
   

 

JOHN 

Committed to Christ and His Word 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 
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It means when you're suffering, that's when you're most real. 
- The Man in Black, Westworld 
 
Trivial people suffer trivially, great men suffer greatly, and great       
sufferings are not to be regretted, because they are noble. Your ideal is a 
purely negative one, absence of suffering, which can be completely      
secured by non-existence. I, on the other hand, have positive ideals. 
- Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 
- Jesus of Nazareth, Luke 9:22 (ESV) 
 
Our loneliness may be the opportunity to learn that our suffering is both 
less meaningful than the ambitious would have us believe, and so much 
more meaningful than the culture of modern romance would have us 
suffer. 
- Paul Maxwell, When Your Twenties are Darker than you Expected 
 
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful     
people offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run     
without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
- Book of Common Prayer 

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians seek-
ing to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our neigh-
bors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing around 
us and we look forward to getting to know you. 
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Service for the Worship of God 

November 1, 2020  | 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM     

WELCOME 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP         From Psalm 16  

 
(Leader) I have set the Lord always before me;  
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 
(All) Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;  
    my flesh also dwells secure. 
You make known to me the path of life; 
    in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
    at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 
 

INVOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

We respond to 

God’s invitation 

by asking Him to 

empower and 

receive our    

worship. 
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PSALM 98 
From the Seedbed Metrical Psalter 
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CHRIST THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR 
By Matt Boswell and Matt Papa 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 

Holy Father, you see us as we are, and know our inmost thoughts. 
We confess that we have sinned times without number, and that we 
are unworthy of your gracious care. We have not sought to do your 
will with our whole hearts. We have not lived as grateful children, 
nor loved as Christ loved us. 
 
Please silently confess your sin before the Lord. 
 
Lord, in your mercy and grace, forgive us, heal us, and make us 
whole. Set us free from our sin, and restore us to the joy of your  
salvation. Fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. 
 

 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    Romans 5:1-5 
 
(Leader) Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also     
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our       
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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WE WILL FEAST IN THE HOUSE OF ZION 
By Sandra McCracken 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 

 

Q. 44. Why does the Apostles’ Creed add, “[Christ] descended to hell”? 
 
A. To assure me during attacks of deepest dread and temptation 
that Christ my Lord, by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and 
terror of soul, on the cross but also earlier, has delivered me from 
hellish anguish and torment. 

 

OFFERING 
As recipients of his grace, we worship God  

by giving back a portion of what is already his. 

 

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING 
TREVOR ROBERTS  |  JIM BATES 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy       

Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory        

forever.  Amen.* 

 

 

                                children                          

are invited to  id’s Worship following the Lord’s Prayer.   

They will return after the Sermon. 

 

 

We boldly     

proclaim what 

we believe. 

We give thanks 

to God and bring 

our needs to him. 
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We depart with 

this final “good 

word” reminder 

of the grace   

given to us in the 

Gospel.   

SCRIPTURE READING             page 11 

MATTHEW 5:11 –12 & ACTS 5:40-42 

 

SERMON SERIES:      No Comfort Zone 
SUFFERING IS FOR LOSERS           Sean Sawyers 

We try to avoid suffering, but when we embrace it, Jesus brings joy.   

 

THE LORD ’S SUPPER                                   page 12 

All cups contain grape juice. 

Allergen free wafers are available upon request. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                           page 10 

 

BENEDICTION  

Weekly Prayer 
We pray for the various needs of mission partners, our congregation,  

denomination and community: 

 

MISSIONS:  Phil and Amina Fiol, who serve in South Asia with  

 Mission to the World (MTW). 

 

CONGREGATION:  Sycamore Music and Choir Ministry 

 

DENOMINATION:  PCA Committee on Discipleship Ministries 

 

COMMUNITY:  Matt Bouknight, Chesterfield County Young Life 
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JESUS! WHAT A FRIEND FOR SINNERS! 
#598, VERSES 1 , 3 & 5 
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SCRIPTURE READING            MATTHEW 5:11-12 & ACTS 5:40-42 (ESV) 

 

Matthew 5:11-12 

[11] Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account.  [12]  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Acts 5:40-42 

[40] and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to 

speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  [41]  Then they left the presence of the 

council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.     

[42]  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease     

teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

 

 

 

SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION 
 

Matthew 5:11-12 

[11]  Be happy when others make fun of you and tell lies about you because of me.   

[12]  Shout for joy and celebrate because you will have a great prize in heaven since 

they treated the Old Testament heroes the same way. 

 

 

Acts 5:40-42 

[40]  When the Apostles stood before the judges, they spanked them and told them to 

stop telling people about Jesus.  [41]  When the Apostles left, they were so happy that 

God had let them suffer for Jesus!  [42]  So everyday they went all over the city telling 

more people about Jesus the Savior. 
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We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 

Christ for salvation and who are members of a congregation that proclaims the gospel to     

take the Lord’s Supper with us. Those not receiving are invited to consider the prayers below. 

Our Elders serve the elements of the Lord’s Supper, passing the elements down each row.    

We will partake of each element together after all have received the element.  
 

PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 
Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the 

cost of following You as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what You claim is true, please 

guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who You are. Give me an understanding of 

You that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that You promise. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF BELIEF 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But, I believe You died 

and rose from the grave to purchase a place in heaven for me. Lord Jesus, come into my life; 

take control of my life; forgive my sins and save me. I repent of my sins and now place my 

trust in You for my salvation. I accept the free gift of eternal life. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH SIN 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every 

false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that 

clings so closely and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to You, the        

pioneer and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITTMENT 

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow You in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 

in Your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, and live 

in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 

 

All cups contain grape juice. 

Allergen free wafers are available upon request. 

The Lord’s Supper 
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Sunday, November 1 
8:30 AM  Indoor Worship Service 
10:00 AM  Adult Sunday School (rooms 1 & 3) 
11:00 AM  Outdoor Worship Service 
5:00 PM  MS Youth Group   
6:30 PM   HS Youth Group 
 
Monday, November 2 
10:00 AM  Knitting His Love (offsite) 
12:00 PM  Prayer Group in Parlor 
 
Tuesday, November 3 
6:00 & 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Studies 
9:30 AM  ESL Small Groups 
6:00 PM  MS Bible Study 
6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study (offsite) 
7:00 PM  Elders / Membership Meeting 
7:30 PM  HS Discipleship 
 
Wednesday, November 4 
8:00 AM  HS Virtual School Support 
10:00 AM  Women’s Bible Study (Sanctuary) 
 
Thursday, November 5 
8:00 AM  MS Virtual School Support 
3:30 PM  Knitting His Love (offsite) 
7:00 PM  SPC Theology Class 
 
 
 

This Week at Sycamore 

October offering goal:  $96,423       October offering (as of 10/18/20):  $39, 617      41% 
         

   Year to Date 4/1/20—9/30/20 

Budget:            Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $541,633         YTD offering:  $511,051 (under 30,582) 

YTD expenses:  $582,319         YTD expenses:  $550,472 (under 31,847) 

Financial Information 
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to 
know Him personally and learn how to live as 
His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome 
all children, and encourage and support par-
ents as they love and raise them. We provide a 
safe, loving, and gospel-filled environment. 

 

 Nursery: is not able to be provided at 
this time. 

 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at 
the welcome table.  

 Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years 
to 2nd grade, during the sermon for our 
9:00 outdoor service.  We start worship 
together, and just before the sermon you 
are welcome to take your child(ren) to the 
playground area for a fun lesson about 
why we worship.  They will be escorted to 
the Welcome Table after the sermon to be 
picked up. 

 Sunday School:  At home lessons are 
available via email or pick up on Sunday 
mornings.   

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School 
(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow 
in their personal relationship with God by 
walking with them toward spiritual maturity 
in a gospel-centered  community.  

 

Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12)    
students meet at different times for Youth 
Group, a time to fellowship and dive  
deeper into understanding who God is and 
who we are.   Additionally, there are opportu-
nities throughout the year for Small Group 
Bible study. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Women’s Ministry seeks to enable all  
women, regardless of age and stage of life, to 
understand and grow in their relationship 
with Christ, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s pur-
pose in their lives, to reach beyond themselves 
to    minister to others, and to develop a vision 
for sharing Christ. Join us for bible studies and 
the  Annual Retreat. 

 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
Our men’s ministry seeks to build relation-
ships among men so they can encourage one 
another spiritually, as the Bible says, “Iron 
sharpens iron, and one man sharpens anoth-
er.” Join us for bible studies and our Annual 
Retreat. 

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you 
want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share 
your experiences and insights, to do    some-
thing worthwhile with your time and experi-
ence, and for others to know the joy of the 
gospel.  Does this represent you?  The VIPs at 
Sycamore offer you a host of opportunities to 
share, learn, and grow in God’s grace. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are in-
tentional about life together. Groups meet 
regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows 
through fellowship and prayer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form 

one body, and each member belongs to 

all the others." Romans 12:5 (NIV) 
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Sean Sawyers, Senior Pastor 

Marty Cates, Associate Pastor of Family & Youth Ministries 

Becky Boone, Director of  id ’s Ministry 

Michael Breakall, Director of Worship 

Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach  

Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship  

Sarah Maddox, Communications Coordinator 

Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader 

Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 

Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 

STAFF 

*Dave Antoline 
*Jim Bates 
*Rob Cross 
*Chris Gramm 
*Peter Martin 
*Dave Prior 
*Dennie Pritchard 
*Stephen Righter 
*Trevor Roberts 
*Phil Rohrer 
*Jim Ulmer 

Brian Kaman 
Glenn Kurtz 
Amish Ray 
Jim Shefferly 
Gene Whitehead  
 
 
 
 
 
*current session 

ELDERS 

Harry Fowler 
Bob Maddox 
Pat Murphy 
Kevin Newman 

Steve O’Brien 
John Vick 
Chris Wells 
Patrick Whitaker 

DEACONS 

Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by 12:00 PM on Wednesday. 
(office@sycamorepres.com) 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus Christ or 
you have a spiritual need or question, 
please speak to one of our elders.   
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counsellor, we support          
Wellspring Christian Counselling.       
You can contact them at                      
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504. 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW 
HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being  

intentional about life   to-

gether. Small groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, 

fellowship, & study. 

sycamorepres.com/small-groups 

 

 

SERVE 
We are all about loving our 

God and the community 

around us. See how you can 

participate at  

sycamorepres.com/serve 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Pub-

lishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
Listen to our playlist 

“New Songs for 

Sunday Worship” 

Pastor Sean wants to get to 
know as many of you as 

Possible.  Please contact 

Sandra in the church office 

to reserve your slot. 


