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The Book of Daniel
Author: Daniel

• Dan 8:15  “When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, …”
• See also Dan 8:27, 9:2, 10:2, 10:7, 12:5 

• What do we know about Daniel?
• Hebrew Noble, Exile, Councilor, Prime Minister, Prophet, 

Man of God

Date:

• Written during the time of the Babylonian exile, 605 BC 
– 537 BC

• Modern critics disallow that any prophesy could be so 
precise as those contained in Daniel and therefore label 
this as an apocryphal book, written in the 2nd Century 
BC



Babylon’s Conquest of Assyria & Judah



The Structure of the Book of Daniel 

• Two Literary Genre’s:

• Historical (biographical) narrative

• Apocalypse

• Simple Division of the book:

• Chapters 1-6 Autobiography of Daniel

• Chapters 7-12 Apocalypse, Visions of the Future

• Division of Language:

• Ch 1 – 2:4a, Ch 8-12 Hebrew

• Ch 2:4b – 7:28 Aramaic

➢Chapters 2-7 are intended for all peoples, while 
1 & 8-12 are specifically addressed to the people 
of God 



The Structure of Daniel 
Chiastic Structure of Prophesies:

• Chapter 1: Introduction and the testing of God’s 
people

• Chapter 2: Four World Empires

• Chapter 3: God’s Mighty Deliverance

• Chapter 4: God’s Judgment on World Rulers

• Chapter 5: God’s Judgment on World Rulers

• Chapter 6: God’s Mighty Deliverance

• Chapter 7: Four World Empires

• Chapters 8-12: God’s Purposes for His People in the 
times to come 

➢This structure emphasizes God’s control of human 
history



Daniel 1:3-7  The College of the Captives
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, 
to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the 
royal family and of the nobles, 4 youths in whom was no 
defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in 
every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and 
discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the 
king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the 
literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king 
appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice 
food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that 
they should be educated three years, at the end of which 
they were to enter the king's personal service. 6 Now 
among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah. 7 Then the commander of the officials 
assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the 
name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael
Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego. 



Daniel 1:3-7  The College of the Captives
• What was the king’s purpose of bringing young nobles like 

Daniel to Babylon?

• Hostages to ensure their fathers didn’t cause trouble

• Trophies to show the populace of the capital

• Indoctrination / Inculturation of the ruling class 

• What were some other qualifications of these young 
men?

• youths in whom was no defect, 

• who were good-looking, 

• showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, 

• endowed with understanding and discerning 
knowledge, 

• and who had ability for serving in the king's court



Daniel 1:1-7  The College of the Captives

• The king’s official is commanded to teach 
these young, Hebrew nobles the literature 
and language of the Chaldeans
➢ Not just education but indoctrination

• They were to be taught for three years

• What was the goal of this instruction?
• That they would enter the personal service of 

the king

• What’s significant about these Hebrews being 
given Chaldean names?
• An attempt to remove every link to their old life 

in Judah



Daniel 1:8-16 The College of the Captives
8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile 
himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he 
drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the 
officials that he might not defile himself. 9 Now God granted 
Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of 
the officials, 10 and the commander of the officials said to 
Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has appointed 
your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces 
looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? 
Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king." 11 But 
Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the 
officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten days, and let us 
be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 "Then 
let our appearance be observed in your presence and the 
appearance of the youths who are eating the king's choice 
food; and deal with your servants according to what you see.“



Daniel 1:8-16 The College of the Captives

14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for 
ten days. 15 At the end of ten days their appearance seemed 
better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been 
eating the king's choice food. 16 So the overseer continued to 
withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, 
and kept giving them vegetables. 



Daniel 1:8-16 The College of the Captives

• What is the first test for Daniel and his friends?

• What was wrong with the food and wine from the king’s 
table?

• Some foods would have violated Levitical law

• A seduction into the lifestyle of the Babylonian nobility

• Daniel “purposed in his heart / made up his mind not to 
defile himself …”

• Daniel persuaded Ashpenaz with a reasonable test

• Note that Daniel was still respectful towards this authority, 
even in matters of his own conscience

➢This is not a lesson in proper diet but in obedience and 
intentional living: Daniel and his friends chose to identify 
with the poverty of their kinsmen in Israel, rather than with  
the luxuries of Babylon



Daniel 1:17-21  God Honors Faithfulness

17 As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge 
and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; 
Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams. 

18 Then at the end of the days which the king had 
specified for presenting them, the commander of the 
officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The 
king talked with them, and out of them all not one was 
found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they 
entered the king's personal service. 20 As for every 
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 
king consulted them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his 
realm. 21 And Daniel continued until the first year of 
Cyrus the king. NASU



Daniel 1:17-21  God Honors Faithfulness

• The four Hebrews excelled in all literature & wisdom

• Their final exam was to be questioned by the king

• The king found them to be “ten times better than all 
the magicians and enchanters in the kingdom”
• Magicians & Enchanters: 

• lit. those who drew magical lines or circles and 
whispered spells

➢Those who used tricks to give the illusion of 
power & wisdom 

• Daniel served in Babylon into the first year of the 
reign of Cyrus; nearly seventy years



Daniel 1: Standing for God
• How did the test of diet prepare Daniel for 

greater challenges?

• Why do you think the story of Daniel and his 
friends begins with a relatively minor trial of 
their youth?
• The heroism shown by these men in their times 

of greatest crisis doesn’t just appear from 
nowhere; it was the result of consistent live of 
consistent integrity.  

• “Such heroism does not develop overnight, nor 
is it created in a vacuum. … Present heroism 
cannot be explained apart from past 
faithfulness.”  - Sinclair Ferguson



Daniel 1: Standing for God
In what ways is our situation similar to that of 
Daniel?

• We are citizens of another country:  
• Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ; 

• We are often under the authority of ungodly 
people



Daniel 1: Standing for God

• What are some aspects of our own culture that are 
in conflict with God’s kingdom?

• What are some ways that we can choose to stand 
for God in our own circumstances?

➢The Book of Daniel provides an example of a man 
who could, “sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land”

➢More than that, the prophesies that God gave to 
Daniel enlivened his hope and empowered his 
ministry, the assurance that God’s kingdom would 
prevail over all pagan nations, no matter how strong 
they appeared.
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