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Committed to Christ and His Word

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully.

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians
seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing
around us and we look forward to getting to know you.

Pastor Sean wants to get to know as many of you as possible, and so for
the next couple of months he has set aside much of his weekly schedule
to meet with you! Please contact Sandra in the church office to reserve
your slot.
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Preparation for Worship
We focus our
hearts and minds
as we prepare to
be served by the
life-giving
Creator God.

And Priests in black gowns, were walking their rounds,
And binding with briars, my joys & desires."
- William Blake, The Garden of Love

The same serpent who said that you could be like God also promises that you
can be good, righteous, and perfect with a little self-awareness, effort, and
just the right [Zoom] background.
- CJ Green, “Shame in the Time of Choosing Your Zoom Background Precisely”

A narcissistic and performance-oriented culture eventually becomes a
culture characterized by perfectionism. A perfectionist culture sets up every
man to be destroyed by the shame of not measuring up to his idealized self.
- Anthony Bradley, “The Voice Evangelical Men wish they had”

...we are only as sick as the secrets we keep. And shame is committed to
keeping us sick.
- Curt Thompson, The Soul of Shame

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
- Book of Common Prayer
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Service for the Worship of God
September 13, 2020 | 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Because we
believe God
initiates with
sinners, we begin
worship
with His Word:
His invitation to
us to gather in
His name.

CALL TO WORSHIP

From Psalm 18

(All) The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
(Leader) For who is God, but the Lord?
And who is a rock, except our God?
(All) The God who equipped me with strength
and made my way blameless.
For this I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations,
and sing to your name.

We respond to
God’s invitation
by asking Him to
empower and
receive our
worship.
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INVOCATION

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD
#92
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BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE
By Sovereign Grace Music
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In God’s
presence, we see
ourselves as we
are, and so at His
invitation, we
confess our sin,
trusting in His
promised grace.

CORPORATE CONFESSION
(All) Almighty God, we come to You in sorrow for our sin, and to
humbly confess to You our unbelief. While we believe that Jesus
died for us on the cross and that He was raised for us from the
dead, we admit it often makes too little difference in our lives.
Please silently confess your personal sin before the Lord.
Forgive us, we pray. Enable us fully to embrace the truth of the
gospel: that our love for You may flourish, that our obedience may
be wholehearted and joyful, and that our witness may be more
courageous. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior and triumphant Lord. Amen.

Jesus is good to
lead us from the
sorrow and
shame of our sins
into the security
and joy of His
full forgiveness.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

I John 1:8-9

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO
By Indelible Grace Music
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We boldly
proclaim what
we believe.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM
Q. 31. Why is [Jesus] called “Christ,”
meaning “anointed”?
A. Because he has been ordained by God the Father
and has been anointed with the Holy Spirit to be
our chief prophet and teacher
who fully reveals to us the secret counsel and will of God
concerning our deliverance;
our only high priest
who has delivered us by the one sacrifice of his body,
and who continually pleads our cause with the Father;
and our eternal king
who governs us by his Word and Spirit,
and who guards us and keeps us in the freedom he has won for us.

We give thanks
to God and bring
our needs to him.

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING
PHIL ROHRER | GENE WHITEHEAD

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS
GEORGE AND DIANE PAVELIS
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SCRIPTURE READING

page 12

HEBREWS 10:11-18

SERMON SERIES:

no more goat draggin’

SIT A SPELL
Because Jesus sits we don’t have to stand.

CLOSING HYMN
We depart with
this final “good
word” reminder
of the grace
given to us in the
Gospel.
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BENEDICTION

Sean Sawyers

page 11

HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED!
By Sarah McCracken
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SCRIPTURE READING

HEBREWS 10:11-18 (ESV)

[11] And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. [12] But when Christ had offered for all
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, [13] waiting
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. [14] For by
a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
[15] And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
[16] “This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts,
and write them on their minds,”
[17] then he adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
[18] Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION
[11] Every single day the old priests stood, repeatedly offering the same ole' sacrifices
which had no power to remove sin, ever! [12] But now that Jesus has given himself as the
ultimate sacrifice, he's done with his work and now relaxes next to his Father,
[13] looking forward to his enemies propping up his feet. [14] Because through his own
death, Jesus has permanently cleansed his people, whom he is making more like him.
[15] The Holy Spirit already taught this truth in Jeremiah 31:33-34 saying, [16] "I, the
Lord, make this promise to my people: I will change their hearts so they want to obey
me, and I will change their minds so they want to think about me." [17] and "I will never
ever remember their sin and wickedness… ever!" [18] Since God has forgiven fully in
Jesus, there's no more need to sacrifice animals for sin, ever!
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This Week at Sycamore
SUN
Sept. 13
MON
14

TUES
15

WED
16
THU
17
FRI
18
SUN 20

9:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:30 AM

Outdoor Worship Service
Indoor Worship Service
Servicio de adoración

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

Knitting His Love (offsite)
Prayer Group in Sanctuary
Hispanic Prayer meeting (Zoom)

6:00 & 6:45 AM
9:30 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Men’s Bible Studies
ESL Small Groups
MS Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study (offsite)
Session Meeting
Deacon Meeting
HS Discipleship

8:00 AM
10:00 AM

HS Virtual School Support
Women’s Bible Study (Sanctuary)

8:00 AM

MS Virtual School Support

4:00 PM
5:30 PM

HS Girls Picnic & Paint Night (Playground)
Liberation Veteran Services (serve)

9:00 AM

Outdoor Worship Service only

Financial Information
September offering goal: $90,460

September offering (as of 9/6/20): $14,910 - 17%

Year to Date 4/1/20 - 7/31/20
Budget:

Actual:

YTD offering goal:

$350,738

YTD offering: $315,878 (under $34,860)

YTD expenses:

$396,239

YTD expenses: $368,794 (under $27,445)
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Growing Together

"...in Christ we, though many, form
one body, and each member belongs to
all the others." Romans 12:5 (NIV)

SMALL GROUPS

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Small Groups are the primary way we are
intentional about life together. Groups
meet regularly to share in life’s joys and
sorrows through fellowship and prayer.

The Women’s Ministry seeks to enable all
women, regardless of age and stage of life, to
understand and grow in their relationship with
Christ, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s purpose in
their lives, to reach beyond themselves to
minister to others, and to develop a vision for
sharing Christ. Join us for bible studies and the
Annual Retreat.

KID’S MINISTRY

We encourage our children to glorify God, to
know Him personally and learn how to live as
His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome
MEN’S MINISTRY
all children, and encourage and support parents
as they love and raise them. We provide a safe, Our men’s ministry seeks to build relationships
among men so they can encourage one another
loving, and gospel-filled environment.
spiritually, as the Bible says, “Iron sharpens
iron, and one man sharpens another.” Join us
 Nursery: is not able to be provided at
for bible studies and our Annual Retreat.
this time.
 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at the
welcome table.
SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS
If you are like us, there are a few things you
want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share your
YOUTH MINISTRY
experiences and insights, to do something
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School
worthwhile with your time and experience, and
(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow in for others to know the joy of the gospel. Does
their personal relationship with God by walking this represent you? The VIPs at Sycamore offer
with them toward spiritual maturity in a gospel- you a host of opportunities to share, learn, and
centered community.
grow in God’s grace.
Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12)
students meet at different times for Youth
Group, a time to fellowship and dive deeper
into understanding who God is and who we are.
Additionally, there are opportunities throughout the year for Small Group Bible study.

.

14

Leadership
STAFF

ELDERS

DEACONS

Sean Sawyers, Senior Pastor
Marty Cates, Associate Pastor of Family & Youth Ministries
Becky Boone, Director of Kid ’s Ministry
Michael Breakall, Director of Worship
Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach
Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship
Sarah Maddox, Com m unications Coordinator
Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader
Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant
Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant
*Dave Antoline
*Jim Bates
*Rob Cross
*Chris Gramm
*Peter Martin
*Dave Prior
*Dennie Pritchard
*Stephen Righter
*Trevor Roberts
*Phil Rohrer
*Jim Ulmer

Brian Kaman
Glenn Kurtz
Amish Ray
Jim Shefferly
Gene Whitehead

Harry Fowler
Bob Maddox
Pat Murphy
Kevin Newman

Steve O’Brien
John Vick
Chris Wells
Patrick Whitaker

*current session

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by 12:00 PM on Wednesday.
(office@sycamorepres.com)
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Spiritual Care

After the Service

If you'd like to speak to someone about
what it means to know Jesus Christ or
you have a spiritual need or question,
please speak to one of our elders.

ARE YOU NEW
HERE?

If you are interested in speaking with a
trained counsellor, we support
Wellspring Christian Counselling.
You can contact them at
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504.

We are glad you are here!
We want to get to know
you better.

SMALL GROUPS
Join us in being
intentional about life
together. Small groups
meet regularly for prayer
worship, fellowship, & study.
sycamorepres.com/small-groups

SERVE
We are all about loving
our God and the community around us. See how
you can participate at
sycamorepres.com/serve

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY
Listen to our playlist
“New Songs for
Sunday Worship”

Sycamore Presbyterian Church
510 Coalfield Road | Midlothian VA 23114 | sycamorepres.com | 804-794-0238
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Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551.

