
   

 

JOHN 

Committed to Christ and His Word 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 
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Dear Sycamore family,  

We could not feel more welcome to our new home in Midlothian 

and our new ministry at Sycamore!  Thank you for the full pantry, 

the moving help, and the supply of meals during this transition.   
 

We are overwhelmed with gratitude and so looking forward to 

walking together deeper into Christ. 
 

Pastor Sean, Nikki, and family  
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Service for the Worship of God 

August 9, 2020   | 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM    

REFLECTION        
 

     In the midst of all that we find recorded in the Bible in relation to the              
crucifixion, one might be tempted to think a sentence like, “and the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two” (Luke 23:45), is a somewhat incidental detail in              
relationship to the vastness of everything else that surrounds it. 

    But the tearing of the curtain was a dramatic visual aid of the great truth that, 
through Jesus, men and women may have direct access to God. 
 

              Alistair Begg, paraphrase from sermon, “The Curtain Torn in Two” 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          From Psalm 89  

 

(Leader)  I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; 

    with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 

(Congregation)  For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 

    In the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 

You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

    I have sworn to David my servant: 

‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

    and build your throne for all generations.” 

Blessed be the Lord forever! 

    Amen and Amen 
 
INVOCATION 

 
 
 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

You are          

encouraged to 

prepare for    

worship by    

quieting your 

mind and heart.   

We respond to 

God’s invitation 

by asking Him to 

empower and 

receive our    

worship. 
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HYMN OF ADORATION 
MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 
#521 

CCLI License #338551 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 

(All)  Most holy and merciful Father, we confess before You our  
sinful nature:  we are prone to seek what is evil and slow to seek 
what is good.  You alone know how often we have sinned against 
You this week, in wandering from Your ways, in wasting Your gifts, 
in forgetting Your love. 

 

 
Please silently confess your personal sin before the Lord. 

 
 
(All)  O Lord, have mercy upon us.  Teach us to hate our errors.  
Cleanse us from our secret faults.  Forgive our sins, for the sake of 
Your dear Son.  Help us, O loving and gracious Father, to live in 
Your light and walk in Your ways, that we might honor You in     
everything.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
(Leader)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!         
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a    
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
WE WILL FEAST IN THE HOUSE OF ZION 
By Sandra McCracken 
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We give thanks 

to God and bring 

our needs to him. 

DECLARATION OF FAITH 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

   who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 

   He descended into hell1;  the third day He rose again from the dead; 

   He ascended into heaven, 

   and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

   from thence He shall come to judge the quick2 and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic3 church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
OFFERING  
 

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING  
JIM ULMER  |  CHRIS GRAMM 
 
THE LORD ’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the King-
dom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING (page 10) 
HEBREWS 6:13-20 

 
SERMON   REAL HOPE       Sean Sawyers 

Life is a journey, and the hope of Jesus guarantees our destination.  

 
THE LORD ’S SUPPER (page 8) 
 
BENEDICTION 

We boldly     

proclaim what 

we believe. 

1) he suffered the 

wrath of God on 

the cross. 

2) “quick” means 

“living” 

3)  All Christians   

of every          

generation. 
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 The Lord’s Supper 
We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 

Christ for salvation and who are members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel to     

take the Lord’s Supper with us. Those not receiving are invited to consider the prayers below. 

Our Elders serve the elements of the Lord’s Supper, passing the elements down each row.    

We will partake of each element together after all have received the element.  
 

PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 
Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by 

the cost of following You as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what You claim is true, 

please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who You are. Give me an under-

standing of You that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that You promise. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF BELIEF 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You 

died and rose from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Lord Jesus, come into my 

life; take control of my life; forgive my sins and save me. I repent of my sins and now place 

my trust in You for my salvation. I accept the free gift of eternal life. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from eve-

ry false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin 

that clings so closely and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to You, the 

pioneer and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITTMENT 

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow You in baptism and in a life of committed disciple-

ship in Your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, 

and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 

 

All cups contain grape juice. 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request. 
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This Week at Sycamore 
SUN 

 Aug. 9  
 
 
 

MON 
10 

 
 
 

TUES 
11 

  
 
 
 

WED 
12 

 
 

THU 
13 

 
 

FRI 
14 

 
 
 

SAT 
15 

 
 

 
9:00 AM 
11:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
 
 
10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
 
 
6:00 AM 
6:45 AM 
7:00 PM 
 
 
 
9:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
 
 
 

 
Outdoor Worship Service 
Indoor Worship Service 
Servicio de adoración 
 
 
Knitting His Love (offsite) 
Prayer Group in Sanctuary 
Hispanic Prayer meeting (Zoom) 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study 
Men’s Bible Study 
Deacons Meeting (Zoom) 
 
 
 
Playground Kids Activity: Service Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hispanic Bible Study (Zoom) 
Family Movie Night: 
Pixar Shorts and Prince of Egypt 
 
 
 



10 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
HEBREWS 6:13-20 (ESV) 
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom 

to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 

15 And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people 

swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is  

final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the 

heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it 

with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold 

fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the 

soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has 

gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the 

order of Melchizedek. 

 

 

SYCAMORE KIDS ’ VERSION 
13 Speaking of inheriting promises, look at Father Abraham. God promised to bless 

him. What bigger promise could there be 14 when God says, "Abraham, I swear to 

bless you and give you a huge family?" 15 So Abraham believed God even though it 

was hard, and the promise came true. 16 Arguments end when people make a prom-

ise since they swear to something bigger than themselves. 17 Since God really wants 

us to believe His promise, He swore to die to make it true!  18 Neither God's prom-

ise nor God Himself can change, and so when we are scared we can really trust 

God’s promise to take care of us. 19 Our trust in God is strong because God Himself 

holds onto us, 20 since through Jesus we get to sit in God's lap!  
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Financial Information 

Sean Sawyers, Senior Pastor Elect 
Marty Cates, Associate Pastor of Family & Youth Ministries 
Ambrose Winfree, Assistant Pastor of Hispanic Ministry 
Becky Boone, Director of Kid ’s Ministry 
Michael Breakall, Director of Worship 
Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach  
Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader 
Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 
Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 

STAFF 

Dave Antoline* 
Rob Cross* 
Chris Gramm* 
Brian Kaman 
Glenn Kurtz 
Peter Martin* 
Dave Prior* 
Dennie Pritchard* 
 

Amish Ray 
Stephen Righter* 
Trevor Roberts* 
Phil Rohrer* 
Jim Shefferly 
Jim Ulmer* 
Gene Whitehead 

 

*active session 

ELDERS 

Harry Fowler 
Bob Maddox 
Pat Murphy 
Kevin Newman 

Steve O’Brien 
John Vick 
Chris Wells 
Patrick Whitaker 

DEACONS 

Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by 12:00 PM on Wednesday. 
(office@sycamorepres.com) 

August offering goal:  $101,406           August offering (as of 8/2/20):  $13,455  -  13% 
         

   Year to Date 4/1/20 - 6/30/20 
 

Budget:           Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $260,736       YTD offering:  $248,944 (under $11,792) 

YTD expenses:  $289,282       YTD expenses:  $250,731 (under $38,551) 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 

what it means to know Jesus Christ or 

you have a spiritual need or question, 

please speak to one of our elders.  The 

primary  responsibilities of our elders 

are oversight, shepherding, and spiritual 

care for the  community at  Sycamore.  

 

If you are interested in speaking with a 

trained counsellor, we support Well-

spring Christian Counselling. You can 

contact them at wellspringrva.com or 

804-306-0504. 

 

PRAYER OF BELIEF 
Lord Jesus Christ, I know I am a sinner 
and do not deserve eternal life. 

But, I believe You died and rose from 
the grave to purchase a place in heaven 
for me.  

Lord Jesus, come into my life; take con-
trol of my life; forgive my sins and save 
me. 

I repent of my sins and now place my 
trust in You for my salvation. 

I accept the free gift of eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you better. 
 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being intentional about life  

together. Small groups meet regularly   

to worship, pray, study, and care for 

each other. 

Go to sycamorepres.com/small-groups.  
 

SERVE 
We are all about loving our God 

and the community around us. 

Go to sycamorepres.com and click Serve 

to see how you can participate. 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Pub-

lishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 


