
Revelation

Living in Hope

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to our Summer class.  I hope we’ll soon be able to meet face-to-face, but for now I’m grateful for technology that allows us to still meet from a distance.   Some housekeeping reminders with this app:1. Please keep your microphone muted unless you wish to speak so that we aren’t distracted by background noise.  You’ll see the icon on the screen.    2. I’d like to make our time together interactive within the limits of our time and this electronic media.  I’ll occasionally ask you all a question, and I’ll also stop periodically to invite questions from you.  While there is a chat screen, but if you do type something I’m afraid that it’ll probably be too small on my screen and I probably won’t see it, so if you want to ask a question, please wait for the next pause and speak it.  So let’s dive in.  Attempting to cover Revelation is only 8 weeks is a little daunting. John must have felt a great urgency to write down everything he saw in the visions, and I perhaps feel an echo of that urgency to hasten through it together. You may have noticed that the subtitle on the website reads, “Hope for the Future.”  Sandra didn’t make a mistake, I’ve changed it, because Revelation is not just a book of hope for the future, but also for the present.  And since that doesn’t make a good subtitle, I’ve settled on “Living in Hope.”  This is a book of hope, it’s a book of enouragement, and a book of exhortation.  Some look at the book of Revelation as a giant puzzle, and they may focus great energy in attempting to fit the pieces together and figure out exactly when the second coming will happen, or who is the Great Beast, and miss the real blessings of this book. 



The Revelation (Apocalypse) of John
One of the most vigorously debated books in the Bible:
• Authorship: John the Apostle or another John?
• Date of Writing: ~AD 65 or ~AD 95?
• Interpretation

• Historically, 4 Major Views have been held by Christians holding a *high 
view of Scripture:

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
Revelation speaks to the 
unfolding history of the 
New Testament Church

Most of Revelation speaks 
of recurring events, 

typical of many times & 
places

Most of Revelation speaks
primarily to John’s near 

future, therefore our past 

Most of Revelation speaks 
to our future, and 

therefore John’s far future

The Beast is Pagan Rome, 
continued with the Pope 

& the Papacy

The Beast is any state that 
persecutes the Church

The Beast is the Roman 
Emperor & his Empire

The Beast is a future State, 
a new Roman Empire

*Christian Believers holding that Scripture is inerrant, authoritative, and understandable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Date of Writing: We could easily fill an entire class with this discussion.  Which interpretation was most widely held by Luther, Calvin and the other Reformers?Which interpretation is most widely held in the U.S.?Which interpretations are most widely held within Reformed traditions in America?We should treat this book with humility and with charity towards believers who hold different views.  “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”  “Often attributed to great theologians such as Augustine, it comes from an otherwise undistinguished German Lutheran theologian of the early seventeenth century, Rupertus Meldenius. The phrase occurs in a tract on Christian unity written (circa 1627) during the Thirty Years War (1618–1648), a bloody time in European history in which religious tensions played a significant role.”  - Mark Ross, Tabletalk Magazine 9/1/09This might seem discouraging, but each of these views share a conviction that this book leads us awe and wonder in our great God and it strengthens our hope in His sovereign plan for history.  Authorship:The Strongest Arguments that the author was John the Apostle:“There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation” “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee. - Gregg p 12 It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John2. John was a common name.  There was no other person in the ancient church who could have identified himself simply as John without further identification.  He may have spoken from familiarity, from humility, or possibly out of a desire to remain somewhat anonymous to his enemies.   This book would be considered highly seditious to a Roman.    The main argument for another John as the author is the difference in the Greek style and grammar: John’s Gospel and Letters use a very refined Greek, but Revelation is written in a much rougher style.  This may be explained by:1. John is described in Acts 4:13 as “unschooled.”  John may have written his earlier works with the help of a secretary, which was unavailable in his exile on Patmos2. John may have written in haste, in order to capture the vision in writing before it faded.1. “There was no dispute among the apostolic fathers as to the authorship of the Revelation”  - Gregg p 122. “Justin Martyr (d. 165), Irenaeus (c 180), Clement of Alexandria (d. 215), Tertullian (d. 220) unanimously identified this author with John, the son of Zebedee3. It wasn’t until the mid-third Century that Dionysius of Alexandria suggested it was the work of another John.  Eusebius (c. 325) likewise attributed the book to another John4. Some modern scholars likewise argue that this was another John, principally because of the differences in Greek style and grammar between Revelation and the other works of John.  Date of WritingLate: ca. AD 95 during the reign of Domitian  (Albert Barnes, BB Warfield, Donald Guthrie, John Walvoord, Merril Tenney, …)Internal Evidence: Ch 13 “Mortal head wound that healed” allude to a well-known superstition that arose after Nero’s death, that he would returnEmperor worship was not enforced until the time of DomitianNero’s persecution was limited to the region of Rome itself, whereas Domitian’s extended across the empirePolycarp, Bishop of Smyrna states in his letter to the Phillipians (11:3), that “for concerning you he (Paul) boasts in all the churches who then alone had known the Lord, for we had not yet known him.) Yet, Paul wrote his Epistle to the Phillipians in ~AD 63 External Evidence:Irenaeus:“But if it had been necessary to announce his name plainly at the present time, it would have been spoke by him who saw the apocalypse. For it was not seen long ago, but almost in our own time, at the end of the reign of Domitian.” Early Date   ca. AD 65, during the reign of Nero ( In the 1800s and early 1900s the early-date position was held by such worthies as Moses Stuart, Friederich Düsterdieck, B. F. Westcott, F. J. A. Hort, Joseph B. Lightfoot, F. W. Farrar, Alfred Edersheim, Philip Schaff, Milton Terry, Augustus Strong, and others. Though in eclipse presently, the early-date view has not totally faded away, however. More recent advocates of the early-date include Albert A. Bell, F.　F. Bruce, Rudolf Bultmann, C. C. Torrey, J. A. T. Robinson, J.　A. Fitzmeyer, J. M. Ford, C. F. D. Moule, Cornelius Vanderwaal, Kenneth Gentry, and others.)Internal Evidence:1. The Temple is still standing, Rev 11:2: And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.External Evidence:Eusebius: “ei de edei anaphandon en to nun kairo keruttesthai tounoma autou, di ekeinou an errethe tou kai ten apokalupsin heorakotos. Oude gar pro pollou chronou heorathe, alla schedon epi tes hemeteras geneas, pros to telei tes Dometianou arches.”Heorathe:  Third person singular, “he, she or it was seen”.  The proper pronoun can only be established by context, but is the antecedent, "him who saw the Apocalypse" (i.e., John) or "the Apocalypse"?  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 1929-1930). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition.  Generally, the antecedentis taken to be the closest preceding proper noun,  but that is not always the case, and the writer of the first English translation of Irenaeus, A. Cleveland Coxe, says, “Irenaeus, even in the original Greek, is often a very obscure writer. At times he expresses himself with remarkable clearness and terseness; but, upon the whole, his style is very involved and prolix.” 248 Irenaeus’s mention of “Ancient Copies”: Another problem with the commonly received translation is with Irenaeus's statement at 5: 30: 1 (preserved in Eusebius at 5: 8: 5): These things were said by the writer referred to in the third book of his treatise which has been quoted before, and in the fifth book he discourses thus about the Apocalypse of John and the number of the name of the Antichrist. "Now since this is so, and since this number is found in all the good and ancient copies." 283 Irenaeus's mention of ancient copies of Revelation indicates his awareness of its circulating "at a much earlier time." 284 Irenaeus's statement may be suggestive as to the date of Revelation. Lee comments that such a statement tends to suggest "an early date for the inscripturation of the original master document itself. Clearly, the original autograph must have been still more ancient than even any of the 'most ancient copies.‘ Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2115-2124). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. (1998) records the following quote from the Muratorian Canon (written around 170 AD): “[T]he blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name…John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all” (pp. 93-94). By calling John the predecessor of Paul, and saying that Paul followed John’s rule, the writer of this canon clearly taught that John wrote to the seven churches (Revelation 2-3) before Paul finished writing all of his epistles. The ‘Monarchian Prologues,’ dating back to 250-350 AD, make the same claim. It’s universally agreed that Paul died in 67 or 68 AD.Other sources during the first several centuries after Christ also refer to an earlier date for the writing of Revelation, even explicitly. Krejcir (2009 [2]) cites statements from three sources: [1] The ‘Muratorian Fragment,’ dating back to 170-190 A.D., overtly states that the book of Revelation was written during the reign of Nero (who reigned from 54-68 AD). [2] The ancient ‘Syriac version’ of the New Testament, dated in the sixth century or earlier, echoes this statement that “Revelation was written during the reign of Nero.” [3] “The ‘Aramaic Peshitta’ version [which had become the standard Aramaic/Syriac translation by the early 5th century] has a remark that places its date prior to 70 A.D.”  -The Muratorian Canon In 1740 L. A. Muratori made his celebrated discovery and publication of a manuscript fragment that subsequently came to be known as "Canon Muratorianus." 444 The portion of this important manuscript dealing with the canon of Scripture claims to have been written by someone who was a contemporary of Pius, bishop of Rome, sometime between A.D. 127 and 157. R. L. Harris notes (by reference to Westcott) that "the date of the Canon is admitted to be close to 170 A.D." 445 This date was held earlier by Schaff, as well. 446 Lightfoot and Harmer argue that it was written nearer A.D. 180.447 Others believe Caius, Presbyter of Rome, wrote it about the year A.D. 200.448 If written by Caius, it should be noted that he may well have been a student of Irenaeus. 449 But even if Caius did not compose it, it most certainly was drawn up by a writer from the latter half of the second century, the very era of Irenaeus. 450 As Schaff observes, it is "the oldest Latin church document of Rome, and of very great importance for the history of the canon." 451 The witness of this manuscript virtually demands the early date for Revelation. The relevant portion of the document states that "the blessed Apostle Paul, following the rule of his predecessor John, writes to no more than seven churches by name." Later we read: "John too, indeed, in the Apocalypse, although he writes to only seven churches, yet addresses all." 452 This ancient writer clearly teaches that John preceded Paul in writing letters to seven churches. And it is universally agreed among historians and theologians that Paul died before A.D. 70, either in A.D. 67 or 68.453  Gentry Jr., Kenneth L.. Before Jerusalem Fell: Dating the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 2781-2799). Victorious Hope Publishing. Kindle Edition. Historicist:Anselm of Havelburg (1129-1155) and Rupert of Deutz (1111-1129); later Martin Luther and most of the reformers. Idealist:Idealist ideas began with the Alexandrian Fathers, but weren’t fully developed until the 19th & 20th Century.  Auberlen, Leon Morris, Michael Wilcox.  William Hendrikson, “More than Conquerors” 1939; GK Beale Commentary on Revelation, 1999; Dennis Johnson, “The Triumph of the Lamb.”Preterist:Luiz de Alcazar (1554-1613) (Jesuit scholar), Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) (Dutch Reformed), Moses Stuart (1845), James Snowden (1919), more recently David Chilton, Kenneth GentryFuturism is the most recent interpretation, initially proposed by some Jesuit scholars as a response to protestantism, but not gaining any significant following until 1827 with John Nelson Darby, leader of the Plymouth Brethren, and popularized with the publication of the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909, the first reference Bible to be published since the Geneva Bible in 1560.    Hal Lindsey, “The Late, Great Planet Earth” in the 1970’s and the “Left Behind” Series in the 1990’s.



Some Hermeneutical Principles
1. The Analogy of Faith: Scripture interprets Scripture

• More than half of Revelation is quotes or references to the Old 
Testament

2. The Historical Principle: Scripture was written for us but 
not to us

• The best way to understand this book is to read it from the 
perspective of the original recipients

• One of the worst mistakes is to read into this book our own 
current events and situations

3. The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture is real literature 
and is best understood in the sense in which it was written

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable, and that includes this book.  It’s meant to be profitable to God’s people, but to understand this book requires us to do some homework, beginning with some basic hermeneutical principles. Some theological groundwork … Hermeneutics: The art and science of Biblical interpretation.   “The study of the methodological principles of interpretation (as of the Bible)” - Merriam Webster From Hermes, the mythological messenger of the gods. The Analogy of Faith: Scripture interprets ScriptureNot all Scripture is equally plain; we use the main and plain teachings of Scripture to better understand the more difficult passages.2. The Historical Principle: Scripture was written for us but not to us	Some have compared reading Scripture to reading other peoples’ mail, which might be overstating it a bit, but the point is that to best understand Scripture we need to put ourselves in the place of the original audience, who grew up in cultures very different from our Western, twenty-first century America.One of the greatest mistakes in trying to interpret Revelation is to read into the text our current historical context rather than reading out of it from the context in which it was written.e.g. one famous commentator recently asserted that the flying locusts of Revelation 9:7 are Apache attack helicopters.7 bIn appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: con their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were dlike human faces, 8 their hair like women's hair, and etheir teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was flike the noise of many chariots with ghorses rushing into battle. 10 They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people hfor five months is in their tails.3. The Literal (Literary) Principle: Scripture has been given to us as real literature and is best understood in the sense in which it was written, the sensus literalis.Goals



Understanding Revelation
One of the reasons that we find Revelation difficult to understand is 
that much of it’s written in an unfamiliar genre, Apocalypse
• Gr. apokalypsis, meaning “a revelation” or “an unveiling”
• Visions - apocalyptic literature uses visions as a way of revealing 

secrets from heaven about the present and the future. 
• Powerful Symbolism - Each of the apocalyptic books is rich in 

symbolism. The reader's imagination is stretched. - A book of 
Pictures not Puzzles

• As 21st Century westerners, our first inclination is often to study 
each detail in a vision and attempt to fit them together as with a 
puzzle.   

• Revelation is best understood by focusing upon the Big Picture 
rather than jumping to each detail.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you find yourself becoming frustrated in Revelation, it’s probably time to take a step back from the details and look again at the big picture. 



Revelation 12 - 14

The Woman, The Child, and the 
Counterfeit Trinity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another key to understanding is that it’s a book filled with repeated Cycles.  As Westerners, we’re more used to books that start in the beginning and move to an ending more or less in a straight line.  And some have tried to figure out in what chapter of Revelation they’re living, and what will be next.  If you attempt to read Revelation in this way, you’ll find it to be very confusing.  This week we look at the fourth cycle of the Book of Revelation.First Cycle: Letters to 7 churchesSecond Cycle: 7 Seals of the Great ScrollThird Cycle: 7 Trumpets Fourth Cycle: You might be expecting another cycle of 7, but this book is not so predictable as that, and in this cycle instead of 7’s we’ll see 3-1/2’s and 6’s.   So we’ll talk about the particular meaning that those numbers would have had to a first Century Jewish believer.  Part I: The Opening & The Letters	Rev 1-3Part II: The Seven-Sealed Scroll		Rev 4-8:1Part III: The Seven Trumpets		Rev 8:2-11Part IV: The Dragon and the Beasts	Rev 12-14Part V: The Seven Last Plagues		Rev 14-16	Part VI: The Great Babylon			Rev 17-19Part VII: The Millennium			Rev 20Part VIII: The New Creation			Rev 21-22The first and second cycles each began with a vision of God in heaven



Rev 12:1-6 The Woman, The Great Dragon, & The Child
12 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the 
agony of giving birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a 
great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her 
child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to 
rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to 
God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished 
for 1,260 days.



Rev 12:1-6 The Woman, The Great Dragon, & The Child
The Woman: 
• “Clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 

her head a crown of twelve stars”
• Roman Catholics would like to see this as Mary, the physical 

mother of Jesus. 
• We see that Mary didn’t flee into the wilderness; she fled to Egypt.  
• Also, verse 17 mentions that this same woman has other children.

• The woman represents God’s Covenant People
• Clothed in heavenly glory that’s hidden during our time on the earth
• God’s promised Messiah is born to His covenant people, who give birth 

to many other spiritual children

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whatever school of interpretation you find most convincing, in chapter 12 we have an interlude, a flashback if you will.  A text not speaking about the near future or the far future or the ongoing experience of the Church, but a brief look back in time to the incarnation of Christ and even farther back in time to the great rebellion of Satan and the fallen angels that followed him.  The Woman:  large RC church in Orlando, “Mary Queen of the Universe”



Rev 12:1-6 The Woman, The Great Dragon, & The Child
The Great Dragon: 
• The seductive serpent of Genesis is now portrayed as a terrifying, 

voracious dragon
• He’s Red, lit. “Fiery”; he’s trying to imitate the glory of Christ, 

“whose face was like the sun shining in full strength” (Rev 1:16) 
and of His people who are “clothed with the sun” (Rev 12:1)

• He has seven heads, representing immense authority, with seven 
diadems, an imitation of the woman’s crown of stars

• He has ten horns, representing great power
• “His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast 

them to the earth”: one-third of the angels follow Satan in 
his rebellion against God

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Rev 12:1-6 The Woman, The Great Dragon, & The Child
The Child: 
• We see the birth of the promised Messiah in this passage
• Satan waits to destroy the child when He’s most vulnerable:

• Herod killed all of the male children aged two and under in the region
• The Jewish leaders conspired with Herod Antipater and the Roman 

Governor, Pontius Pilate, to destroy Jesus 

• Christ’s earthly ministry is passed over and the narrative 
proceeds directly to His ascension and enthronement in heaven

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Preterists see the flight of the woman into the wilderness represented by the fleeing of Jewish believers into the wilderness during the Jewish War, leaving the Dragon and his Beast to vent their rage upon the other children; i.e. the unbelieving Jews gathered in Jerusalem.



Rev 12:7-12 War in Heaven Spreads to the Earth
7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the 
dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was 
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in 
heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, 
who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he 
was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown 
down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they 
have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 
death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! 
But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in 
great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 



Rev 12:7-12 War in Heaven Spreads to the Earth
• Michael leads the host of heaven in making war against 

Satan and his fallen angels.
• By what means will God‘s people defeat Satan?

• “And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not 
their lives even unto death.”

• Satan has come down to the earth and the sea in 
great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The whole history of the church is captured in one brief vision of warfare.God’s people overcome not with might or with cleverness, but with faithfulness and sacrifice.   (If you’re a fan of Tolkein in his great trilogy, The Lord of the Rings, many powerful characters fight against the forces of wickedness, but it’s little Frodo who wins the greatest victory, through faithful suffering. We conquer by follow our Lord in suffering.)



Rev 12:13-17 The Fury of the Dragon  
13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the 
earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male 
child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle 
so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the 
place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a 
time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after 
the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to 
the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his 
mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and 
went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep 
the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And 
he stood on the sand of the sea.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skip?



Rev 12:13-17 The Fury of the Dragon
• Satan’s reaction to being thrown down from heaven is to 

pursue God’s people.
• Provisions to protect the woman:

• Wings to fly into the wilderness for 3-1/2 years
• The opening of the earth to swallow the flood sent by the Dragon

• In frustration, Satan then turns to make war on the rest of 
the woman’s offspring.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Woman:  large RC church in Orlando, “Mary Queen of the Universe”Wings: 4 u‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how vI bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.” Ex 19:4 Preterists see the flight of the woman into the wilderness represented by the fleeing of Jewish believers into the wilderness during the Jewish War, leaving the Dragon and his Beast to vent their rage upon the other children; i.e. the unbelieving Jews gathered in Jerusalem.



Rev 13:1-4 The Great Beast from the Sea
13 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and 
seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous 
names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a 
leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a 
lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his 
throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have 
a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the 
whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4 And they 
worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the 
beast, and who can fight against it?”

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Rev 13:1-4 The Great Beast from the Sea
The Sea
• We look at the sea as a playground for our vacations;
• The ancients viewed the sea as a place of chaos and danger
• In 186 BC the Hebrews first saw Rome as a great empire from the sea.

The Beast from the Sea: 
• Made in the image of the dragon, as an imitation of Christ
• With Ten horns: Symbols of power
• A direct reference to Daniel’s vision of four beasts rising from the sea, each 

representing a great Gentile empire:
• 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and 

dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in 
pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts 
that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there 
came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns 
were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a 
man, and a mouth speaking great things. Dan 7:7-8

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This great beast seems to be a combination of the four empires seen by Daniel, totaling seven heads and ten horns.7 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 2 Daniel declared,[a] “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5 And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.After being defeated by Carthage in the first Punic war, Rome copied the Carthaginian ships and became the dominant sea power for centuries.Rome: The Mediterranean was called, “A Roman Lake.” Came from the Sea, first as “the ships of Kittim” In 168 BC, a Roman Consul named Gaius Popillius Laenas brought a legion in ships to intervene against Antiochus IV’s invasion of Egypt.  He drew a circular line in the sand around King Antiochus IV of the Seleucid Empire, then said, "Before you cross this circle I want you to give me a reply for the Roman Senate" – implying that Rome would declare war if the King stepped out of the circle without committing to leave Egypt immediately. Weighing his options, Antiochus wisely decided to withdraw. Only then did Popillius agree to shake hands with him.



Rev 13:1-4 The Great Beast from the Sea

The Fourth Beast of Daniel 7 The First Beast of Revelation 13 & 17

Presenter
Presentation Notes
7 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 2 Daniel declared,[a] “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5 And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.After being defeated by Carthage in the first Punic war, Rome copied the Carthaginian ships and became the dominant sea power for centuries.Rome: The Mediterranean was called, “A Roman Lake.” Came from the Sea, first as “the ships of Kittim” In 168 BC, a Roman Consul named Gaius Popillius Laenas brought a legion in ships to intervene against Antiochus IV’s invasion of Egypt.  He drew a circular line in the sand around King Antiochus IV of the Seleucid Empire, then said, "Before you cross this circle I want you to give me a reply for the Roman Senate" – implying that Rome would declare war if the King stepped out of the circle without committing to leave Egypt immediately. Weighing his options, Antiochus wisely decided to withdraw. Only then did Popillius agree to shake hands with him.



Rev 13:1-4 The Great Beast from the Sea

• Suffered a mortal wound, yet was healed.
• Preterists see this as the year of four emperors, AD 69, when the 

Roman empire was fractured into chaos and civil war between multiple 
contenders

• The Dragon and the Beast are worshipped by the world

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
The Beast is Pagan Rome, 
continued with the Pope 

& the Papacy

The Beast is State power
that persecutes the 

Church

The Beast is the Roman 
Emperor, Nero, and his

Empire

The Beast is a future State, 
a new Roman Empire

Presenter
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After being defeated by Carthage in the first Punic war, Rome copied the Carthaginian ships and became the dominant sea power for centuries.Rome: The Mediterranean was called, “A Roman Lake.” Came from the Sea, first as “the ships of Kittim” In 168 BC, a Roman Consul named Gaius Popillius Laenas brought a legion in ships to intervene against Antiochus IV’s invasion of Egypt.  He drew a circular line in the sand around King Antiochus IV of the Seleucid Empire, then said, "Before you cross this circle I want you to give me a reply for the Roman Senate" – implying that Rome would declare war if the King stepped out of the circle without committing to leave Egypt immediately. Weighing his options, Antiochus wisely decided to withdraw. Only then did Popillius agree to shake hands with him.Preterists: According to Suetonius, whenever Nero wanted to let off a little steam, he would tie naked boys and girls to stakes, dress up like an animal, jump on them, and pretend to eat them. This was most likely a recreation of how criminals were executed in that time, with Nero pretending to be a vicious animal devouring a sentenced man in front of an audience.Preterists are divided regarding chapters 13 – 19.  Some, including David Chilton, Milton Terry, J. Stuart Russell and Phillip Carrington, see these visions as a continuing revelation about the destruction of Jerusalem.  Other, including Moses Stuart, Jay Adams, and David S. Clark, see this section as referring to the later persecutions of Christians by the Roman Empire.  Chapter 12 then provides the transition from Jerusalem to Rome.  



Rev 13:5-10 The Great Beast from the Sea
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous 
words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two 
months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in 
heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer 
them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and 
language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of 
the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone has 
an ear, let him hear:

10 If anyone is to be taken captive,
to captivity he goes;

if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
with the sword must he be slain.

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

Presenter
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Rev 13:5-10 The Beast Makes War on the Saints
• The Beast speaks haughty, blasphemous words
• He’s allowed to exercise authority for 42 months
• The Beast makes war on the saints

• The great persecution of Christians began under Nero, who 
blamed the Christians for the great fire of Rome in 64 AD.  This 
persecution continued until his death in 68 AD.

• Others see this as the Jewish War with Rome, 66 – 70 AD
• The persecution of Christians within the Roman Empire would 

rise and fall, reaching its peak under Diocletian, 244 - 311 AD
• It was finally ended by Constantine I with the Edict of Milan in 

313 AD

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Haughty, Blasphemous words: Other emperors were deified after their deaths, but Nero was the first emperor to demand worship as a deity while he was still living.The Great Fire burned for 9 days and destroyed 2/3 of the cityAccording to Tacitus and later Christian tradition, Emperor Nero blamed the devastation on the Christian community in the city, initiating the empire's first persecution against the Christians  “Nero fiddled while Rome burned”  The accusations of Nero having started the fire were further strengthened by his quickness to rebuild burned neighborhoods in the Greek style and to launch the construction of his new palace. The new palace, known as Golden House, would have been massive, covering a third of Rome.[12]The Great Fire burned for 9 days and destroyed 2/3 of the cityAccording to Tacitus and later Christian tradition, Emperor Nero blamed the devastation on the Christian community in the city, initiating the empire's first persecution against the Christians  “Nero fiddled while Rome burned”  The accusations of Nero having started the fire were further exacerbated by his quickness to rebuild burned neighborhoods in the Greek style and to launch construction of his new palace. The new palace, known as Golden House, would have been massive, covering a third of Rome.[12]It included a man-made lake, and a huge palace with ceilings studded with gems. Tacitus then describes the torture of Christians: (Annals 15.44)Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man's cruelty, that they were being destroyed.[12]The Emperor Nero introduced twilight executions where hapless Christians were nailed to the cross and burned alive as torches to light the arena of the Colosseum. Others were thrown to wild animals.Note: The lake would be replaced by Vespasian with the Colosseum, (The Flavian Amphitheater), Construction was funded by the opulent spoils taken from the Jewish Temple after the First Jewish–Roman War in 70 CE led to the Siege of Jerusalem. According to a reconstructed inscription found on the site, "the emperor Vespasian ordered this new amphitheatre to be erected from his general's share of the booty.“It was here that many Christians were killed in gladiatorial games or fighting wild beasts.  There are accounts of Christian children being dressed in lambs skins and being chased to their deaths by wild beasts as preludes to the main gladiatorial events. Roman Executions at the Colosseum - The Victims�The victims of  Roman Executions at the Colosseum and other arenas were Executions were criminals, Roman Army deserters, rebels, traitors, runaway slaves and those guilty of various sorts of antisocial behavior, such as the Christians. – Roman Executions at the Colosseum - Crucifixion�Roman Executions at the Colosseum included the terrible sentence of Crucifixion. The punishment of crucifixion was chiefly inflicted on slaves and the worst kind of criminals, including Christians. Roman Executions at the Colosseum�The Roman Executions at the Colosseum included other forms such as:Being burnt alive *** Being bound by the feet to the tails of wild horses and dragged to death *** Being torn to pieces by wild beasts *** Beaten to death *** Burned with plates of red-hot iron  - tribunesandtriumphs.org/colosseum 



The Meaning of 3-1/2 Years
• The Duration: 42 months
• This period is quoted repeatedly in Rev 11-13: 3-1/2 

years, 42 months, 1260 days
• Symbolically, it represents a time that’s half of 7, a limited 

duration
• Interpretations differ as to whether there is a more 

specific meaning:
Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist

1260 Days represent 1260 
Years of the Papacy, but 
there was no consensus 

on the starting year

3-1/2 Years are repeated 
times of significant 

tribulation for the church 
or the entire church age 

The persecution by Nero, 
AD 64 – 68 and/or the 
time of the Jewish War
with Rome, AD 66-70

Most see two future 
periods, “The Tribulation” 

and the “The Great 
Tribulation”
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Futurists: According to most Futurists, The Tribulation is suffered by the Church, which is then raptured from the earth.  This is followed by “The Great Tribulation” which is suffered by those who remain.  During this period, 144,000 people will repent and be saved, though some see them as “not first class saints” (Seiss)



Rev 13:11-18  The Second Beast
11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a 
lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first 
beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the 
first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, 
even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and 
by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives 
those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that 
was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give 
breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even 
speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the 
beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and 
poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the 
forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the 
name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the 
one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man, and his number is 666.
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Rev 13:11-18  The Second Beast
• Rises from the earth
• With Two horns like a lamb: an imitation of The Lamb of God
• Speaks like the Dragon and leads the world to worship the first Beast
• Performs great signs 

Historicist Idealist Preterist Futurist
The Second Beast is the 

Roman Papacy and 
Priesthood

The Second Beast is False 
Religion & Philosophy 
that leads the world in 

idolatry

The Second Beast is the 
Cult of the Roman 

Emperors, which enforced 
their worship

The Second Beast is a 
future religious leader
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The Roman Concilia were established to enforce emperor worship and were particularly strong in Asia Minor.Note: Some Preterists see the 2nd Beast as the tyrannical Roman Governors under Nero, Albinus & Gessius Florus.	Other Preterists see the 2nd Beast as the Jewish leadership



Rev 13:11-18  The Second Beast
• The Second Beast appears to give breath to the images of the Beast

• Many ancient temples included mechanical devices to create the 
illusion of thunder, wind, or magical movement

• During the first century Heron of Alexandria created many temple 
devices that appeared to magically move, powered by a 
combination of steam, water and mechanics, documented in his 
book, Pneumatica
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Heron’s famous book, Pneumatica, is one of his writings on mechanics that we have left. Pneumatics is the method of using gas and air to move objects, a technique that Heron employed in his devices to achieve an otherworldly effect.One of the most stunning machines is #78, an altarpiece featuring a stone sculpture of a cherub and a horse. The cherub would pivot to face the horse. With his knife, he would cut the head off the horse; the horse’s head was connected to his body by a telescopic pipe.While the cherub turned to face the horse, water would fill a chamber below. The knife moved parts of the pipe apart, as it sliced through the horse’s head but it would also put the parts back together again. As the horse’s head would be falling over, the priest would put a bowl of water under the horse’s mouth. The pressure from the water filling up the chamber below would create a suction effect. Thus, the horse appeared to drink from the cup.



The Original The Counterfeit Their Role
The Father The Dragon To Originate, To Plan

Christ the Son The First Beast To Execute the Plan
The Holy Spirit The Second Beast, 

The False Prophet
To Witness, To Raise

up followers

A Counterfeit Trinity

Satan, The Dragon (12:3) The Beast, His Agent (13:1)
7 Heads 7 Heads
10 Horns 10 Horns

Crowns on Heads Crowns on Horns

The Beast as Satan’s Image and Agent



Rev 13:11-18  The Mark of the Beast
• Marked on the right hand or forehead
• Futurists see this as a digital device replacing 

cash & credit cards, like a subdermal 
implant.   

• Remember, Scripture interprets Scripture, 
and Scripture was written for us not to us.  

• The Shema: 
• 4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 

one … 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes.

• To an ancient Hebrew, the forehead is the center of 
thought & reason, and the hand is the center of 
power.

• This mark is the imitation of the sign & seal of God. 
An Israeli soldier wearing phylacteries
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The Shema:  4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[b] 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  If you go to Jerusalem today you can see Jews who have leather bindings on their forearms, and leather boxed on their foreheads.The forehead is the center of thought & reason, the hand is the center of power. (One shouldn’t assume that those who wear phylacteries believe this is their only obligation to this great command.  They consider them as physical reminders and as aids to prayer in the same way that we bow our heads when we pray.)  



Rev 13:11-18  The Number of the Beast
The Meanings of 666:
• Symbolically, Six falls short of Seven, the number of 

perfection:
• Though Satan imitates God he can never achieve His 

perfection
• Six is the number of mankind; we were created on the sixth 

day
• Satan’s Beast achieves a threefold six, he is the greatest of 

fallen man
• Christ is the perfect, “Son of Man”: He is the 777 
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The Beast of Revelation, p 30-34, Dr. Kenneth Gentry



Rev 13:11-18  The Number of the Beast
The Meanings of 666:
• Some see the call to calculate the number of the beast as a reference 

to gematria, which was practiced by Assyrians, Babylonians and 
Greeks, and was later adopted into Jewish culture.  

• “Nero Caesar” transliterated from Greek to Hebrew is Nrwn Qsr, 
which sums to a numerical value of 666.
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The Beast of Revelation, p 30-34, Dr. Kenneth Gentry



Rev 14:1-5  The Lamb and the 144,000
14 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with 
him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their 
foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like 
the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a 
new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and 
before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 
who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not 
defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who 
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from 
mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie 
was found, for they are blameless.
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Rev 14:1-5  The Lamb and the 144,000
• Christ is again represented as The Lamb, now standing on a heavenly 

Mount Zion
• The 144,000: 12 and 1000 are both numbers of completion; 

12x12x1,000 is completion to the third power; all who are sealed with 
the name of God

• The sound of a voice like the roar of many waters and of loud 
thunder (here’s the genuine voice of God, imitated by the beast)

• The 144,000 sing a new song that no one can learn except those who 
had been redeemed.

• The New Song is the song of the New Creation

Presenter
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Note:  The emphasis of “first fruits” is that these are the people from the earth who are dedicated to God, at the beginning of the full harvest



Some Applications
• What are some ways that Christians are suffering 

persecution today?
• What are some ways that Christians are suffering even in 

our own nation?
• What hope does Revelation offer to suffering believers?

• The reign of the Dragon and his Beasts are only temporary; 
God has set a definite end to them

• God sovereign power guarantees His final victory
• God’s righteousness guarantees justice

• What’s especially reassuring about the vision of the 
144,000 in heaven?

• The threefold number of completion assures us that God will 
raise every one of His redeemed people to eternal life.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to open doors ministry as reported by Christianity Today:Every day, 8 Christians worldwide are killed because of their faith.Every week, 182 churches or Christian buildings are attacked.And every month, 309 Christians are imprisoned unjustly.260 million Christians are suffering persecution.  



Revelation 12 - 14

The Woman, The Child, and the 
Counterfeit Trinity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This week we look at the fourth cycle of the Book of Revelation.The first and second cycles each began with a vision of God in heaven
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