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Review: The Structure of Daniel 
The Chiastic Structure of Prophesies:

• Chapter 1: Introduction and the testing of God’s 
people

• Chapter 2: Four World Empires

• Chapter 3: God’s Mighty Deliverance

• Chapter 4: God’s Judgment on World Rulers

• Chapter 5: God’s Judgment on World Rulers

• Chapter 6: God’s Mighty Deliverance

• Chapter 7: Four World Empires

• Chapters 8-12: God’s Purposes for His People in the 
times to come 

➢This structure emphasizes God’s control of human 
history



Dan 2:31-35 A Kingdom that Cannot be Shaken

31 "You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a 
single great statue; that statue, which was large and of 
extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and 
its appearance was awesome. 32 "The head of that statue 
was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its 
belly and its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet 
partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 "You continued looking 
until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the 
statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. 35 
"Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold 
were crushed all at the same time and became like chaff 
from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried 
them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the 
stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. NASU



Dan 2:31-35 A Kingdom that Cannot be Shaken

There were five elements to the 
king’s dream:

• Head of Gold

• Chest & Arms of Silver

• Torso and Thighs of Bronze

• Legs of Iron, with feet mixed 
with clay & iron

• A Stone 

➢Each of these pieces 
represents a great kingdom



Daniel 2:36-38 The First Great Empire
36 "This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation 
before the king. 37 "You, O king, are the king of kings, to 
whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, 
the strength and the glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men 
dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He 
has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule 
over them all. You are the head of gold. NASU

• Babylon is the first great empire

➢Note that the emperor and his empire are treated 
interchangeably.

• According to Daniel, how did Nebuchadnezzar receive his 
great power?

• The God of heaven has given all things to Nebuchadnezzar



Dan2:36-38 The First Great Empire: Babylon



Daniel 2:39 The 2nd & 3rd Great Empires

32 "The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its 
breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of 
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of clay.

39 "After you there will arise another kingdom inferior 
to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which 
will rule over all the earth.  

• Medo-Persia is the second great empire, represented 
by the chest and arms of silver



Dan 2:39 The 2nd Great Empire: Medo-Persia



Daniel 2:39 The 2nd & 3rd Great Empires

32 "The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its 
breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of 
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of clay.

39 "After you there will arise another kingdom inferior 
to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which 
will rule over all the earth.  NASU

• Macedonia (Greece) is the third great empire, 
represented by the belly and thighs of bronze



Dan2:39 The 3rd Great Empire: Macedonia

323 BC



Daniel 2:40 The 4th Great Empire
40 "Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; 
inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like 
iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these 
in pieces. 41 "In that you saw the feet and toes, partly of 
potter's clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided 
kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, 
inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay. 42 
"As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of 
pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of 
it will be brittle. 43 "And in that you saw the iron mixed 
with common clay, they will combine with one another in 
the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, 
even as iron does not combine with pottery.  NASU

• What great empire is represented by the legs of iron and 
feet of iron and clay?



Daniel 2:40 The 4th Great Empire: Rome



Daniel 2:40 The 4th Great Empire: Rome
• What are some things that are different about 

the 4th Empire compared to its predecessors?
• Legs of Iron: Crushes & Shatters

• Feet of Iron & Clay: A Divided Kingdom

Partly strong & partly weak

• Rome annihilated cultures that refused to 
surrender to them ( e.g. Carthage, the Druidic 
High-Culture of the Celts), and assimilated all 
of the others.  



Daniel 2:40 The 4th Great Empire: Rome
• The Roman Empire was divided in 285 AD 

• Rome became weakened from within by 
moral decay long before she was conquered 
from without: “feet of clay” 
• Concern with displaying affluence instead of building 

wealth;

• Obsession with sex and perversions of sex;

• Art became freakish and sensationalistic instead of 
creative and original;

• Widening disparity between very rich and very poor;

• Increased demand to live off the state.”

➢Each empire is supported by these same feet 
of clay Edward Gibbon: The History of the Decline and 

Fall of the Roman Empire



Daniel 2:44-45 The Kingdom of God

44 "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and 
that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will 
crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will 
itself endure forever. 45 "Inasmuch as you saw that a 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and 
that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver 
and the gold, the great God has made known to the 
king what will take place in the future; so the dream is 
true and its interpretation is trustworthy." NASU



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God
• Who is this Stone?

Matt 21:44

'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED,

THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone;

THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD,

AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES'? 

43 "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.  44 "And he 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it 
falls, it will scatter him like dust." NASU

• What does this stone do to all of the earthly empires?
Ps 2:8-9  8 'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your 
inheritance,

And the very ends of the earth as Your possession. 

9 'You shall break them with a rod of iron,

You shall shatter them like earthenware.'" 



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God

• What does the stone become after crushing the 
statue? 
• “But the stone that struck the statue became a great 

mountain and filled the whole earth.”  v. 35b

• Rev 11:15  "The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign 
forever and ever." 



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God

• What are some differences between the four 
great human empires and the Kingdom of 
God?

Kingdoms of Man

• Fashioned of various metals

• Finite in size

• Blown away like chaff

• Each replaces another

Kingdom of God

• A stone cut without hands

• Grows over time

• Endures forever

• Crushes all others



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God
• What does Daniel call the time period when the 

things in the king’s dream will take place?
• “He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will 

take place in the latter days.” Dan 2:28

• Lit. “the end of days”

• When do you think the latter days are?  (The latter 
days of what?)

• We can know:  
• First, by the immediate context

• Second, by the light of the whole of Scripture

• During which empire does the stone appear?
• During the 4th, Rome, though it was already growing 

before  

• Some theologians separate the toes of the statue into a 
future Roman empire with ten kings; e.g. the EEC/EU.  



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God

• After the stone crushes the statue it grows into a 
mountain

• Is the metaphor of growth one of sudden change or 
gradual?

• What kind of kingdom is the kingdom of God, 
physical or spiritual? 

• John 18:36  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not 
of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, 
then My servants would be fighting so that I 
would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it 
is, My kingdom is not of this realm."  NASU



Dan 2:31-35 The Kingdom of God
• John the Baptist spoke of the Kingdom of God as being 

“at hand”:
• Matt 3:2 “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”

• Christ Himself spoke of the Kingdom of God as already 
present:
• Luke 17:20-21  20 Now having been questioned by the 

Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, 
He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God is not 
coming with signs to be observed;  21 nor will they say, 
'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For behold, the kingdom 
of God is in your midst.“ NASU

➢Christians differ on these things, but I believe the immediate 
context and the context of the Gospels point to Christ, the 
stone, and His kingdom coming in the first century during 
the time of the Roman empire. 

➢The latter days are then the latter days of the Old Covenant



Daniel 2:46-49 Daniel’s Promotion

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did 
homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to him 
an offering and fragrant incense. 47 The king 
answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God 
of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of 
mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this 
mystery." 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave 
him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all 
the wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made request 
of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego over the administration of the province of 
Babylon, while Daniel was at the king's court.   NASU



Daniel 2:46-49 Daniel’s Promotion

• What was the king's response?
• Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did 

homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to him an 
offering and fragrant incense.

➢ Note that the King was awed but not converted.

• What does he do for Daniel?

• Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him 
many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over 
all the wise men of Babylon.



Daniel 2 Application

• What are some of the key messages of Daniel 2?

• Even the most powerful empires in history are under 
the control of God

• God is the Lord of history, who raises up kings and 
bring down kings

• Unlike human empires, the Kingdom of God will fill 
the whole earth and last forever.

• What differences do these messages of Daniel 2 make 
for us?

• If God can control empires He can certainly rule over 
the  things that bring us nightmares in our lives.

• We can trust our lives & our futures to God, who 
gives us a future and a hope
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