February 28, 2021
CALL TO WORSHIP— FROM PSALM 95
(Leader) Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
(Congregation) Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
(All) Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
CORPORATE CONFESSION

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost. We confess that we have
strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained, and great when we are small.
Please silently confess your sin before the Lord.
We have failed in love, neglected injustice, and ignored your truth. Have mercy on us, O
God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

MARK 4:1-20 (ESV)

And [Jesus] said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and
not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except
to come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” And he said to them, “Pay attention to
what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be
added to you. For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away.”
And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps
and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth
produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the grain
is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for
it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants
and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. He did not
speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And
leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were
with him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the
boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the
wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He
said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great
fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

SERMON SCRIPTURE READING

ESTHER 7:1-8:2 (ESV)

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 And on the second day, as they
were drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, Queen
Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it
shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king,
and if it please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my
request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be
annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for
our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to
Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do this?” 6 And Esther said, “A foe
and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.
And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the palace garden, but
Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm was determined
against him by the king. 8 And the king returned from the palace garden to the place where they
were drinking wine, as Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was. And the king said,
“Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?” As the word left the mouth
of the king, they covered Haman's face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the
king, said, “Moreover, the gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved
the king, is standing at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on
that.” 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the
wrath of the king abated.
7

8 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews.
And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 2 And the king took
off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set
Mordecai over the house of Haman.

Song Lyrics—February 28, 2021
Across the Lands

Only a Holy God

You’re the Word of God the Father,

Who else commands all the hosts of heaven?

From before the world began;

Who else could make every king bow down?

Every star and every planet

Who else can whisper and darkness trembles?

Has been fashioned by Your hand.

Only a Holy God.

All creation holds together
By the power of Your voice:

What other beauty demands such praises?

Let the skies declare Your glory,

What other splendour outshines the sun?

Let the land and seas rejoice!

What other majesty rules with justice?
Only a Holy God.

(Chorus)
You’re the Author of creation,

(Chorus)

You’re the Lord of every man;

Come and behold Him,

And Your cry of love rings out

The One and the Only.

Across the lands.

Cry out, sing “holy!”
Forever a Holy God;

Yet You left the gaze of angels,

Come and worship the Holy God.

Came to seek and save the lost,
And exchanged the joy of heaven

What other glory consumes like fire?

For the anguish of a cross.

What other power can raise the dead?

With a prayer You fed the hungry,

What other name remains undefeated?

With a word You stilled the sea.

Only a Holy God. (Chorus)

Yet how silently You suffered
That the guilty may go free.

Who else could rescue me from my failing?

(Chorus)

Who else would offer His only Son?
Who else invites me to call Him Father?

With a shout You rose victorious,
Wresting victory from the grave,
And ascended into heaven
Leading captives in Your wake.
Now You stand before the Father
Interceding for Your own.
From each tribe and tongue and nation
You are leading sinners home.
(Chorus)

Only a Holy God. (Chorus)

Grace Greater than Our Sin

Christ our Hope in Life and Death

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,

What is our hope in life and death?

grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,

Christ alone, Christ alone.

yonder on Calvary's mount out-poured,

What is our only confidence?

there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

That our souls to Him belong.
Who holds our days within His hand?

(Chorus)

What comes, apart from His command?

Grace, grace, God's grace,

And what will keep us to the end?

grace that will pardon and cleanse within;

The love of Christ, in which we stand.

grace, grace, God's grace,
grace that is greater than all our sin.

(Chorus)
O sing hallelujah!

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold,

Our hope springs eternal;

threaten the soul with infinite loss;

O sing hallelujah!

grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,

Now and ever we confess

points to the Refuge, the mighty cross.

Christ our hope in life and death.

(Chorus)
What truth can calm the troubled soul?

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide,

God is good, God is good.

What can avail to wash it away?

Where is His grace and goodness known?

Look! there is flowing a crimson tide;

In our great Redeemer’s blood.

Whiter than snow you may be today.

Who holds our faith when fears arise?

(Chorus)

Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?
(Chorus)

Unto the grave, what shall we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him.
There we will rise to meet the Lord,
Then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy,
When Christ is ours forevermore.

