
   

 

A robust church, joyfully united to Jesus, our community, and each other.  
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You will be healed. You were meant to be solid and whole, and you will 
be. - Frodo, The Return of the King, J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
 
I thought I made it a couple of times. Both of them had to do with jobs. 
Both were fleeting feelings... That’s the thing with making it, it sows the 
seeds of its own destruction. Because implicit in the promise that you’ll 
succeed is the assurance that you never will.  - Soraya Roberts, The Myth 
of Making It 
 
 
I marveled at the ways by which we can fool ourselves. We don some 
professional or moral costume so as to hide even from ourselves our real 
desires and wants. Then we present to the world a facade of objectivity 
and rectitude instead of the self-concern we really feel. - Langdon 
Gilkey, Shangtung Compound 
 
 
"What was once done 'for the love God' is now done for the love of 
money... that which at present affords us the highest feeling of power and 
a good conscience." - Friedrich Nietzsche, The Dawn of Day 
 
 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we 
may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. - Book of Common Prayer  

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

Preparation for Worship 

Welcome to Sycamore Presbyterian Church, a community of Christians  

seeking to bask in the grace of God and share the love of Jesus with our 
neighbors in Midlothian. We’re excited to be a part of what God is doing 
around us and we look forward to getting to know you. 

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.  
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Service for the Worship of God 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (FROM PSALM 136) 
 
(Leader) Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
 
(Response) for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Give thanks to the God of gods, (response) 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, (response) 
to him who alone does great wonders, (response) 
to him who by understanding made the heavens, (response) 
to him who spread out the earth above the waters, (response) 
to him who made the great lights, (response) 
the sun to rule over the day, (response) 
the moon and stars to rule over the night, (response) 
It is he who remembered us in our low estate, (response) 
and rescued us from our foes, (response) 
Give thanks to the God of heaven, (response) 
 

SONG OF PRAISE                      Page 4 
 

INVOCATION 
 

SONG OF PRAISE          Page 5 

God Himself, 

through the  

Bible,  calls us 

into his presence 

to connect with 

Him in worship.  

The Old Testament Israelites sang throughout their worship of God. The earliest Christians 

continued this practice in the first century, and we join our modern voices to this ancient 

practice in our worship of God.  

We respond to 

God’s gracious 

invitation by 

asking Him to 

empower and 

receive our  

worship.  

October 17, 2021         
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ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 
#296, Trinity Hymnal, verses 1, 3, 5 & 6  

Our God is the Almighty Creator, Redeemer, and 

Sustainer of everything. We sing to declare that 

his rule extends to all of existence. 
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IN CHRIST ALONE 
By Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

This song reminds us that there is no guilt in life and no 
fear in death when we know Jesus; that there is nothing 

that can separate us from his love for us. 
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The ancient  

Israelites rejoiced 

to hear the story of 

God, and the first 

Christians  

treasured the  

communal reading 

of Scripture.   

Rooted in this  

tradition, we  

publicly read a 

section of the Bible 

during worship.   

SCRIPTURE READING          Mark 13:1-13 

 

 

1 And as [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said 
to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what 
wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these 
great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.” 
 
3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter 
and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, 
when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all 
these things are about to be accomplished?” 
 
5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you 
astray. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they 
will lead many astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is 
not yet. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will 
be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. 
 
9 “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to 
councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will 
stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness 
before them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all 
nations. 
 
11 And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not 
be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is 
given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy 
Spirit. 12 And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the 
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
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OFFERING    
We worship God by gladly giving back a portion of what he has provided for us. These 
resources further his mission in our community. 

 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 
In God’s presence, we see ourselves as we are, and so at His invitation, we confess our sin, 

trusting in His promised grace.    

 

(Choir) I dare not lift my guilty eyes. I hide my lips in trembling shame. 

And in the darkness of soul, I shrink from Your rekindling flame. 

(All) Kyrie... 

God declares in 

the gospel that 

all who repent 

and believe in 

Jesus Christ are 

completely    

forgiven from the 

guilt and shame 

of all their sins.  

(Choir) In mercy cover me with grace and blot out my iniquity. Renew my 

heart and wash me clean; grant with Your pardon, purity. (All) Kyrie... 

 

(Choir) In equal measure of Your love, You promised mercy, tender com-

passion to the one who seeks Your face. A broken heart, a contrite spirit, 

together cry for Your forgiveness and Your grace. Against you only have I 

sinned. My deeds are evil in your sight, Of Your forgiveness let me sing, and 

in my singing take delight. (All) Kyrie... 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
JOHN 3:16-17 
 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 

“Kyrie Eleison,” 

meaning “Lord, 

have mercy,” is a 

simple prayer 

used by Christians 

throughout the 

world for         

hundreds of years. 
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Jesus, Thank You 
Sovereign Grace Music 

With both heart and mind, we express the 
immense gratitude that is deserved by the 

amazing love God has for us.  
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SHEPHERDING PRAYER 
One of our leaders cries out to God on our behalf for grace and mercy, 

especially for the hurting, needy, and broken. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy       
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory    
forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING         Page 10 

Luke 12:13-21 
 

SERMON SERIES:        Old Stories for new life  

RICH ENOUGH             Sean Sawyers 

Our heart craves God’s riches in Jesus, but we try to satisfy it with a 

shopping spree.  

  

Enough Rest (v. 19) 

Enough Stuff (v. 13-18) 

Enough Jesus (vv. 20-21) 

 

SYCAMORE KIDS ’ VERSION       Page 11 
 

CLOSING SONG            Page 12  

 

BENEDICTION 
We depart with this final “good word” reminder of the grace  given to us in 

the  Gospel.  

During the    

11:00 AM sermon, 

children ages 4 

years through 

2nd grade are 

invited to Kid’s 

Worship. 

God has ordained 

the preaching of 

the Bible to be 

the chief means 

of proclaiming 

the good news of 

Jesus Christ. 
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SCRIPTURE READING                   Luke 12:13-21 

 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your 
guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The 
land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
 
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 
 
20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays 
up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
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SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION                  Luke 12:13-21 

 

13 Someone in the crowd interrupted Jesus by yelling out, “Hey, teacher! 
Tell my brother to give me my half of our family stuff.” 14 Jesus called back 
to him, “Dude! I don’t care about that! At all.” 15 Then Jesus spoke to the 
whole crowd, “Be careful and guard yourself against greed. If you die with 
the most toys, you don’t win. You’re still dead.” 16 To help them 
understand, he told them this story, “A rich man owned a big farm, and one 
year it had a huge crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘I have got to store this 
crop before it goes bad!  18 I know, I’ll tear down my barns and build nicer 
bigger ones so I can keep the crop plus all my stuff close and safe.  
 
19 Then I will know that I am safe and nothing bad can happen to me. I can 
finally rest and be happy!’ 
 
20 But God was listening to the guy talk to himself, and He said, ‘You are a 
fool. Tonight you die and come to me, and all the stuff that made you 
happy will stay behind for someone else to have.’ 21 So too,” Jesus said to 
the crowd, “is everyone who tries to find rest and happiness through stuff 
instead of trusting God to give those things to His family.” 
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Days of Elijah 
By Mark Robin 

Our God will come again and we will live with 
him!   1 Thessalonians 4:18 tells us to 

“encourage each other with these words.”  

(1.) These are the days of Elijah: 
Declaring the Word of the Lord. 
And these are the days 
Of Your servant Moses: 
Righteousness being restored. 
And though these are days 
Of great trials: 
Of famine and darkness and sword, 
Still we are the voice 
In the desert, crying, 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 
 
(Chorus) 
Behold! He comes riding on the clouds; 
Shining like the sun, at the trumpet call. 
So lift your voice; it's the year of Jubilee, 
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 
 
(2.) And these are the days of Ezekiel: 
The dry bones becoming as flesh. 
And these are the days 
Of Your servant David: 
Rebuilding a temple of praise. 
And these are the days of the harvest: 
The fields are as white in the world. 
And we are the labourers 
In Your vineyard, 
Declaring the Word of the Lord. 
(Chorus) 
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Sunday, October 17       *Nursery Available 
9:45 AM  Kid’s Sunday School  
9:50 AM   Adult Sunday School * 
10:30 AM  Fellowship Time * 
11:00 AM  Worship Service * 
   Kid’s Worship 
   Hispanic Worship Service 
5:00 PM   Middle School Youth Group 
6:30 PM   High School Youth Group 
 
Tuesday, October 19 
6:00 & 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Studies 
9:30 AM  ESL 
6:00 PM  Middle School Bible Study 
6:30 PM   Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 PM  High School Bible Study 
6:00 PM   Reformed Theology Class 
7:00 PM  Elders/Deacons Meeting  
 
Wednesday, October 20 
10:00 AM   Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 PM   Sanctuary Choir 
 
Thursday, October 21 
3:30 PM   Knitting His Love: Cabling Class 
 
Friday, October 22 
11:00 AM  VIP Fall Excursion 
 
 

This Week at Sycamore 
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Sunday School 
To deepen our understanding of Scripture                        

and our love for God through thoughtful                           

and engaging studies of God’s word. 

Nursery room C/D 

Nursery room A/B 

Room 15 

Room 13 

Room 12 

Playground/Rm. 27 

Room 2 

*as of Sept 2021 

0-2 yrs 

2 yrs–presch 

K-Grade 1 

Grades 2-3 

Grade 4-5 

Kid’s Worship 

Middle School 

High School  

CHILDREN - 9:45 AM on Sunday. 

Kid's Sunday School teaches that it is the gospel,  

not good behavior, that changes everything.   

ADULT - 9:50 AM on Sunday 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Meets in Room 25 

Job 

Meets in Room 3 
 
YOUTH  9:50 AM on Sunday.   

Middle School students (grades 6-8) and 

High School students (grades 9-12) meet to 

study God’s word and be encouraged to 

grow in their faith. 

 



 15 

 

KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to know 

Him personally and learn how to live as His 

beloved sons and daughters. We welcome all 

children, and encourage and support     parents as 

they love and raise them.  

 

• Nursery: For ages 6 weeks through 3 years old 

during Adult Sunday School and the 11:00 am 

service. 

• Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at the 

welcome table.  

• Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years 

through 2nd grade, during the sermon for the 

11:00 am service. They will be escorted back 

after the sermon. 

• Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, from 9:45 

to 10:30 am.  Available for children age 2 to 

grade 5 for a weekly Bible study that helps kids 

dive deep into the big story of the Bible. 
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School (HS) 

and Middle School (MS) students grow in their 

personal relationship with God by walking with 

them toward spiritual maturity in a gospel-centered 

community. Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9

-12) students meet at different times for Youth 

Group and Small Group Bible study. 

 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Men’s and Women’s Ministries seek to help us 

grow in our relationship with Jesus and each other, 

to find ways to fulfill Jesus’ purpose in our lives, to 

reach beyond ourselves to minister to others, and 

to develop a vision for sharing Jesus. Join us for 

bible studies and the Annual Retreats.   

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you want in 

life: to celebrate blessings, to share your 

experiences and insights, to do     

something worthwhile with your time and 

experience, and for others to know the joy of the 

gospel.  Does this represent you?  The VIPs at 

Sycamore offer you a host of  

opportunities to share, learn, and grow in God’s 

grace. 

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are  

intentional about life together. Groups meet 

regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows through 

fellowship and prayer. 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION 
Every two months the staff will share their book 

pick for you to read for the growth of our 

congregation. The current book pick is: 

Indispensable - The Basics of Christian Belief  

by David Cassidy.. 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 

each member belongs to all the others."  

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 

Praying Together 
 

For the needs of our mission partners, congregation, denomination and community: 

MISSIONS:  Philip & Terry McCurley (Youth with a Mission) 

CONGREGATION:  Young Families 

DENOMINATION:  Peter Lyon (Reformed University Fellowship, VCU) 

COMMUNITY:  Liberation Veteran Services 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus or you 
have a spiritual need or question, please 
speak to one of our elders. 
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counselor, we support 
Wellspring Christian Counseling. 
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504. 

 
If you, or someone you know, needs 
financial help with basic needs, such as 
food, clothing, housing, and utilities— or 
special needs like school supplies or medical 
expenses, we have special funds available 
for such needs. Please reach out to us 
through our website or let the office know. 

https://sycamorepres.com/benevolence/ 

Care 
ARE YOU NEW HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Join us in being intentional about life  

together. Community groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, fellowship, & 

study. 

sycamorepres.com/community-groups 

 

 
 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road | Midlothian VA 23114 | sycamorepres.com | 804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts 
are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
Listen to Sermons 

Worship Playlists 

Just search for “Sycamore Presbyterian” 

DID YOU KNOW? 
It takes over 40 volunteers 

every Sunday to have  

Worship, Kid's Worship, 

Sunday School, and Nursery. 

Please prayerfully consider  

volunteering today! 

sycamorepres.com/volunteer 


