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The Book of Daniel
Author: Daniel

• Dan 8:15  “When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, …”
• See also Dan 8:27, 9:2, 10:2, 10:7, 12:5 

• What do we know about Daniel?
• Hebrew Noble, Exile, Councilor, Prime Minister, Prophet, 

Man of God

Date:

• Written during the time of the Babylonian exile, 605 BC 
– 537 BC

• Modern critics disallow that any prophesy could be so 
precise as those contained in Daniel and therefore label 
this as an apocryphal book, written in the 2nd Century 
BC



Babylon’s Conquest of Assyria & Judah



The History of Babylon
• Where in the Bible do we first read of Babylon?  

• Gen 10:8-12: The beginning of the kingdom of 
Nimrod, the first great empire-builder on the 
earth.

10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and 
Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
11 From that land he went forth into Assyria, and 
built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah,
12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is 

the great city. (NAU)

• The original name for this city was “Babil,” “Gate of 
the god(s)”



Theological Significance of Babylon
What are some things about Babylon and its history that would 
be significant for a Hebrew?

• Babel is the prototype of the secular city that defies the will 
of God

• Babylon is the type of the worldly kingdoms that are raised 
up in opposition to God and His Christ.  Much of redemptive 
history is cast as a “A Tale of Two Cities.” 

• It was at Babel that idolatry began, and the Chaldeans 
invented both astronomy and astrology.  Their ziggurats, lit. 
mountains, were topped by temples where they allegedly 
met with their god, as Adam met with the true God on the 
plateau of Eden. 

• Abraham was called out of Ur of the Chaldeans.
• In Revelation Babylon is portrayed as the Great Harlot (Rev 

19:2), who seduces the nations into rebellion against God.



The Structure of the Book of Daniel 
• Two Literary Genre’s:

• Historical (biographical) narrative

• Apocalypse

• Simple Division of the book:

• Chapters 1-6 Autobiography of Daniel

• Chapters 7-12 Apocalypse, Visions of the Future

• Division of Language:

• Ch 1 – 2:4a, Ch 8-12 Hebrew

• Ch 2:4b – 7:28 Aramaic

• Aramaic was the international language of the ancient world.  
Why might the middle section have been written in this 
language?

➢Chapters 2-7 are intended for all peoples, while 1 & 8-12 
are specifically addressed to the people of God 



The Structure of Daniel 
Chiastic Structure of Prophesies:

• Chapter 1: Introduction and the testing of God’s 
people

• Chapter 2: Four World Empires

• Chapter 3: God’s Mighty Deliverance

• Chapter 4: God’s Judgment on World Rulers

• Chapter 5: God’s Judgment on World Rulers

• Chapter 6: God’s Mighty Deliverance

• Chapter 7: Four World Empires

• Chapters 8-12: God’s Purposes for His People in the 
times to come 

➢This structure emphasizes God’s control of human 
history



The Question of the Exiles 
By the rivers of Babylon,

There we sat down and wept,

When we remembered Zion. 

2 Upon the willows in the midst of it

We hung our harps. 

3 For there our captors demanded of us songs,

And our tormentors mirth, saying,

"Sing us one of the songs of Zion." 

4 How can we sing the Lord's song

In a foreign land?   Ps 137:1-4

• Or, How can we live faithfully in a fallen world? 

➢Daniel provides the example and Daniel’s 
prophesies enliven our hope



Daniel 1:1-2 A Catastrophe for Judah

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the 
vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to 
the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he 
brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. 



Daniel 1:1-2  A Catastrophe for Judah
• The book begins in historical narrative

v. 1-2  “Man Proposes, God Disposes”

• We see represented both man’s and God’s perspective on 
history:
• Nebuchadnezzar II, King of Babylon, conquered Jerusalem

• The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand 

• What does this communicate about how we should view 
history?  

• What was the significance of the Temple vessels being taken 
to the temple & treasury of Nebuchadnezzar’s god?   

• Had the Hebrews ever seen something like this happen 
before?
• 1 Sam 4:21-22   21 And she called the boy Ichabod, saying, "The 

glory has departed from Israel," because the ark of God was taken 
and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 She said, "The 
glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God was taken.“



Daniel 1:1-2  A Catastrophe for Judah
Why did this horrible thing happen?

• Declared by God through Moses; Deut 28:47-49

• 47 "Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and a 
glad heart, for the abundance of all things; 48 therefore you shall 
serve your enemies whom the Lord will send against you, in 
hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He 
will put an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed you. 

• 49 "The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the 
end of the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation whose 
language you shall not understand, …

• Foretold by Isaiah:  Isa 39:6-8

• 6 'Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house and 
all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried 
to Babylon; nothing will be left,' says the Lord. 7 'And some of 
your sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget, will be 
taken away, and they will become officials in the palace of the king 
of Babylon.'" 
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