
   

 

Committed to Christ and His Word 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 
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There’s just no accounting for happiness, 
or the way it turns up like a prodigal 
who comes back to the dust at your feet 
having squandered a fortune far away. 
 
And how can you not forgive? 
You make a feast in honor of what 
was lost, and take from its place the finest 
garment, which you saved for an occasion 
you could not imagine, and you weep night and day 
to know that you were not abandoned, 
that happiness saved its most extreme form 
for you alone. 
-Jane Kenyon, "Happiness" in Otherwise 
 
"God’s promises are so great that only God make good on them." 
- Edmund Clowney 
 
"My relationship with Jesus does not make me feel like a baptized        
superhero. It makes me feel like a redeemed villain." 
- Sarah Condon, Churchy  
 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by 
Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; 
and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you 
mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
- Book of Common Prayer 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.  

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians  

seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing 
around us and we look forward to getting to know you. 
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Service for the Worship of God 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                  From Psalm 95  

 

(Leader)  Come, let us sing to the Lord, 

   Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 

(Congregation)  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

    Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 

In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

    The heights of the mountains are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, 

    And his hand formed the dry land. 

 

(All)  Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

    Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
 

 

INVOCATION 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

Singing is a ubiquitous characteristic of human communities from earliest recorded       

history. The Old Testament Israelites sang throughout their worship of God, and the     

earliest Christians continued this practice in the first century. We join our modern voices  

to this ancient practice in our worship of God.  

We ask God to 

receive and    

empower our 

worship. 

February 28, 2021                 Second Sunday in Lent 
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ACROSS THE LANDS 
By Stuart Townend 
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ONLY A HOLY GOD 
By CityAlight 
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The ancient  

Israelites rejoiced 

to hear the story of 

God, and the first 

Christians  

treasured the  

communal reading 

of Scripture.   

Rooted in this  

tradition, we  

publicly read a 

section of the Bible 

during worship.   

SCRIPTURE READING      

Mark 4:21-41 

And [Jesus] said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or 

under a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made 

manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. If anyone has ears to 

hear, let him hear.” And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with 

the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to 

you. For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, 

even what he has will be taken away.” 

 

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the 

ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he 

knows not how. The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then 

the full grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the    

sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the 

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so 

that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 

it. He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own        

disciples he explained everything. 

 

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the 

other side.” And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just 

as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, and 

the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But 

he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked 

the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there 

was a great calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no 

faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then 

is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost. We 
confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your 
way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are 
stained, and great when we are small.  
 
Please silently confess your sin before the Lord. 
 
We have failed in love, neglected injustice, and ignored your truth. 
Have mercy on us, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of 
righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON          John 3:16-17 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever     
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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GRACE GREATER THAN OUR SIN 
#465 
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OFFERING 
As recipients of his grace, we worship God  by giving back a portion of what is already his. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT        Kid ’s Ministry  

 
PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS       Page 12 

 

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING 
PHIL ROHRER |  DENNIE PRITCHARD 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And  lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the          

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.* 

 

SCRIPTURE READING         Page 10 
ESTHER 8:3-17 
 

SERMON SERIES:                Strong OT Women:  Resist!  

STEPPING FROM FAITH TO FEAR          Sean Sawyers 

Esther had to beg to save her people;  Jesus chose to die for his.  

 

Esther Steps In (3-6) 

Xerxes Steps Back (7-8) 

Mordecai Steps Up (9-14) 

The Jews Step Out (15 -17) 

CLOSING HYMN                    Page 11 
 

BENEDICTION  
We depart with this final “good word” reminder of the grace  given to us in the Gospel.  

We give thanks 

to God and 

bring our needs 

to him. 

God has ordained 

the preaching of 

the Bible to be 

the chief means 

of proclaiming 

the good news of 

Jesus Christ.   
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SCRIPTURE READING             ESTHER 8:3-17 (ESV) 
 

Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to 

avert the evil plan of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 
4 When the king held out the golden scepter to Esther, Esther rose and stood before the king. 
5 And she said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing 

seems right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to revoke 

the letters devised by Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to       

destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces of the king. 6 For how can I bear to see the     

calamity that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction of my        

kindred?” 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I 

have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he   

intended to lay hands on the Jews. 8 But you may write as you please with regard to the Jews, 

in the name of the king, and seal it with the king's ring, for an edict written in the name of 

the king and sealed with the king's ring cannot be revoked.” 
 

9 The king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of 

Sivan, on the twenty-third day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai  

commanded concerning the Jews, to the satraps and the governors and the officials of the 

provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to each province in its own script and to each 

people in its own language, and also to the Jews in their script and their language. 10 And he 

wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's signet ring. Then he sent 

the letters by mounted couriers riding on swift horses that were used in the king's service, 

bred from the royal stud, 11 saying that the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to 

gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any  

people or province that might attack them, children and women included, and to plunder 

their goods, 12 on one day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth 

day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 13 A copy of what was written was to be 

issued as a decree in every province, being publicly displayed to all peoples, and the Jews 

were to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 So the couriers, mounted 

on their swift horses that were used in the king's service, rode out hurriedly, urged by the 

king's command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. 
 

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, 

with a great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted 

and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. 17 And in every province 

and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness 

and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country  

declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. 
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CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH 
By Jordan Kauflin, Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa & Matthew Merker 
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LENT DEVOTIONAL (February 17  -  April 3) 
 

 Scan the QR code  

 or go to sycamorepres.com > Blog > Marty Cates 

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS 
EVAN AND SARAH MADDOX 
 

 Evan and Sarah Maddox met in college through RUF and were married last 

summer in an intimate 14-person Covid wedding. Evan has been serving           

Sycamore as the Assistant Youth Director since the Summer of 2019 and Sarah 

has been serving as the Communications Coordinator since August of last year. 

 

Sarah also has been blessed with the opportunity to use her gifts in                 

Communications to serve ministries around the world in her job with a Christian 

Marketing Agency called Kumveka. They both have a heart for serving the church 

and using their gifts to serve God. Sarah and Evan also love to travel, being      

outdoors, and all things soccer. 

 

They are excited to continue to grow relationships with other members of the 

Sycamore community and are grateful for the friendship, love, and Biblical 

growth Sycamore has provided them with. 
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Sunday, February 28 
830 AM   Worship Service 
10:00 AM  Adult Sunday School  
11:00 AM  Worship Service and Kid’s Worship 
   Nursery Available 
11:30 AM  Hispanic Worship Service 
 
Monday, March 1 
10:00 AM  Knitting His Love (offsite) 
12:00 PM  Prayer Group in Parlor 
 
Tuesday, March 2 
6:00 & 6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Studies 
9:30 AM   ESL Small Groups 
6:00 PM  MS Bible Study 

(Parents’ fellowship with Pastor Sean at Capital Ale House) 
6:30 PM   Women’s Bible Study (offsite) 

7:00 PM  HS Discipleship 

7:00 PM  Elders/Membership meeting 

    
Wednesday, March 3 
8:00 AM  HS Academic Support 
10:00 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 
Thursday, March 4 
7:00 AM   MS Academic Support 
 
Friday, March 5 -  Saturday, March 6  
   Men’s Retreat 
 

This Week at Sycamore 

February  offering goal:  $87,486   February offering (as of 2/28/21):      $61,360   (71%) 
    

   Year to Date 4/1/20—1/31/21 
 

Budget:         Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $954,995     YTD offering:  $883,094 (under $71,901) 

YTD expenses:  $950,248        YTD expenses:  $894,484 (under $55,764) 

Financial Information 

Men’s Retreat! 
Friday –Saturday  

March 5-6, 2021 

 
Register online at  

sycamorepres.com 

Questions?   

Contact Marty Cates at 
mcates@sycamorepres.com 
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to 
know Him personally and learn how to live as 
His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome 
all children, and encourage and support  

parents as they love and raise them.  
 

 Nursery: For ages 6 weeks through 3 years 

old during the 11:00 am service. Space is lim-

ited, register online. 

 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at the 

welcome table.  

 Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years to 

2nd grade, during the sermon for the 11:00 am 
service. They will be escorted back after the 
sermon. 

 Sunday School:  At home lessons are availa-

ble via email or pick up on Sunday mornings.   
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School 
(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow 
in their personal relationship with God by 
walking with them toward spiritual maturity 
in a gospel-centered  community.  
 

Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12)    
students meet at different times for Youth 
Group and Small Group Bible study. 

 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Men’s and Women’s Ministries seek to 
help us grow in our relationship with Christ 
and each other, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s 
purpose in our lives, to reach beyond our-
selves to minister to others, and to develop a 
vision for sharing Christ.  Join us for bible 
studies and the Annual Retreats.   

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you 
want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share 
your experiences and insights, to do     

something worthwhile with your time and 
experience, and for others to know the joy of 
the gospel.  Does this represent you?  The 
VIPs at Sycamore offer you a host of  

opportunities to share, learn, and grow in 
God’s grace. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are  

intentional about life together. Groups meet 
regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows 
through fellowship and prayer. 

 

 
 
 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 

each member belongs to all the others."  

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 

Praying Together 
 

For the needs of our mission partners, congregation, denomination and community: 
 

MISSIONS: Phil and Amina Fiol, Mission to the World, South Asia  

CONGREGATION:  English as a Second Language (ESL) 

DENOMINATION: PCA Committee on Discipleship Ministries 

COMMUNITY:  Gideons International 
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 Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by 12:00 PM on Wednesday. 
(office@sycamorepres.com) 

STAFF:  
  Sean Sawyers, Lead Pastor 

  Marty Cates, Associate Pastor 

  Becky Boone, Director of Kids’ Ministry 

  Michael Breakall, Director of Worship 

  Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach 

  Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship 

  Sarah Maddox, Communications Coordinator 

  Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader 

  Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 

  Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 
 

ELDERS: 
*Dave Antoline   Brian Kaman 

*Jim Bates   Glenn Kurtz 

*Rob Cross   Amish Ray 

*Chris Gramm   Jim Shefferly 

*Peter Martin   Gene Whitehead 

*Dennie Pritchard 

*Stephen Righter  

*Trevor Roberts 

*Phil Rohrer  

*Jim Ulmer   *current session 
 

DEACONS: 
Harry Fowler   Steve O’Brien 

Bob Maddox   John Vick 

Pat Murphy   Chris Wells 

Kevin Newman   Patrick Whitaker 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus Christ or 
you have a spiritual need or question, 
please speak to one of our elders.   
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counsellor, we support          
Wellspring Christian Counseling.       
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504. 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW 
HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being  

intentional about life  

together. Small groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, 

fellowship, & study. 

sycamorepres.com/small-groups 

 

 
SERVE 
We are all about loving our 

God and the community 

around us. See how you can 

participate at  

sycamorepres.com/serve 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Pub-

lishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

SERMON SERIES 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
 - Sermon Podcast 

 - Worship Playlists 

Just search for “Sycamore Presbyterian” 


