
   

 

JOHN 

Committed to Christ and His Word 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 
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Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians 
seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing 
around us and we look forward to getting to know you. 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Sean wants to get to know as many of you as possible, and so for 
the next couple of months he has set aside much of his  weekly schedule 
to meet with you!  Please contact Sandra in the church office to reserve 
your slot. 
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Emotional hurt is the price a person has to pay in order to be independent. 
- Haruki Murakami 
 
 
'Cause I still wake up shaken by dreams 
And I hate to say it but the way it seems 
Is that no one is fine 
Take the time to peel a few layers 
And you will find 
True sadness 
 - “True Sadness” The Avett Brothers 
 
 
...as we live in this uncertain present moment, let us take shelter not in CDC 
guidelines or our own homes but in the reality that Christ was contaminated 
for us, quarantined in the tomb, and liberated in his resurrection. One day 
we will no longer be social distancing but be gathered with him and all the 
saints, world without end. Amen. 
- Trevor Almy 
 
 
Faith is nothing else than trust in the divine mercy promised in Christ. 
- Philipp Melancthon 
 
 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
- Book of Common Prayer 
 

 

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 



4 

 

Service for the Worship of God 

September 27, 2020  | 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM     

WELCOME 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP       From Psalm 147  

 
(Leader)  Praise the Lord! 

For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

    for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

 

(Congregation)  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

    his understanding is beyond measure. 

 

His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 

    nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 

 

(All)  but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

    in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Praise the Lord! 

 
 

INVOCATION 

 
 
 
 
 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

We respond to 

God’s invitation 

by asking Him to 

empower and 

receive our    

worship. 
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PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 
#53, verses 1 & 3-5 
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HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US 
By Stuart Townend 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 

Father, we come before You, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, Who 
delights to dwell with the broken and contrite, to confess that we 
have sinned in thought and word and deed; that we have not loved 
You with all our heart and soul; that we have not loved You with all 
our mind and strength; that we have not loved our neighbor as  
ourselves. 
 
Please silently confess your sin before the Lord. 
 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of Your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 
in You and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your Name. Amen. 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       ephesians 2:4-7 
 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 

loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive       

together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up 

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so 

that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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O LORD, I WILL DELIGHT IN THEE 
By Luke Morton 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 
 

Q. 32. Why are you called a Christian? 
 
A. Because by faith I am a member of Christ and so I share in his 
anointing. 
I am anointed 
    to confess his name, 
    to present myself to him as a living sacrifice of thanks, 
    to strive with a free conscience against sin and the devil in this life, 
and afterward to reign with Christ over all creation for eternity. 

 

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING  
ROB CROSS  |  GLENN KURTZ 

 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And  

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING      pages 11-12 

HEBREWS 11:1-16 
 

SERMON SERIES:             no more goat draggin ’ 
DEFEATING DEPRESSION           Sean Sawyers 

Faith is not a feeling, it is power from God ’s Promises.  

 

CLOSING HYMN                                          page 10 

 

BENEDICTION  

We boldly     

proclaim what 

we believe. 

We depart with 

this final “good 

word” reminder 

of the grace   

given to us in the 

Gospel.   

We give thanks 

to God and bring 

our needs to him. 
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WE WILL SAY IN THAT DAY 
By Wendell Kimbrough 
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SCRIPTURE READING            HEBREWS 11: 1-16 (ESV) 
 

[1] Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. [2] For 

by it the people of old received their commendation. [3] By faith we understand that the 

universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things 

that are visible.   

[4] By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 

was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through 

his faith, though he died, he still speaks. [5] By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should 

not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was    

taken he was commended as having pleased God. [6] And without faith it is impossible to 

please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who seek him. [7] By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as 

yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 

condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

[8] By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive 

as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he went 

to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 

with him of the same promise. [10] For he was looking forward to the city that has founda-

tions, whose designer and builder is God. [11] By faith Sarah herself received power to con-

ceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had       

promised. [12] Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants 

as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the          

seashore. 

[13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them 

and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 

on the earth. [14] For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a        

homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they 

would have had opportunity to return. [16] But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, 

a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 

for them a city. 
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SYCAMORE KIDS ’ VERSION         HEBREWS 11: 1-16  
 

[1]  Faith is what hope is made of and the proof of what is not seen.  [2]  By faith our 

church fathers and mothers were OK’d by God.  [3]  By faith we understand that God    

created all things with His powerful voice.  [4]  By faith Abel offered the right kind of    

sacrifice when Cain didn’t.  [5]  By faith Enoch walked with God and didn’t die!  God just 

took him to heaven one day!  [6]  Without faith we Goat-Drag to please God, but it is   

powerless.  We cannot be close to God without believing His promises to those who crave 

Him.  [7]  By faith Noah, even though he was afraid, believed God’s warning and made the 

Ark to save his family.  [8]  By faith Abraham obeyed God’s call to leave his home and go 

to an unknown land.  [9]  By faith he lived as a renter in the land God promised because it 

wasn’t his yet, nor his son’s nor his grandson’s.  [10]  Abraham believed the promise that 

he would have a permanent home with God.  [11]  By faith his wife Sarah was able to have 

a baby, even when too old, because she believed God’s promise.  [12]  So just as God  

promised, all of His special family came from a man too old to have children, and we are 

part of that family!  [13]  All these people died in faith, believing  -  but not seeing  -  God’s 

promises and knowing that this world was not going to make them happy.  [14-15]  They 

understood that a promised home meant for them was coming, and so they did not go 

back to where they came from  -  even though they could have.  [16]  Instead, they really 

wanted something better, something heavenly.  Because of that faith, God himself is not 

ashamed to be called “The God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, etc.,”  and He has prepared for 

them a home forever with Him. 
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This Week at Sycamore 
SUN 

Sept. 27 
 
 
 
 
 

MON 
28 

 
 
 

TUES 
29 

  
 
 
 

WED 
30 

 
 
 

THU 
Oct. 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 
9:00 AM 
11:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
4:30 PM 
 
 
 
10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
 
 
6:00 & 6:45 AM 
9:30 AM 
6:00 PM 
6:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
 
8:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
1:30 PM 
 
 
8:00 AM 
 
 
 

 
Outdoor Worship Service 
Indoor Worship Service 
Servicio de adoración 
Youth Group Kick-off 
(Meeting at the Wells home 302 Sublett Place, 
Powhatan, VA 23139) 
 
Knitting His Love (offsite) 
Prayer Group in Sanctuary 
Hispanic Prayer meeting (Zoom) 
 
 
Men’s Bible Studies 
ESL Small Groups 
MS Bible Study 
Women’s Bible Study (offsite) 
HS Discipleship 
 
HS Virtual School Support 
Women’s Bible Study (Sanctuary) 
Popcorn in the Park (playground) 
 
 
MS Virtual School Support 
 
 
 
 

 

September offering goal:  $90,460     September offering (as of 9/13/20):  $31,242  -  35% 
         

   Year to Date 4/1/20 - 8/31/20 

Budget:           Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $451,631       YTD offering:  $443,942 (under $7,689) 

YTD expenses:  $491,831       YTD expenses:  $454,924 (under $36,907) 

Financial Information 
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to 
know Him personally and learn how to live as 
His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome 
all children, and encourage and support par-
ents as they love and raise them. We provide a 
safe, loving, and gospel-filled environment. 

 

 Nursery: is not able to be provided at 
this time. 

 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at 
the welcome table.  

 Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years 
to 2nd grade, during the sermon for our 
9:00 outdoor service.  We start worship 
together, and just before the sermon you 
are welcome to take your child(ren) to the 
playground area for a fun lesson about 
why we worship.  They will be escorted to 
the Welcome Table after the sermon to be 
picked up. 

 Sunday School:  At home lessons are 
available via email or pick up on Sunday 
mornings.   

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School 
(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow 
in their personal relationship with God by 
walking with them toward spiritual maturity 
in a gospel-centered  community.  

 

Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12)    
students meet at different times for Youth 
Group, a time to fellowship and dive  
deeper into understanding who God is and 
who we are.   Additionally, there are opportu-
nities throughout the year for Small Group 
Bible study. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Women’s Ministry seeks to enable all  
women, regardless of age and stage of life, to 
understand and grow in their relationship 
with Christ, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s pur-
pose in their lives, to reach beyond themselves 
to    minister to others, and to develop a vision 
for sharing Christ. Join us for bible studies and 
the  Annual Retreat. 

 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
Our men’s ministry seeks to build relation-
ships among men so they can encourage one 
another spiritually, as the Bible says, “Iron 
sharpens iron, and one man sharpens anoth-
er.” Join us for bible studies and our Annual 
Retreat. 

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you 
want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share 
your experiences and insights, to do    some-
thing worthwhile with your time and experi-
ence, and for others to know the joy of the 
gospel.  Does this represent you?  The VIPs at 
Sycamore offer you a host of opportunities to 
share, learn, and grow in God’s grace. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are in-
tentional about life together. Groups meet 
regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows 
through fellowship and prayer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form 

one body, and each member belongs to 

all the others." Romans 12:5 (NIV) 
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Sean Sawyers, Senior Pastor 

Marty Cates, Associate Pastor of Family & Youth Ministries 

Becky Boone, Director of Kid ’s Ministry 

Michael Breakall, Director of Worship 

Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach  

Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship  

Sarah Maddox, Communications Coordinator 

Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader 

Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 

Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 

STAFF 

*Dave Antoline 
*Jim Bates 
*Rob Cross 
*Chris Gramm 
*Peter Martin 
*Dave Prior 
*Dennie Pritchard 
*Stephen Righter 
*Trevor Roberts 
*Phil Rohrer 
*Jim Ulmer 

Brian Kaman 
Glenn Kurtz 
Amish Ray 
Jim Shefferly 
Gene Whitehead  
 
 
 
 
 
*current session 

ELDERS 

Harry Fowler 
Bob Maddox 
Pat Murphy 
Kevin Newman 

Steve O’Brien 
John Vick 
Chris Wells 
Patrick Whitaker 

DEACONS 

Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by 12:00 PM on Wednesday. 
(office@sycamorepres.com) 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus Christ or 
you have a spiritual need or question, 
please speak to one of our elders.   
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counsellor, we support          
Wellspring Christian Counselling.       
You can contact them at                      
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504. 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW 
HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know 

you better. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being  

intentional about life   

together. Small groups 

meet regularly for prayer 

worship, fellowship, & study. 

sycamorepres.com/small-groups 

 

SERVE 
We are all about loving 

our God and the commu-

nity around us. See how 

you can participate at  

sycamorepres.com/serve 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Pub-

lishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
Listen to our playlist 

“New Songs for 

Sunday Worship” 


