
   

 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 

Committed to Christ and His Word 
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Wonder pulls us together—a counterforce to all that seems to be tearing us 
apart. 

 - unknown sociologist 
 

Awe is an emotional response to something vast, and it challenges and     
expands our way of seeing the world...Awe minimizes our individual identity 
and attunes us to things bigger than ourselves. 

 - Elizabeth Bernstein 
 

God is over all things, under all things, outside all;  within but not enclosed;  
without but not excluded;  above but not raised up;  below but not            
depressed;  wholly above, presiding;  wholly beneath, sustaining;  wholly 
without, embracing;  wholly within, filling. 

 - Hildebert of Lavardin (11th century) in Epistles 
 

The Christmas narrative is one you can take or leave as true, but I cannot be  
convinced that silver bells going ring-a-ling is a better story than the        
godhead veiled in infant flesh come to drink death to the dregs. 

 - Dick Sullivan  
 

God has done this.  God will manifest his power.  That is what Christmas is 
about.  Not what men are going to do, nor what they should do.  NO, no—
what God has done.  We are asked to stand back and to look and listen. 

 - Martin Lloyd-Jones 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

- Book of Common Prayer 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.  

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians  

seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing 
around us and we look forward to getting to know you. 
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Service for the Worship of God 

November 29, 2020  | 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM     

WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP            Philippians 2:6-11 
 

(Leader)  Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
 

(Congregation) And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God has highly exalted and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 
 

(All)  so that the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

INVOCATION 
 
 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

We respond to 

God’s invitation 

by asking Him to 

empower and 

receive our    

worship. 

Advent is a season of excitement as we remember the First Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in his birth.  Advent is also a season of waiting as we anticipate, yearn, and 
long for the Second Coming of our Lord.   

 

The Advent decorations usher us into this season in a dramatic way.  The color     
purple on the offering table has been used for centuries in the Church to symbolize 
both repentance in preparation for the Lord’s arrival and the longing for his return.  
In contrast to the deadness of winter, the greenery reminds us that Christ has come 
to bring us everlasting life.  The four candles on the outside of the wreath represent 
the four Sundays of Advent.  Finally, on Christmas Eve, the white candle is also lit.  
Christ is here! 
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COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 
#196 
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OVERWHELMING WONDER  
By Leah Moebs and Michael Breakall 
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ADVENT READING      

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And 
the angel departed from her. 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 

Heavenly Father, our only hope is in the grace You offer in Your 
Son, Jesus, who has come to bear upon Himself the shame and 
suffering that should be ours. Yet, when good things come from 
Your hand we set our affections on these gifts, instead of on You, 
the Giver. We worship the creation instead of the Creator. 
 
 
Please silently confess your sin before the Lord. 
 
 
Lord, wash away our idolatry and make us faithful; close our hearts 
to all but You. Cast our sins, yet again, upon Jesus, in whose name 
we pray, AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      Colossians 1:19-22  
 
For in [Jesus] all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were          
alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in 
his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 
and above reproach before him.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
#213 
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OFFERING 
As recipients of his grace, we worship God  

by giving back a portion of what is already his. 

 

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy       

Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory        

forever.  Amen.* 
 

                                        children                   

      are  invited to   id ’s Worship following the Lord ’s Prayer.  They will 

return after the Sermon. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING          page 12 

I KINGS 8:27-30 
 

SERMON SERIES:    
JESUS CAME TO DRAW NEAR TO US     Marty Cates 

Christmas is bigger than we can ever imagine because God came down to draw 

near to us.  

 

CLOSING HYMN                                           page 11 

 

BENEDICTION  We depart with 

this final “good 

word” reminder 

of the grace   

given to us in the 

Gospel.   

We give thanks 

to God and bring 

our needs to him. 
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Weekly Prayer 
We pray for the various needs of mission partners, our  

congregation, denomination and community: 

 

MISSIONS:  Will and Judi Traub, Mission to the World, Scotland 

 

CONGREGATION:  Missions / Missions Committee 

 

DENOMINATION:  PCA Foundation 

 

COMMUNITY:  Gideons International 
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GLORY BE TO GOD 
By Sovereign Grace Music 
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SCRIPTURE READING          I Kings 8:27-30 (ESV)

          
[27]  But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven     

cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!  [28] Yet have regard to the 

prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the 

prayer that your servant prays before you this day, [29] that your eyes may be open night 

and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ 

that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. [30] And listen 

to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. 

And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. 

 

 

 

SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION 
 

[27]  Will God live here on earth? He is so BIG! He can't fit in the little house I built for him, 

not even in the whole universe is big enough for him. [28]  God even though you are so big 

and I'm so small, listen to my prayers, listen to my begging, Great God, listen to the cries of 

my heart that I am praying before you today.  [29] Watch all day and night this house I 

built for you, watch this house so you might hear the prayers that your servant prays     

toward this place where you said you would be.  [30]  And listen to the prayer of your 

servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward your house. And listen in    

heaven where you dwell, and when you hear, forgive us. 



 13 

 

Sunday, November 29 

8:30 AM  Indoor Worship Service 
9:50 AM  Kid’s Worship 
10:00 AM  Adult Sunday School (room 1 & 3) 
11:00 AM  Outdoor Worship Service 
11:30 AM  Hispanic Worship Service 
 

Monday, November 30 

10:00 AM  Knitting His Love (offsite) 
12:00 PM  Prayer Group in Parlor 
 

Tuesday, December 1 

6:00 & 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Studies 
9:30 AM  ESL Small Groups 
6:00 PM  MS Bible Study 
6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study (offsite) 
7:00 PM  Elders/Membership Meeting 
7:30 PM  HS Discipleship 
 

Wednesday, December 2 

10:00 AM  Women’s Bible Study (Sanctuary) 
 
Thursday, December 3 

6:30 PM  Women’s Ornament Exchange (virtual) 
7:00 PM  SPC Theology Class 
 

This Week at Sycamore 

November offering goal:  $96,423            November offering (as of 11/22/20):  $39437 - 41% 

   Year to Date 4/1/20—10/31/20 

Budget:             Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $637,669          YTD offering:  $607,775 (under $29,894) 

YTD expenses:  $679, 549         YTD expenses:  $649,099 (under $30,450) 

Financial Information 
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to 
know Him personally and learn how to live as 
His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome 
all children, and encourage and support  

parents as they love and raise them. We  

provide a safe, loving, and gospel-filled  

environment. 
 

 Nursery: For ages 6 weeks through 2 
years old during the 11:00 AM service. 
Space is limited, register online. 

 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at 
the welcome table.  

 Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years 
to 2nd grade, during the sermon for our 
outdoor service. They will be escorted 
back after the sermon. 

 Sunday School:  At home lessons are 
available via email or pick up on Sunday 
mornings.   

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School 
(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow 
in their personal relationship with God by 
walking with them toward spiritual maturity 
in a gospel-centered  community.  

 

Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12)    
students meet at different times for Youth 
Group, a time to fellowship and dive  
deeper into understanding who God is and 
who we are.   Additionally, there are  

opportunities throughout the year for Small 
Group Bible study. 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Women’s Ministry seeks to enable all  
women, regardless of age and stage of life, to 
understand and grow in their relationship 
with Christ, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s  

purpose in their lives, to reach beyond  

themselves to    minister to others, and to  

develop a vision for sharing Christ. Join us for 
bible studies and the  Annual Retreat. 

 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
Our men’s ministry seeks to build  

relationships among men so they can  

encourage one another spiritually, as the Bible 
says, “Iron sharpens iron, and one man  

sharpens another.” Join us for bible studies 
and our Annual Retreat. 

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you 
want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share 
your experiences and insights, to do     

something worthwhile with your time and 
experience, and for others to know the joy of 
the gospel.  Does this represent you?  The 
VIPs at Sycamore offer you a host of  

opportunities to share, learn, and grow in 
God’s grace. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are  

intentional about life together. Groups meet 
regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows 
through fellowship and prayer. 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form 

one body, and each member belongs to 

all the others." Romans 12:5 (NIV) 
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 Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by 12:00 PM on Wednesday. 
(office@sycamorepres.com) 

STAFF:  
  Sean Sawyers, Lead Pastor 

  Marty Cates, Associate Pastor 

  Becky Boone, Director of Kids’ Ministry 

  Michael Breakall, Director of Worship 

  Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach 

  Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship 

  Sarah Maddox, Communications Coordinator 

  Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader 

  Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 

  Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 
 

ELDERS: 
*Dave Antoline   Brian Kaman 

*Jim Bates   Glenn Kurtz 

*Rob Cross   Amish Ray 

*Christ Gramm   Jim Shefferly 

*Peter Martin   Gene Whitehead 

*Dennie Pritchard 

*Stephen Righter  

*Trevor Roberts 

*Phil Rohrer  

*Jim Ulmer   *current session 
 

 
DEACONS: 

Harry Fowler   Steve O’Brien 

Bob Maddox   John Vick 

Pat Murphy   Chris Wells 

Kevin Newman   Patrick Whitaker 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus Christ or 
you have a spiritual need or question, 
please speak to one of our elders.   
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counsellor, we support          
Wellspring Christian Counselling.       
You can contact them at                      
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504. 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW 
HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being  

intentional about life  

together. Small groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, 

fellowship, & study. 

sycamorepres.com/small-groups 

 

 
SERVE 
We are all about loving our 

God and the community 

around us. See how you can 

participate at  

sycamorepres.com/serve 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Pub-

lishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
Listen to our playlist 

“New Songs for 

Sunday Worship” 

Pastor Sean wants to get to 
know as many of you as 

possible Please contact 

Sandra in the church office 

to reserve your slot. 


