
   

 

Committed to Christ and His Word 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 
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Am I not still a Child? And if so, then I am sure that though he correct 
me… yet he cannot take away his loving kindness from me.    

 - Samuel Willard, 17th Century Massachusetts pastor 

 

What I regret most in my life are failures of kindness. Those moments 
when another human being was there, in front of me, suffering, and I  
responded . . . sensibly. Reservedly. Mildly. Because kindness, it turns 
out, is hard — it starts out all rainbows and puppy dogs, and expands to 
include . . . well, everything.  

 - George Saunders, 21st century American author 

 

Forgiveness means a willingness and desire to cancel the debt that is 
owed to you because of the far greater kindness God has shown.  

- Holcomb & Holcomb, Rid of My Disgrace 

 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as 
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
- Book of Common Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.  

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians  

seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing 
around us and we look forward to getting to know you. 



 3 

 

Service for the Worship of God 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP        From Psalm 30 
 

(Leader) Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, 

    and give thanks to his holy name. 
 

(Congregation) For his anger is but for a moment, 

    and his favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, 

    but joy comes with the morning. 
 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

    you have loosed my sackcloth 

    and clothed me with gladness, 
 

(All) O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 
 

SONG OF PRAISE             Page 4 
 

INVOCATION 
 

SONG OF PRAISE             Page 5 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

Singing is a ubiquitous characteristic of human communities from earliest recorded       

history. The Old Testament Israelites sang throughout their worship of God, and the     

earliest Christians continued this practice in the first century. We join our modern voices  

to this ancient practice in our worship of God.  

We ask God to 

receive and    

empower our 

worship. 

May 9, 2021         
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COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING 
#101 
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WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 
#629 
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The ancient  

Israelites rejoiced 

to hear the story of 

God, and the first 

Christians  

treasured the  

communal reading 

of Scripture.   

Rooted in this  

tradition, we  

publicly read a 

section of the Bible 

during worship.   

SCRIPTURE READING      

Mark 7:14-23 

 

And [Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, 

all of you, and understand: There is nothing outside a person that by 

going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person 

are what defile him.” 

 

And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples 

asked him about the parable. And he said to them, “Then are you also 

without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a     

person from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but 

his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 

 

And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from 

within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 

theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 

slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and 

they defile a person.” 
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CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 

Merciful God, You who pardon all who truly repent and turn to 
You, we humbly confess our sins and ask Your mercy. We have not 
loved You with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as 
ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked 
humbly with You, our God. 
 

Please silently confess your personal sin before the Lord. 
 

Have mercy on us, O God, in Your lovingkindness. In Your great 
compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within us. Restore to us the joy of 
Your salvation and sustain us with Your bountiful Spirit. In Christ’s 
name, we pray. Amen. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       Lamentations 3:22-23 
 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
    his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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HIS MERCY IS MORE 
By Matt Boswell and Matt Papa 



 9 

 

OFFERING 
As recipients of his grace, we worship God  by giving back a portion of what is al-

ready his. 

 
PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING 
AMISH RAY  |  CHRIS GRAMM 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And  lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the          

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING           Pages 10 & 11  
RUTH 2:14-23 

 

SERMON SERIES:           U-Turns Allowed!
KINDNESS THERAPY          Sean Sawyers 
God’s kindness empowers us for real life. 

 
Security from Kindness (v. 14-16) 

 

 

Satisfaction from Kindness (v. 17-20) 

 

 

Stability from Kindness (v. 21-23) 

 

 

CLOSING SONG                  Page 12 
 

BENEDICTION  
We depart with this final “good word” reminder of the grace  given to us in the Gospel.  

We give thanks 

to God and 

bring our needs 

to him. 

God has ordained 

the preaching of 

the Bible to be 

the chief means 

of proclaiming 

the good news of 

Jesus Christ.   
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SCRIPTURE READING           Ruth 2:14-23 (ESV) 

 
14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel 
in the wine.” So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she 
ate until she was satisfied, and she had some left over. 15 When she rose to glean, Boaz 
instructed his young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not  
reproach her. 16 And also pull out some from the bundles for her and leave it for her to 
glean, and do not rebuke her.” 

17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and 

it was about an ephah of barley. 18 And she took it up and went into the city. Her      

mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what food 

she had left over after being satisfied. 19 And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did 

you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of 

you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The man's 

name with whom I worked today is Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, 

“May he be blessed by the Lord, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” 

Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close relative of ours, one of our redeemers.”  

 
21 And Ruth the Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep close by my young 

men until they have finished all my harvest.’” 22 And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-  

in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, lest in another 

field you be assaulted.” 23 So she kept close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until 

the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 
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SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION 
 
14 In the middle of the day Boaz fed his workers lunch, and he invited Ruth to join them, 
showing everyone she was now part of their team. When she sat down, he served her 
lunch, and she ate until she was full!  15 When she got up to go back to work, Boaz        
instructed all his workers, "Let Ruth gather grain anywhere she wants--and y'all better be 
nice to her! 16 In fact, everybody needs to leave a little bit of their harvest for her to pick 
up, and don't bother her when she takes it!" 
 
17 So Ruth worked until sundown, and she had enough grain to fill a couple 5-gallon 
buckets! 18 She took it all home to Naomi along with her leftovers from lunch. 19 Naomi 
asked her, "Where in the world did you get all this? I hope God does good things to the 
man who helped you!" Ruth said, "The guy I worked with today is named Boaz." 20 "God 
bless Boaz!" said Naomi. "God has shown us such mercy and grace, even when we   
doubted! You know, Boaz is sort of my cousin!" 
 
21 Ruth said, "That’s why he said I can gather grain with his workers for the next 2 

months!" 22 Naomi said to Ruth, "Yes! Do that, dear daughter. Don't bring harm to     

yourself, as I did, by going to other fields." 23 So Ruth gathered with Boaz's workers for 

the entire harvest season, but her and Naomi were still alone.  
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST IS RICH AND FREE 
By Wendell Kimbrough 
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Sunday, May 9 
8:30 AM   Indoor Worship Service 
9:50 AM  Kid’s Sunday School 
   Kid’s Inquirers Class 
10:00 AM  Adult Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Outdoor Worship Service (Nursery Available) 
   Kid’s Worship 
   Hispanic Worship Service 
 
Monday, May 10 
12:00 PM  Prayer Group in Parlor 
 
Tuesday, May 11 
6:00 & 6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Studies 
6:00 PM  MS Bible Study 
   Parents fellowship with Pastor Sean:   
   New Location:  101 Crafthouse   
   (12646 Stone Village Way—next to Mission BBQ) 
7:00 PM  HS Discipleship 
 
Wednesday, May 12 
7:00 AM  MS and HS Academic Support 

This Week at Sycamore 

May offering goal:  $92,118  May offering (as of 5/2/21):  $15,983  =  18% 
    

   Year to Date 4/1/20—3/31/21 
 

Budget:         Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $1,132,650     YTD offering:  $1,108,367 (under $24,283) 

YTD expenses:  $1,132,650       YTD expenses:  $1,070,740 (under $61,910) 

Financial Information 

 

The beautiful flowers that adorn the altar were given by  

Candace Kelly in memory of her mother, 

Lillian Sinclair Linnell   
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to 
know Him personally and learn how to live as 
His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome 
all children, and encourage and support  

parents as they love and raise them.  
 

 Nursery: For ages 6 weeks through 3 years 

old during the 11:00 am service. Space is      

limited, register online. 

 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at the 

welcome table.  

 Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years to 

2nd grade, during the sermon for the 11:00 am 
service. They will be escorted back after the 
sermon. 

 Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, from 

9:50 to 10:50 am.  Available for children age 2 

to grade 5 for a weekly Bible study that helps 

kids dive deep into the big story of the Bible. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School 
(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow 
in their personal relationship with God by 
walking with them toward spiritual maturity 
in a gospel-centered  community. Both MS 
(grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12) students 
meet at different times for Youth Group and 
Small Group Bible study. 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Men’s and Women’s Ministries seek to 
help us grow in our relationship with Christ 
and each other, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s 
purpose in our lives, to reach beyond our-
selves to minister to others, and to develop a 
vision for sharing Christ.  Join us for bible 
studies and the Annual Retreats.   

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you 
want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share 
your experiences and insights, to do     

something worthwhile with your time and 
experience, and for others to know the joy of 
the gospel.  Does this represent you?  The 
VIPs at Sycamore offer you a host of  

opportunities to share, learn, and grow in 
God’s grace. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are  

intentional about life together. Groups meet 
regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows 
through fellowship and prayer. 

 

 
 
 
 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 

each member belongs to all the others."  

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 

Praying Together 
 

For the needs of our mission partners, congregation, denomination and community: 
 

MISSIONS: Adam and Alyson Jones, CRU 

CONGREGATION:  Young Families Ministry 

DENOMINATION: Covenant College 

COMMUNITY:  Elijah House Academy 
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 Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by end of day Monday. 
(office@sycamorepres.com) 

 

 

STAFF:  
  Sean Sawyers, Lead Pastor 

  Marty Cates, Associate Pastor  

  Becky Boone, Director of Kids’ Ministry 

  Michael Breakall, Director of Worship  

  Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach  

  Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship  

  Sarah Maddox, Communications Coordinator  

  Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader  

  Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 

  Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 

ELDERS: 
(Currently serving on the Session) 
 

Dave Antoline 

Chris Gramm 

Brian Kaman 

Glenn Kurtz 

Peter Martin 

Dennie Pritchard 

 

 

 

Trevor Roberts 

Phil Rohrer 

Jim Shefferly 

Jim Ulmer 

Gene Whitehead 

 

DEACONS: 
(Currently serving on the Diaconate) 
 

Tyler Burgess 

Harry Fowler 

Bob Maddox 

Harry Markland 

Kevin Newman 

Steve O'Brien 

 

 

 

Scott Shefferly 

John Vick 

Paul Walshak 

Chris Wells 

Patrick Whitaker 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus Christ or 
you have a spiritual need or question, 
please speak to one of our elders.   
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counselor, we support Wellspring 
Christian Counseling. wellspringrva.com 
or 804-306-0504. 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW 
HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being  

intentional about life  

together. Small groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, 

fellowship, & study. 

sycamorepres.com/small-groups 

 

 
SERVE 
We are all about loving our 

God and the community 

around us. See how you can 

participate at  

sycamorepres.com/serve 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 

from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News     
Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
 - Sermon Podcast 

 - Worship Playlists 

Just search for “Sycamore Presbyterian” 

DID YOU KNOW? 
It takes over 40 volunteers 

every Sunday to have  

Worship, Kid's Worship, 

Sunday School, and Nursery. 

Please prayerfully consider  

volunteering today! 

sycamorepres.com/volunteer 


