
   

 

Committed to Christ and His Word 

To know Christ personally, to mature spiritually, to build community and to show God's love faithfully. 
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The enormous size of the universe and the insignificance of the earth 

were known for centuries, and no one ever dreamed that they had any 

bearing on the religious question. 

- CS Lewis, God in the Dock 

 

The proclamation of Jesus as the crucified Christos, the messianic Savior 

confronted Greek and Roman listeners with convictions that stood in 

stark contrast to the ideology of the city (the Greek polis) with its      

egalitarian structures that ultimately excluded the weak and the aliens.  

- Eckhard Schnabel, Paul the Missionary 

 

In a culture of distraction, the pauses built into the liturgy of a church 

service can be downright subversive. They point to an alternate mode of 

life—of human being rather than human doing...  

- David Zahl, Seculosity 

 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities    

before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our 

weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness 

we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness 

of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

- Book of Common Prayer 

 

 

 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.  

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians  

seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing 
around us and we look forward to getting to know you. 



 3 

 

Service for the Worship of God 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP     From Philippians 2 & Psalm 34  
 

(Leader) God has highly exalted [Jesus] and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 
 

(Congregation) so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue   
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 

Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 
 

Magnify the Lord with me, 
 

(All) and let us exalt his name together! 

 

SONG OF PRAISE                      Page 4 
 

INVOCATION 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                 Page 5 

Because we  

believe God  

initiates with 

sinners, we begin 

worship  

with His Word: 

His invitation to 

us to gather in 

His name. 

Singing is a ubiquitous characteristic of human communities from earliest recorded       

history. The Old Testament Israelites sang throughout their worship of God, and the     

earliest Christians continued this practice in the first century. We join our modern voices  

to this ancient practice in our worship of God.  

We ask God to 

receive and    

empower our 

worship. 

July 25, 2021            Digital Bulletin now available on Sunday!  

           Just scan with your camera at the welcome station. 
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ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 
#296, Trinity Hymnal, verses 1, 3, 5 & 6  

 

Our God is the Almighty Creator,      
Redeemer, and Sustainer of everything.  
We sing to declare that his rule extends 

to all of creation:  all of existence. 
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O THE DEEP, DEEP LOVE OF JESUS 
arr. Indelible Grace Music 

We sing to be reminded that God says his 

love for us is personal, steadfast, endless, 

and as far as east is from west:  infinite! 
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The ancient  

Israelites rejoiced 

to hear the story of 

God, and the first 

Christians  

treasured the  

communal reading 

of Scripture.   

Rooted in this  

tradition, we  

publicly read a 

section of the Bible 

during worship.   

SCRIPTURE READING         Mark 9:38-50  

 

John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out    

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 

following us.” 

But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty 

work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. For 

the one who is not against us is for us. For truly, I say to you, whoever 

gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by 

no means lose his reward. 

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 

sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his 

neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two 

hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 

And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you 

to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your 

eye causes you to sin, tear it out. 

It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye 

than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not 

die and the fire is not quenched.’ For everyone will be salted with fire. 

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 

make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.” 
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Jesus is good to 

lead us from the 

sorrow and 

shame of our sins 

into the security 

and joy of His 

full forgiveness.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    

OFFERING            Sanctuary Choir 

WITHOUT HIS CROSS 

As recipients of his grace, we worship God  by giving back a portion of what is al-

ready his. 

 

 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 
Father, we come before You, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, Who 
delights to dwell with the broken and contrite, to confess, that we 
have sinned in thought and word and deed; that we have not loved 
You with all our heart and soul; that we have not loved You with all 
our mind and strength; that we have not loved our neighbor as   
ourselves. 
 

Please silently confess your sin before the Lord. 
 

We beg You, O God, to forgive what we have been, to change what 
we are, and by Your mercy, to direct what we are becoming so that 
we may hereafter walk in the way of Your commands, and live to 
please You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       From Psalm 34  

 

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 
    and saves the crushed in spirit. 
The Lord redeems the life of his servants; 
    none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 
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JESUS WHISPERS 
By Red Mountain Music 

We can rejoice because there is no             

condemnation  - no punishment  -  for those 

who believe.  Father, Son, and Spirit are one 

in purpose to forgive all who answer His call. 
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During the    

11:00 AM sermon, 

children ages 4 

years through 

2nd grade are 

invited to Kid’s 

Worship. 

We give thanks 

to God and 

bring our needs 

to him. 

God has ordained 

the preaching of 

the Bible to be 

the chief means 

of proclaiming 

the good news of 

Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER OF PETITION AND THANKSGIVING  
 

THE LORD ’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom 

come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And  

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the          

Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING      
ROMANS 1:16-17 
 

 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for   

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 

faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

SERMON:                  Rev. Fred Sloan  

THE GOSPEL 
 

I.  The Power of God  

 

 

 

 

II.  The Righteousness of God  

 

 

 

 

CLOSING SONG          Page 11 

 

BENEDICTION 
We depart with this final “good word” reminder of the grace  given to us in the Gospel.  
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THE GOSPEL 
Rev. Fred Sloan 

 

 

I.  The Power of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II.  The Righteousness of God  

Sermon Notes 
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MAY THE PEOPLES PRAISE YOU 
By Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend, 
Ed Cash & David Zimmer 

We sing this song, because the good news  

of God’s love is for all people.  

 Jesus told us to spread this news  

to every corner of the world. 
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Sunday, July 25             *Nursery Available 
8:30 AM    Worship Service  
9:45 AM   Kid’s Sunday School  
9:50 AM    Adult Sunday School * 
10:30 AM   Fellowship Time * 
11:00 AM   Worship Service * 
    Kid’s Worship 
    Hispanic Worship Service 
5:00 PM   MS Youth Group 
6:30 PM   HS Youth Group 
 
Monday, July 26 
9:30 AM   Arts Camp Workshop 
12:00 PM   Prayer Group in Parlor 
 
Tuesday, July 27 
6:00 & 6:45 AM  Men’s Bible Studies 
9:30 AM   Arts Camp Workshop 
6:00 PM   MS Bible Study 
7:00 PM   HS Bible Study 
7:00 PM   Missions Committee 
7:00 PM    Session Meeting 
 
Wednesday, July 28 
10:30 AM   Women’s Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM   Arts Camp Workshop 
 
Thursday, July 29 
9:30 AM   Arts Camp Workshop 
7:00 PM   Women’s Book Study 
 
Friday, July 30 
9:30 AM   Arts Camp Workshop 
 
Saturday, July 31  Amazing Race! 
 
 
 
 

This Week at Sycamore 
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Sunday School 
To deepen our understanding of Scripture                        

and our love for God through thoughtful                           

and engaging studies of God’s word. 

Nursery room C/D 

Nursery room A/B 

 

Room 27 

Room 25 

Room 24 

Playground/Rm. 27 

Room 2 

Room 2 

*as of Sept 2020 

Nursery  

Toddlers  

Preschool &  

Kindergarten 

Grades 1-2 

Grade 3-4 

Kid’s Worship 

Middle School 

High School  

CHILDREN - 9:45 AM on Sunday. 

Kid's Sunday School teaches that it is the gospel,  

not good behavior, that changes everything.   

YOUTH  9:50 AM on Sunday.   

Middle School students (grades 6-8) and 

High School students (grades 9-12) meet to 

study God’s word and be encouraged to 

grow in their faith. 

 
ADULT - 9:50 AM on Sunday 

Missions Spotlight:    Rich Leary, CRU 

Meets in Sanctuary. 
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to 

know Him personally and learn how to live as 

His beloved sons and daughters. We welcome 

all children, and encourage and support     

parents as they love and raise them.  

 

 Nursery: For ages 6 weeks through 3 years 

old during Adult Sunday School and the 11:00 

am service. 

 Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at the 

welcome table.  

 Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years 

through 2nd grade, during the sermon for the 

11:00 am service. They will be escorted back 

after the sermon. 

 Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, from 

9:45 to 10:30 am.  Available for children age 2 

to grade 5 for a weekly Bible study that helps 

kids dive deep into the big story of the Bible. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School 

(HS) and Middle School (MS) students grow 

in their personal relationship with God by 

walking with them toward spiritual maturity 

in a gospel-centered community. Both MS 

(grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9-12) students 

meet at different times for Youth Group and 

Small Group Bible study. 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Men’s and Women’s Ministries seek to 

help us grow in our relationship with Christ 

and each other, to find ways to fulfill Christ’s 

purpose in our lives, to reach beyond our-

selves to minister to others, and to develop a 

vision for sharing Christ.  Join us for bible 

studies and the Annual Retreats.   

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you 

want in life: to celebrate blessings, to share 

your experiences and insights, to do     

something worthwhile with your time and 

experience, and for others to know the joy of 

the gospel.  Does this represent you?  The 

VIPs at Sycamore offer you a host of  

opportunities to share, learn, and grow in 

God’s grace. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are  

intentional about life together. Groups meet 

regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows 

through fellowship and prayer. 

 

 
 
 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 

each member belongs to all the others."  

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 

Praying Together 
 

For the needs of our mission partners, congregation, denomination and community: 

MISSIONS:  Rich and Barb Leary, CRU 

CONGREGATION:  Arts Camp Workshops 

DENOMINATION:  Ridge Haven Camp 

COMMUNITY:  Set Free Ministry 
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 Leadership 

Announcement, Newsletter, and Bulletin requests by end of day Monday.  
(office@sycamorepres.com) 

 

 
STAFF:  
  Sean Sawyers, Lead Pastor 

  Marty Cates, Associate Pastor  

  Becky Boone, Director of Kids’ Ministry 

  Michael Breakall, Director of Worship  

  Evan Maddox, Assistant Director of Youth & Outreach  

  Allie Obrecht, Assistant Director of Youth & Discipleship  

  Sarah Maddox, Communications Coordinator  

  Sandra Learned, Administrative Team Leader  

  Kate Maguire, Administrative Assistant 

  Margarita Wallace, Administrative Assistant 

ELDERS:  (Currently serving on the Session) 
 

Dave Antoline 

Chris Gramm 

Brian Kaman 

Glenn Kurtz 

Peter Martin 

Dennie Pritchard 

 

 

 

Trevor Roberts 

Phil Rohrer 

Jim Shefferly 

Jim Ulmer 

Gene Whitehead 

 

DEACONS:  (Currently serving on the Diaconate) 
 

Tyler Burgess 

Harry Fowler 

Bob Maddox 

Harry Markland 

Kevin Newman 

 

 

Steve O'Brien 

Scott Shefferly 

John Vick 

Paul Walshak 

Chris Wells 

Patrick Whitaker 

Financial Information 
July offering goal:  $86,198         June offering (through 7/18/21):  $39,426  (46%) 
    

   Year to Date 4/1/21—6/30/21 
 

Budget:         Actual: 

YTD offering goal:   $255,200     YTD offering:  $260,688 (over $5,488) 

YTD expenses:  $277,482       YTD expenses:  $284,860 (over $7,378) 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus Christ or 
you have a spiritual need or question, 
please speak to one of our elders.   
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counselor, we support Wellspring 
Christian Counseling. wellspringrva.com 
or 804-306-0504. 

Spiritual Care 
ARE YOU NEW 
HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
Join us in being  

intentional about life  

together. Small groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, 

fellowship, & study. 

sycamorepres.com/small-groups 

 

 
SERVE 
We are all about loving our 

God and the community 

around us. See how you can 

participate at  

sycamorepres.com/serve 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian VA 23114  |  sycamorepres.com  |  804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts are 

from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News     
Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
 - Sermon Podcast 

 - Worship Playlists 

Just search for “Sycamore Presbyterian” 

DID YOU KNOW? 
It takes over 40 volunteers 

every Sunday to have  

Worship, Kid's Worship, 

Sunday School, and Nursery. 

Please prayerfully consider  

volunteering today! 

sycamorepres.com/volunteer 


