writing letters to seven churches. And it is universally agreed among historians and theologians that Paul died before A.D. 70, either in A.D. 67 or 68.453  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2781-2799). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Historicist:Anselm of Havelburg (1129-1155) and Rupert of Deutz (1111-1129); later Martin Luther and most of the reformers. Idealist:Idealist ideas began with the Alexandrian Fathers, but weren’t fully developed until the 19th & 20th Century.  Auberlen, Leon Morris, Michael Wilcox.  William Hendrikson, “More than Conquerors” 1939; GK Beale Commentary on Revelation, 1999; Dennis Johnson, “The Triumph of the Lamb.”Preterist:Luiz de Alcazar (1554-1613) (Jesuit scholar), Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) (Dutch Reformed), Moses Stuart (1845), James Snowden (1919), more recently David Chilton, Kenneth GentryFuturism is the most recent interpretation, initially proposed by some Jesuit scholars as a response to protestantism, but not gaining any significant following until 1827 with John Nelson Darby, leader of the Plymouth Brethren, and popularized with the publication of the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909, the first reference Bible to be published since the Geneva Bible in 1560.    Hal Lindsey, “The Late, Great Planet Earth” in the 1970’s and the “Left Behind” Series in the 1990’s.



Understanding Revelation
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for rep-
roof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  - 2 Tim 3:16-17

Some Hermeneutical Principles
1. The Analogy of Faith: Scripture interprets Scripture

• More than half of Revelation is quotes or references to the Old Testament
2. The Historical Principle: Scripture was written for us but not to us

• The best way to understand this book is to read it from the perspective of 
the original recipients

• One of the worst mistakes is to read into this book our own current events 
and situations

3. The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture is real literature and is best 
understood in the sense in which it was written

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable, and that includes this book.  It’s meant to be profitable to God’s people, but to understand this book requires us to do some homework, beginning with some basic hermeneutical principles. Some theological groundwork … Hermeneutics: The art and science of Biblical interpretation.   “The study of the methodological principles of interpretation (as of the Bible)” - Merriam Webster From Hermes, the mythological messenger of the gods. The Analogy of Faith: Scripture interprets ScriptureNot all Scripture is equally plain; we use the main and plain teachings of Scripture to better understand the more difficult passages.2. The Historical Principle: Scripture was written for us but not to us	Some have compared reading Scripture to reading other peoples’ mail, which might be overstating it a bit, but the point is that to best understand Scripture we need to put ourselves in the place of the original audience, who grew up in cultures very different from our Western, twenty-first century America.One of the greatest mistakes in trying to interpret Revelation is to read into the text our current historical context rather than reading out of it from the context in which it was written.e.g. one famous commentator recently asserted that the flying locusts of Revelation 9:7 are Apache attack helicopters.7 bIn appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: con their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were dlike human faces, 8 their hair like women's hair, and etheir teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was flike the noise of many chariots with ghorses rushing into battle. 10 They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people hfor five months is in their tails.3. The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture has been given to us as real literature and is best understood in the sense in which it was written, the sensus literalis.Goals



Understanding Revelation
The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture is real literature and is best 
understood in the sense in which it was written.
Scripture has been given to us in various literary forms or genres
Genre: a category of artistic, musical, or literary composition 
characterized by a particular style, form, or content. - Merriam 
Webster
What are some examples of Genres found in Scripture?
Historical Narrative
Poems & Psalms
Law
Wisdom

Prophesy
Gospel
Epistle
Apocalypse

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perhaps the most difficult of these principles …PrayerParableTheology



Understanding Revelation
One of the reasons that we find Revelation difficult to 
understand is that much of it’s written in an unfamiliar 
genre, Apocalypse
• Gr. apokalypsis, meaning “a revelation” or “an unveiling”
• A type of Jewish and early Christian lit., the bulk of which 

stems from the years 200 B.C.-A.D. 100, containing visions or 
revelations from God concerning the imminent coming of 
the end of the present evil age and the final advent of 
God’s kingdom. – Bible Gateway

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goals



Understanding Revelation: Apocalypse
Some Characteristics of Apocalyptic writing:
• Visions - apocalyptic literature uses visions as a way of 

revealing secrets from heaven about the present and the 
future. 

• Powerful Symbolism - Each of the apocalyptic books is rich in 
symbolism. The reader's imagination is stretched. - A book of 
Pictures not Puzzles

• As 21st Century westerners, our first inclination is often to 
study each detail in a vision and attempt to fit them together 
as with a puzzle.   

• Revelation is best understood by focusing upon the Big Picture 
rather than jumping to each detail.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A book of Pictures not PuzzlesAs westerners, we have a great tendency to look at Revelation as a set of puzzles, and we assume that our task is to fit each individual piece together with a historical, contemporary, or future event.  Revelation is a book of pictures.  Like any symbol or metaphor, the best way to understand apocalypse is to look at the big picture that is being drawn for us in words.  (The same is true for understanding the parables of Jesus; they make sense if you focus upon the main message, but become confusing if you try to look too closely at each detail.) Some have said that children find Revelation more understandable than adults because they’re used to reading picture books.  Many young adults are used to reading modern works of fantasy, which is not the same as apocalypse, but is closer than other post-modern literature. 



Revelation 1:4-8  Prologue to the Letters
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 
him. Even so. Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”



Revelation 1:4-8  Prologue to the Letters
• Opens with a Blessing, “Grace and peace to you”
• From the True Authors:

• From Him who is and who was and who is to come, [God the 
Father]

• and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, [The Holy 
Spirit]

• and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth

• Who have given us the twofold blessings of salvation:
• Freedom from sin and its penalty through His blood
• Citizenship, fellowship, and access to God (through His obedience)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening:  Similar to most epistles in the BibleThe true authors: God the FatherThe Seven Spirits: Because the Seven Spirits are included with the Father and the Son as the authors of this book, what’s in view is probably the complete, sevenfold presence of the Holy SpiritJesus Christ: His three titles here are perhaps a loose reference to His ministerial offices of prophet, priest, and kingWe see Christ revealed as the eternal second person of the Trinity, the One who rules over all of historyWith a Promise:“Behold, he is coming with the clouds,   and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him,  (The Jews) and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.” Guaranteed by God:Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabetWho is and who was and who is to come: The Eternality of GodThe Almighty: The sovereign power of GodThis sets the pattern and summarizes the entire message of Revelation: God is coming, He’s coming to bring blessing to His people and judgment to the wicked, both Jews and Gentiles, and His actions are unstoppable by any power in heaven or on earth.



Revelation 1:4-8  Prologue to the Letters

• With a Promise:
• “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 
account of him. Even so. Amen.” 

• Guaranteed by God:
• “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and 

who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With a Promise:“Behold, he is coming with the clouds,   (In judgment; see Is 19:1, Ps 104:3)and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him,  (The Jewish rulers) and all tribes of the earth (Grk “gEs” “the Land”; i.e. the 12 tribes of Israel) will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.” Note that throughout Revelation, the appearing of Christ is a source of joy for God’s people, but a source of terror for unbelievers.  Right from the beginning we see that this is not a book of feel-good theology and ear-tickling prophesies28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For behold, kthe days are coming when they will say, l‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 mThen they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’Guaranteed by God:Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet; the beginning and the end, the Creator and the Finisher of history, the Lord of our past, present and future.Who is and who was and who is to come: speaks to the Eternality of GodThe Almighty: Speaks to the sovereign power of GodThis sets the pattern and summarizes the entire message of Revelation: God is coming, He’s coming to bring blessing to His people and judgment to the wicked, both Jews and Gentiles, and His actions are unstoppable by any power in heaven or on earth.Is 19:1 Behold, the Lord cis riding on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt; and dthe idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will emelt within them.Ps 104:3-4  3  He qlays the beams of his rchambers on the waters; he makes sthe clouds his chariot; he rides on tthe wings of the wind; 4  he umakes his messengers winds, his vministers wa flaming fire.



Revelation 1:9-20  The Patmos Vision
9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation 
and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are 
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account 
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I 
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind 
me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what 
you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, 
to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to 
Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to 
Laodicea.” 



Revelation 1:9  Tribulation and Kingdom
• 9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 

kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on 
the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus. 

• John again emphasizes his equality and communion with 
other believers; he’s their (our) brother and partner.

• He treats both suffering and kingdom blessing as normal 
parts of his present Christian life. 

• This book repeatedly calls believers to Endure, to Hold Fast, and to Overcome 
through the power of the God. 

• We have the consolation of God’s presence, of our fellowship with His saints, 
and of the hope of His ultimate victory.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tribulation and Kingdom are not future prophesies for John, with one following the other in sequence; they were present realities.  



Revelation 1:9  Tribulation and Kingdom

• John could have felt discouraged and defeated, banished to this 
desert island and unable to visit the churches of God’s people.  

• John considered both the tribulation and the Kingdom to have 
already begun.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Kingdom of God is not some “pie in the sky, wait til you die” fantasy.  It was a present reality for John as it is for us today.



Revelation 1:12-16  John’s Vision of Christ
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to 
me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son 
of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden 
sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were 
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, 
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of 
many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, 
from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and 
his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 



Revelation 1:12-16  John’s Vision of Christ
Characteristic Descriptor Reference
Like a son of man Ezek 1:26, Dan 7:13
Clothed with a long robe & golden sash Dan 10:5
Hair like woolen snow Dan 7:9
Eyes like a flame of fire Dan 7:9
Feet like burnished bronze Ezek 1:7, Dan 10:6
Voice like a roar of many waters Ezek 1:24
Holding seven stars in His hand (New to Revelation)
With a two-edged sword in His mouth Is 49:2, (Heb 4:12)
Face like the sun Matt 17:2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John sees a vision of Christ in His glory.  Most of these metaphors that he uses to describe Christ are found in the Old Testament and would be familiar to John’s readers.  Notice that this is not a vision of some future appearance of Christ; this is Jesus as He is at that very time.  While John is in exile and the Church is about to endure severe persecution, Jesus is above it all, working all things to our good and to His glory.We don’t have time to unpack each one of these symbols, but nearly all of them draw from other Scriptures, especially Daniel and Ezekiel and John’s original audience would have been familiar with them.Throughout this book we repeatedly see visions of Christ, in His power and glory.  This isn’t a book that’s just about a future, second coming of Jesus, it’s a repeated reminder that Christ appears over and over to rule and reign not just His Church, but all of Creation, to the glory of the Father. With John we should be moved to awe, to wonder, and to worship of Christ!



Revelation 1:17-20  John’s Vision of Christ
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 
But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I 
am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, 
and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the 
keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the 
things that you have seen, those that are and those 
that are to take place after this. 20 As for the mystery 
of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and 
the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches.



Revelation 1:17-20  John’s Vision of Christ
• John’s Reaction: “I fell at his feet as though dead”
• Christ’s Encouragements:

• “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and 
behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades.”

• Christ’s Command:
• “Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and 

those that are to take place after this.”
• Christ’s Explanation:

• As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and 
the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recall that this was a man who spent three years traveling with Jesus This was a man who was a part of His inner circles.This was a man who was comfortable with Jesus, who reclined on Him during the Last Supper.But seeing an image of Christ in His glory, this same man loses all strength and falls to the ground like a dead man.John’s Reaction:In the writing of his Gospel, John primarily emphasized the humanity of the incarnate Christ; in his Apocalypse, John emphasizes the deity of Christ. Christ’s Command:This book is about the things that already were and the things that would take place in John’s future.Christ’s Encouragements:The First and the Last: The Eternality of ChristThe Living One: The self-existence of Christ, the One with the power of life within Himself, who freely laid down His life and then took it up again in the power of His resurrection   Keys of Death and Hades: Christ conquered the power of death and of hell.  He has passed through death and opened the way to eternal life for all who belief, both those who are still living and those who had died in faith.	Death and Hell are our greatest enemies and our greatest fears; Christ has conquered them both!Christ’s Explanation:One of the few places in Revelation where the images are explained.Note that the seven angels may be actual angels assigned to each church, as we see in Daniel that the archangel Michael was assigned to the people of Israel.  Or it may refer to the leaders of the churches.   



Revelation 1:17-20  John’s Vision of Christ
• This book begins, ends and is filled with visions of our triumphant 

Savior; He’s the hero of this story.
• Satan is portrayed as the great enemy and imitator of God; he 

opposes God with 
• A Counterfeit Kingdom
• A Counterfeit Christ
• A  Counterfeit Spirit
• A Counterfeit Church

• The heart of this story is that the victory of Christ over the power of 
each of Satan’s counterfeits is both complete and irresistible.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recall that John had spent three years traveling with Jesus and was one of the three disciples of His inner circle.  At the last supper, John reclined on Jesus as a close friend, yet seeing an image of Christ in His glory, this man loses all strength and falls to the ground like a dead man.John’s Reaction:In the writing of his Gospel, John primarily emphasized the humanity of the incarnate Christ; in his Apocalypse, John emphasizes the deity of Christ. Christ’s Encouragements:The First and the Last: The Eternality of ChristThe Living One: The self-existence of Christ, the One with the power of life within Himself, who freely laid down His life and then took it up again in the power of His resurrection   Keys of Death and Hades: Christ conquered the power of death and of hell.  He has passed through death and opened the way to eternal life for all who belief, both those who are still living and those who had died in faith.	Death and Hell are our greatest enemies and our greatest fears; Christ has conquered them both!Christ’s Explanation:One of the few places in Revelation where the images are explained



Rev 2:1-29  The Letters to the Seven Churches
• Seven churches located in Asia (present 

day Turkey), near to Patmos
• We’re confronted with another 

interpretive decision; to what extent do 
these historical congregations represent 
the entire Church, and are they 
contemporaneous or chronological?

• In the choice of 7 churches, excluding 
others like Colossae & Hierapolis, there’s 
a strong indication that these churches 
are representative.

• There’s also an exhortation to the whole 
Church repeated with each of the seven: 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fact that John chooses to write to seven churches, excluding the churches of Colossae and Hierapolis, is likely an indication that the seven are representative of the whole.  Seven is the number of Completeness & Perfection, connected to God’s completion of creation on the 7th day.“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”It’s ironic that some theologians who hold a dispensational, futurist interpretation of this book accuse those who hold the Idealist position of over-spiritualizing the text and not taking it literally, yet many who hold that view nonetheless take a metaphorical, historicist view of these seven letters, teaching that they each represent the whole church at successive periods of time.  Numbers had great meaning to the Hebrews.  7: Completeness, Perfection, connected to God’s completion of creation on the 7th day.   3, 10 and 12 also represent completeness, though to a lesser degree than 7.    3: Three righteous patriarchs before the flood, Abel, Enoch & Noah.  Abraham, Isaac & Jacob.  Peter, James & John.  12: 12 OT Patriarchs and 12 NT Disciples6: In the Bible, the number 6 symbolizes man and human weakness, the evils of Satan and the manifestation of sin. Man was created on the sixth day. Men are appointed 6 days to labor.  Man falls short of perfection, even as six falls short of seven.



The Seven Churches of Asia: Ephesus

Library Amphitheatre

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are real places, and some have been partially restored to their Roman past:Here’s the façade of the library, seen from the main streetAnd here’s the amphitheatre.  



Letters to the Seven Churches
Church Encouragements Rebukes Exhortations Promises

Ephesus

You persevere, 
You cannot bear 
evil and doctrinal 
error

You have left 
your first love

Repent and do the 
deeds you did at 
first

To the one who conquers I will grant to 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.’

Smyrna

You bear with 
Tribulation and 
Poverty

Do not fear; Be 
faithful unto death

I will give you the crown of life. The 
one who conquers will not be hurt by 
the second death.

Pergamum

You hold fast in 
the face of 
persecution

You tolerate 
false teaching 
of Balaam and 
the Nicolaitans

Repent and 
Overcome,

To the one who conquers I will give 
some of the hidden manna, and I will 
give him a white stone, with a new 
name written on the stone that no one 
knows except the one who receives it.’

Thyatira

Your love and faith 
and service and 
patient 
endurance, and 
increasing works 

You tolerate the 
immorality of 
Jezebel

Hold fast to what 
you have and
Overcome

I will give authority over the nations, …, 
And I will give him the morning star. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The letter to each church follows a similar pattern of opening, encouragments, rebukes, exhortations, and promises.  We don’t have time to consider the letter to each church in detail, but I’ve summarized the key points of each in these two tables.  Nicolaitans: Followers of Nicolaus, who practiced licentiousness; sexual immorality & eating food sacrificed to idols.Jezebel: wife of Ahab, a Phoenician princess, daughter of the king of Sidon Historicist View (Shared by some Futurists):Ephesus:	The Apostolic Church, to about 100 AD Smyrna:	The Persecuted Church, 100 – 313 ADPergamum:	The Compromised Church, 313 - 500Thyatira:	The Papal Church, 500 - 1500Sardis: 	The Reformation Church, 1500 - 1700Philadelphia: The Missionary Church, 1700 – presentLaodicea:	The coming Apostate Church



Letters to the Seven Churches
Church Encouragements Rebukes Exhortations Promises

Sardis

You have still a few 
… people who 
have not soiled 
their garments, 
and they will walk 
with me in white

You’re 
Spiritually 
Dead

Wake up and 
strengthen what 
remains

The one who conquers will be clothed thus 
in white garments, and I will never blot his 
name out of the book of life. I will confess 
his name before my Father and before his 
angels. 

Phila-
delphia

You have but a 
little power, you’ve 
kept My word

Hold fast what you 
have, Overcome

I will make him a pillar in the temple of my 
God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will 
write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem, which comes down from my God 
out of heaven, and my own new name.

Laodicea

You’re 
neither hot 
nor cold, 
Materialistic

Buy gold & white 
garments from 
Christ, Open the 
door, Overcome

I will come in to him and eat with him, and 
he with me. 21 The one who conquers, I will 
grant him to sit with me on my throne

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Laodicea: “You’re neither hot nor cold,”  Meals in Haiti & Nigeria; even in the heat of summer, dinner tasted better after it was warmed, and ice cold drink was something I dreamed of.



Some Applications
• Be Hopeful, Be Encouraged. 
• Praise the Lord!  

• With the seven churches, Revelation exhorts us 
to Hold Fast and to Overcome: To what are we to, 
“Hold Fast”?
• Hold Fast to God
• Hold Fast to our Confession
• Hold Fast to what is Good
• Hold Fast to the Church

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be Hopeful, Be Encouraged.  Jesus told His disciples, “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” Jn 16:33.   Life will be difficult, you may wonder how much worse things will get, but take heart, because Jesus has overcome the world, death, and hell, and He brings good out of man’s evil and the devil’s evil.“Praise the Lord, cheer for the saints, detest the beast, long for the final victory.”  Revelation reminds us that we have a great and awesome God, and He’s chosen us to be a kingdom of priests!God’s sovereignty.  We’re assured that God is working all things according to His own plan, for our good and for His glory.In this spiritual battle, there is no Switzerland, no neutral ground; we are either with God or against Him.  Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  - Joshua 24:14-15Hold Fast�Hold Fast To God: 20 You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. Deut 10:20-21Hold Fast To our Confession: 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  Heb 10:23  (Years ago when we were given the news that every parent dreads, that our daughter had leukemia, our Pastor at the time was in the room with us and encouraged us to “remember what you believe.”  It didn’t take away the emotions from the moment, but it did help us to direct them towards the One who loves us and cares for us.)Hold Fast To what is Good:  9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.”  Rom 12:9Hold Fast to the Church: We’re not in this alone; God called us to face trials together as a body.  “not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and ball the more as you see cthe Day drawing near.”  Heb 10:25What are some practical ways that we can overcome our difficult circumstances? - Prayer- CommunityTrust the Lord, reminder yourself what you have believed: Certainly this is not always easy.  When James Montgomery Boice was diagnosed with liver cancer, he had the clarity and courage to tell his congregation at Tenth Pres that this was God’s will for him, and any different circumstance would not be as good.  He was a model of an overcomer for his congregation: he died well.     Hezekiah was a man who faced the impending destruction of his nation: 3:17-19Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18  yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 19  God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on my high places.



Applications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since Revelation is a book of pictures, I’d thought I’d leave you with a more recent image, this from a Hollywood movie.  These are the hands of an old sailor that he shows to a young midshipman who’s just been ordered aloft into the rigging of their frigate, with an enemy ship bearing down.  When our lives get rough, that’s when we need to hold fast to our God and to our Confession. “I tell you, the Devil’s at the wheel of that phantom ship; you better hold fast.” Hold Fast�To God: 20 iYou shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and yhold fast to him, and zby his name you shall swear. 21 aHe is your praise. He is your God, bwho has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. Deut 10:20-21To our Confession: 23 xLet us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for yhe who promised is faithful.  Heb 10:23To what is Good:  9 tLet love be genuine. uAbhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.What are some practical ways that we can overcome our difficult circumstances? PrayerCommunity



Revelation

Learning to Love the Apocalypse

Join us on Sunday from 8:30 – 9:15 AM
GoToMeeting Access Code: 348-324-957

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goals:1. That you would learn to love the Revelation that God has given to His church2. That you would be better equipped to understand all of God’s word



A Simple Outline of Revelation
Part I: The Opening & The Letters Rev 1-3
Part II: The Seven-Sealed Scroll Rev 4-8:1
Part III: The Seven Trumpets Rev 8:2-10
Part IV: The 1,260 Days Rev 11-13
Part V: The Seven Last Plagues Rev 14-16
Part VI: The Great Babylon Rev 17-19
Part VII: The Millennium Rev 20
Part VIII: The New Creation Rev 21-22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will be a very brief survey … Various structures have been proposed for this book, some of which are quite complex.   This is a simple, thematic division.    



Some Applications
• Be Hopeful, Be Encouraged. 
• Praise the Lord!  

• How should the repeated reminders of God’s sovereignty guide 
our perspective regarding the difficult times in our lives?

• If Revelation reveals that God is engaged in a great spiritual 
battle with Satan and his counterfeit kingdom, what decision 
does that force upon us?

• In the letters to the seven churches, they are exhorted to Hold 
Fast and to Overcome:

• As fellow believers, to what should we, “Hold Fast”?
• What are some practical ways that we can overcome our difficult 

circumstances? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be Hopeful, Be Encouraged.  Jesus told His disciples, “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” Jn 16:33.   Life will be difficult, you may wonder how much worse things will get, but take heart, because Jesus has overcome the world, death, and hell, and He brings good out of man’s evil and the devil’s evil.“Praise the Lord, cheer for the saints, detest the beast, long for the final victory.”  Revelation reminds us that we have a great and awesome God, and He’s chosen us to be a kingdom of priests!God’s sovereignty.  We’re assured that God is working all things according to His own plan, for our good and for His glory.Certainly this is not always easy.  When James Montgomery Boice was diagnosed with liver cancer, he had the clarity and courage to tell his congregation at Tenth Pres that this was God’s will for him, and any different circumstance would not be as good.  He was a model for his congregation of the kind of perspective that we’re all to adopt.     In this spiritual battle, there is no Switzerland, no neutral ground; we are either with God or against Him.  Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  - Joshua 24:14-15Hold Fast�Hold Fast To God: 20 You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. Deut 10:20-21Hold Fast To our Confession: 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  Heb 10:23  (Years ago when we were given the news that every parent dreads, that our daughter had leukemia, our Pastor at the time was in the room with us and encouraged us to “remember what you believe.”  It didn’t take away the emotions from the moment, but it did help us to direct them towards the One who loves us and cares for us.)Hold Fast To what is Good:  9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.What are some practical ways that we can overcome our difficult circumstances? - Prayer- Community- Trust: Hezekiah was a man who faced the impending destruction of his nation: 3:17-19Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18  yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 19  God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on my high places.



The Revelation of John: Date of Writing
Arguments for a Late Date:

Internal Evidence:
• Nero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended 

across the empire
• Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning 

you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not 
yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 

External Evidence:
• Irenaeus

Arguments for an Early Date:
Internal Evidence:
• Nero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended 

across the empire
• Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning 

you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not 
yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 

External Evidence:
• Irenaeus
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Presentation Notes
Date of WritingLate:  (Albert Barnes, BB Warfield, Donald Guthrie, …)Internal Evidence: Ch 13 “Mortal head wound that healed” allude to a well-known superstition that arose after Nero’s death, that he would returnEmperor worship was not enforced until the time of DomitianNero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended across the empirePolycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 External Evidence:Irenaeus:Early Date( In the 1800s and early 1900s the early-date position was held by such worthies as Moses Stuart, Friederich Düsterdieck, B. F. Westcott, F. J. A. Hort, Joseph B. Lightfoot, F. W. Farrar, Alfred Edersheim, Philip Schaff, Milton Terry, Augustus Strong, and others. Though in eclipse presently, the early-date view has not totally faded away, however. More recent advocates of the early-date include Albert A. Bell, F.　F. Bruce, Rudolf Bultmann, C. C. Torrey, J. A. T. Robinson, J.　A. Fitzmeyer, J. M. Ford, C. F. D. Moule, Cornelius Vanderwaal, and others.)Internal Evidence:1. The Temple is still standing, Rev 11:2: And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.External Evidence:Eusebius: “ei de edei anaphandon en to nun kairo keruttesthai tounoma autou, di ekeinou an errethe tou kai ten apokalupsin heorakotos. Oude gar pro pollou chronou heorathe, alla schedon epi tes hemeteras geneas, pros to telei tes Dometianou arches.”Heorathe:  Third person singular, “he, she or it was seen”.  The proper pronoun can only be established by context, but is the antecedent, "him who saw the Apocalypse" (i.e., John) or "the Apocalypse"?  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 1929-1930). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition.  Generally, the antecedentis taken to be the closest preceding proper noun,  but that is not always the case, and the writer of the first English translation of Irenaeus, A. Cleveland Coxe, says, “Irenaeus, even in the original Greek, is often a very obscure writer. At times he expresses himself with remarkable clearness and terseness; but, upon the whole, his style is very involved and prolix.” 248 Irenaeus’s mention of “Ancient Copies”: Another problem with the commonly received translation is with Irenaeus's statement at 5: 30: 1 (preserved in Eusebius at 5: 8: 5): These things were said by the writer referred to in the third book of his treatise which has been quoted before, and in the fifth book he discourses thus about the Apocalypse of John and the number of the name of the Antichrist. "Now since this is so, and since this number is found in all the good and ancient copies." 283 Irenaeus's mention of ancient copies of Revelation indicates his awareness of its circulating "at a much earlier time." 284 Irenaeus's statement may be suggestive as to the date of Revelation. Lee comments that such a statement tends to suggest "an early date for the inscripturation of the original master document itself. Clearly, the original autograph must have been still more ancient than even any of the 'most ancient copies.‘ Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2115-2124). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. (1998) records the following quote from the Muratorian Canon (written around 170 AD): “[T]he blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name…John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all” (pp. 93-94). By calling John the predecessor of Paul, and saying that Paul followed John’s rule, the writer of this canon clearly taught that John wrote to the seven churches (Revelation 2-3) before Paul finished writing all of his epistles. The ‘Monarchian Prologues,’ dating back to 250-350 AD, make the same claim. It’s universally agreed that Paul died in 67 or 68 AD.Other sources during the first several centuries after Christ also refer to an earlier date for the writing of Revelation, even explicitly. Krejcir (2009 [2]) cites statements from three sources: [1] The ‘Muratorian Fragment,’ dating back to 170-190 A.D., overtly states that the book of Revelation was written during the reign of Nero (who reigned from 54-68 AD). [2] The ancient ‘Syriac version’ of the New Testament, dated in the sixth century or earlier, echoes this statement that “Revelation was written during the reign of Nero.” [3] “The ‘Aramaic Peshitta’ version [which had become the standard Aramaic/Syriac translation by the early 5th century] has a remark that places its date prior to 70 A.D.”  -The Muratorian Canon In 1740 L. A. Muratori made his celebrated discovery and publication of a manuscript fragment that subsequently came to be known as "Canon Muratorianus." 444 The portion of this important manuscript dealing with the canon of Scripture claims to have been written by someone who was a contemporary of Pius, bishop of Rome, sometime between A.D. 127 and 157. R. L. Harris notes (by reference to Westcott) that "the date of the Canon is admitted to be close to 170 A.D." 445 This date was held earlier by Schaff, as well. 446 Lightfoot and Harmer argue that it was written nearer A.D. 180.447 Others believe Caius, Presbyter of Rome, wrote it about the year A.D. 200.448 If written by Caius, it should be noted that he may well have been a student of Irenaeus. 449 But even if Caius did not compose it, it most certainly was drawn up by a writer from the latter half of the second century, the very era of Irenaeus. 450 As Schaff observes, it is "the oldest Latin church document of Rome, and of very great importance for the history of the canon." 451 The witness of this manuscript virtually demands the early date for Revelation. The relevant portion of the document states that "the blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name." Later we read: "John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all." 452 This ancient writer clearly teaches that John preceded Paul in writing letters to seven churches. And it is universally agreed among historians and theologians that Paul died before A.D. 70, either in A.D. 67 or 68.453  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2781-2799). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. 



Revelation: The Significance of Numbers
• 7: The number of Completeness & Perfection, connected to God’s completion of 

creation on the 7th day.   
• 3, 10 and 12 also represent completeness, though to a lesser degree than 7.    
• 3: Three righteous patriarchs before the flood, Abel, Enoch & Noah.  Abraham, Isaac & Jacob.  

Peter, James & John.  
• 10: Ten is also viewed as a complete and perfect number, as is 3, 7 and 12. It is made up of 4, the 

number of the physical creation, and 6, the number of man. As such, 10 signifies testimony, law, 
responsibility and the completeness of order.

• In Genesis 1 we find the phrase "God said" 10 times, which is a testimony of His creative power. 
God gave the 10 Commandments to man. Ten therefore represents man's responsibility to keep 
the commandments. A tithe is a 10th of our earnings and is a testimony of our faith in the Lord.

• 12: 12 OT Patriarchs and 12 NT Disciples

• 6: In the Bible, the number 6 symbolizes man and human weakness, the evils of Satan 
and the manifestation of sin. Man was created on the sixth day and is appointed 6 days 
to labor.  Man falls short of perfection, even as six falls short of seven.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recall that John had spent three years traveling with Jesus and was one of the three disciples of His inner circle.  At the last supper, John reclined on Jesus as a close friend, yet seeing an image of Christ in His glory, this man loses all strength and falls to the ground like a dead man.John’s Reaction:	In the writing of his Gospel, John primarily emphasized the humanity of the incarnate Christ; in his Apocalypse, John emphasizes the deity of Christ. Christ’s Encouragements:The First and the Last: The Eternality of ChristThe Living One: The self-existence of Christ, the One with the power of life within Himself, who freely laid down His life and then took it up again in the power of His resurrection Keys of Death and Hades: Christ conquered the power of death and of hell.  He has passed through death and opened the way to eternal life for all who belief, both those who are still living and those who had died in faith.Christ’s Explanation:One of the few places in Revelation where the images are explained

https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/greatest-events-old-testament.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/ten-commandments-in-old-and-new-testaments.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/definition-of-christian-terms/tithing.html


Revelation 1:4-8  Prologue to the Letters
• Written to seven churches in Asia (Turkey)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Near to John’s place of imprisonment



The Seven Churches

• 9 I, John, 



The Seven Churches
Church Encouragments Rebukes Exhortations

Ephesus
Perseverance, Doctrinal
Purity Have left your first love

Repent and do the deeds you did 
at first

Smyrna
Bearing with Tribulation and 
Poverty

Do not fear; Be faithful unto 
death and I will give you the 
crown of life

Pergamum
Hold fast in the face of 
persecution

Tolerate false teaching of Balaam 
and the Nicolaitans Repent and Overcome

Thyatira

Love, faith, service, 
perseverance and growing 
works

Tolerate the immorality of 
Jezebel

Hold fast to what you have and
Overcome

Sardis Spiritually Dead
Wake up and strengthen what 
remains

Philadelphia
Possessing a little power, 
Perseverance

Hold fast what you have and
Overcome

Laodicea
Neither hot nor cold, 
Materialistic

Buy gold & white garments from 
Christ, Open the door, Overcome



The Revelation





Understanding Revelation
• Another reason that we may find Revelation difficult to 

understand is that it assumes that the reader knows the Old 
Testament.  

• More than half of the verses of Revelation are either quotations 
or references to Old Testament passages.

• Gr. apokalypsis, meaning “a revelation” or “a disclosure”
• A type of Jewish and early Christian lit., the bulk of which stems 

from the years 200 B.C.-A.D. 100, containing visions or 
revelations from God concerning the imminent coming of the 
end of the present evil age and the final advent of God’s 
kingdom. – Bible Gateway
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