
   

 

A robust church, joyfully united to Jesus, our community, and each other.  

Committed to Christ and his Word 
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Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.  

Service for the Worship of God 

We focus our 

hearts and minds 

as we prepare to 

be served by the 

life-giving      

Creator God. 

January 23, 2022 

In worship, we are not alone as individuals, but rather, God calls us as a people (1 
Peter 2:9-10).  We are a people not just of Sycamore Presbyterian but of all groups of believers 
on earth (Ephesians 4:4-6). Even more, we are not just part of all believers on earth but of 
saints and angels in heaven, who worship day and night without ceasing (Revelation 4:8-11; 
7:9-12). 
 This morning, from the Call to Worship until the Benediction, we are in sacred time 
and space where, by the Spirit, the congregation is lifted up to the very throne room of God to 
join His always-in-progress worship service, so that he might shower us with His blessings. 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
Most people, if they really learn how to look into their own hearts, 
would know that they do want, and want acutely, something that 
cannot be had in this world. -C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
 

Meaninglessness does not come from being weary of pain. 
Meaninglessness comes from being weary of pleasure.- G.K. Chesterton 
 

If I could be like that, I would give anything  
Just to live one day, In those shoes  
If I could be like that, What would I do?  
Lord what would I do?  
-3 Doors Down, Be Like That 
 

You make known to me the path of life; 
in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. -Psalm 16:11 
 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that 
we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. - Book of Common Prayer 
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CALL TO WORSHIP             
From Psalm 46 
 

(Leader) God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the 
mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 
foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
 
(Congregation) There is a river whose streams make glad the city of 
God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of 
her.  She shall not be moved.  God will help her when morning 
dawns. 
 
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I 
will be exalted in the earth!” 
 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE                      Page 4 

 
INVOCATION 
We respond to God’s gracious invitation by asking Him to empower and 
receive our  worship.  

 
SONG OF PRAISE          Page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God Himself, 

through the  

Bible,  calls us 

into his presence 

to connect with 

Him in worship.  

The Old 

Testament 

Israelites sang 

throughout their 

worship of God. 

The earliest 

Christians 

continued this 

practice in the 

first century, and 

we join our 

modern voices 

to this ancient 

practice in our 

worship of God.  
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LIVING WATERS 
By Kristyn and Ed Cash 

We sing to declare that our God is the Almighty 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of all things.  

He is our Living Water (John 7:37-39). 
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MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST, MY 
SAVIOR 
Trinity Hymnal, #644, verses 1-3 & 5 

We pray in song that God would  
make us more like him. 



6 

 

The ancient  

Israelites rejoiced 

to hear the story of 

God, and the first 

Christians  

treasured the  

communal reading 

of Scripture.   

Rooted in this  

tradition, we  

publicly read a 

section of the Bible 

during worship.   

SCRIPTURE READING    Mark 14:22-31  

 

22 And as [Jesus and his disciples] were eating, he took bread, and 
after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this 
is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks 
he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to 
them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit 
of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.” 

26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount 

of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is 

written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 

scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to 

Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I 

will not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very 

night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three 

times.” 31 But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will 

not deny you.” And they all said the same. 

 

(Leader) The Word of the Lord. 
 
(Congregation) Thanks be to God. 
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OFFERING    
We worship God by gladly giving back a portion of what he has 
provided for us. These resources further his mission in our 
community. 

 

CORPORATE CONFESSION 
 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, 
Judge of all, we acknowledge and mourn over our wickedness and 
many sins, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed 
against your Divine Majesty, justly provoking Your wrath and 
indignation against us. We earnestly repent, and are deeply sorry. 
 
Please silently confess your sin before the Lord. 
 
On account of  Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us all that 
is past, and grant that we may always hereafter serve and please 
You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your Name. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
FROM ISAIAH 55 
 
Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 
money, come, buy and eat! Seek the Lord while he may be found; call 
upon him while he is near; return to the Lord, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 

God declares in 

the gospel that 

all who repent 

and believe in 

Jesus Christ are 

completely    

forgiven from the 

guilt and shame 

of all their sins.  

In God’s         

presence, we see 

ourselves as we 

are, and so at His 

invitation, we 

confess our sin, 

trusting in His 

promised grace.    
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O COME TO THE ALTAR 
By Chris Brown, et al. 

The “altar” is the cross where Jesus was crucified. 
Whether you are rejoicing or mourning, in a good place 

or a bad place, you are unconditionally loved by God. 
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SHEPHERDING PRAYER 
One of our leaders cries out to God on our behalf for grace and mercy, 

especially for the hurting, needy, and broken. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy       
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And  lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory    
forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING         Page 10 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
  

SERMON SERIES:    Ecclesiastes 
CAN’T GET NO SATISFACTION           Sean Sawyers 

You can’t buy happiness, but we still try. 
 

A Happy Experiment 

An Unhappy Result 

A Happy Consideration 
 

SYCAMORE KIDS ’ VERSION        Page 11 
 

CLOSING SONG            Page 12  

 

BENEDICTION 
We depart with this final “good word” reminder of the grace given to us in 

the  Gospel.  

During the    

11:00 AM sermon, 

children ages 4 

years through 

2nd grade are 

invited to Kid’s 

Worship. 

God has ordained 

the preaching of 

the Bible to be 

the chief means 

of proclaiming 

the good news of 

Jesus Christ. 
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SCRIPTURE READING                      Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

 

I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself.” But 
behold, this also was vanity. 2 I said of laughter, “It is mad,” and of pleasure, 
“What use is it?” 3 I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine—my 
heart still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see 
what was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of 
their life. 4 I made great works. I built houses and planted vineyards for 
myself.   5 I made myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit 
trees. 6 I made myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 7 I 
bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. I had 
also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before 
me in Jerusalem. 8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure 
of kings and provinces. I got singers, both men and women, and 
many concubines, the delight of the sons of man. 

9 So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also 
my wisdom remained with me. 10 And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep 
from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all 
my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. 11 Then I considered all that my 
hands had done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all 
was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under 
the sun. 
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SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION     Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

 

[1] I really wanted to know if the stuff of this world could make me happy. Turns 
out, it can’t. 

[2] First, I learned that laughing at everything, acting like fool, doesn't help. 

[3] Next I tried to be happy with fancy wine- not too much but just enough to 
grab some silliness in this short life. 

[4] Then I tried having a great home with the best yard. 

[5] I had gardens and playgrounds. It was like a park! 

[6] I had a pool and a big sprinkler system for all the plants. 

[7] I had servants and lots of valuable things that got more valuable. I had more 
than any king before me in Jerusalem. 

[8] I had more gold and silver than I knew what to do with. I had the latest music, 
live not on my phone. Oh, and I had lots and lots of girlfriends too! 

[9] I was so powerful and popular, the coolest guy in town. But I never forgot this 
was all a test. 

[10] I got whatever I wanted, no holding back. Honestly, all that work to have that 
kind of life did make me happy for a little while. 

[11] When I really thought about everything I had done, how much work that kind 
of life took, it totally wasn't worth it. It was empty and like trying to catch the 
wind in my hands. 
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O LORD, I WILL DELIGHT IN THEE 
By Luke Morton 

Whether in this life or the next, we rejoice that our 
God is the great and free Giver. All that is wrong will 

be made right; all that is lacking will be given. 
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Sunday, January  23     * Nursery Available 
8:30 AM  Worship Service 
11:00 AM  Worship Service * 
   Hispanic Worship Service 
5:00 PM  Middle School Youth Group 
6:30 PM  High School Youth Group 
 
Tuesday, January 25 
6:00 & 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Studies 
6:00 PM  Middle School Bible Study 
6:30 PM  Women’s Bible Study 
7:00 PM  High School Bible Study 
 
Thursday, January 27 
11:30 AM  VIP Bag Lunch & Bingo Bash 
3:30 PM  Knitting His Love 
 
Friday, January 28 
6:30 PM  Ladies’ Fellowship & Game Night 
 
Saturday, January 29 
7:00 AM  Faith and Fitness 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at Sycamore 

Financial Information 

January offering goal:  $66,000                      January offering (through 1/16/22):  $14,923   (23%) 

    

   Year to Date 4/1/21—12/31/21 

Budget:         Actual: 

YTD offering goal:  $848,540                YTD offering:  $843,068 (under $5,472) 

YTD expenses: $827,538          YTD expenses:  $834,757 (over $7,219) 
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Sunday School 
To deepen our understanding of Scripture                        

and our love for God through thoughtful                           

and engaging studies of God’s word. 

Nursery room C/D 

Nursery room A/B 

Room 15 

Room 13 

Room 12 

Playground/Rm. 27 

Room 2 

*as of Sept 2021 

0-2 yrs 

2 yrs–presch 

K-Grade 1 

Grades 2-3 

Grade 4-5 

Kid’s Worship 

Middle School 

High School  

CHILDREN - 9:45 AM on Sunday. 

Kid's Sunday School teaches that it is the gospel,  

not good behavior, that changes everything.   

ADULT - 10:00 AM on Sunday 

Meet’s in the sanctuary. 

 
YOUTH  9:50 AM on Sunday.   

Middle School students (grades 6-8) and 

High School students (grades 9-12) meet to 

study God’s word and be encouraged to 

grow in their faith. 
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KID’S MINISTRY 
We encourage our children to glorify God, to know 

Him personally and learn how to live as His 

beloved sons and daughters. We welcome all 

children, and encourage and support     parents as 

they love and raise them.  

 

• Nursery: For ages 6 weeks through 3 years old 

during Adult Sunday School and the 11:00 am 

service. 

• Kid’s Sermon Notes are available at the 

welcome table.  

• Kid’s Worship for children ages 4 years 

through 2nd grade, during the sermon for the 

11:00 am service. They will be escorted back 

after the sermon. 

• Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, from 9:45 

to 10:30 am.  Available for children age 2 to 

grade 5 for a weekly Bible study that helps kids 

dive deep into the big story of the Bible. 
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Youth Ministry desires to see High School (HS) 

and Middle School (MS) students grow in their 

personal relationship with God by walking with 

them toward spiritual maturity in a gospel-centered 

community. Both MS (grades 6-8) and HS (grades 9

-12) students meet at different times for Youth 

Group and Small Group Bible study. 

 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
The Men’s and Women’s Ministries seek to help us 

grow in our relationship with Jesus and each other, 

to find ways to fulfill Jesus’ purpose in our lives, to 

reach beyond ourselves to minister to others, and 

to develop a vision for sharing Jesus. Join us for 

bible studies and the Annual Retreats.   

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY-VIPS 
If you are like us, there are a few things you want in 

life: to celebrate blessings, to share your 

experiences and insights, to do     

something worthwhile with your time and 

experience, and for others to know the joy of the 

gospel.  Does this represent you?  The VIPs at 

Sycamore offer you a host of  

opportunities to share, learn, and grow in God’s 

grace. 

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 
Small Groups are the primary way we are  

intentional about life together. Groups meet 

regularly to share in life’s joys and sorrows through 

fellowship and prayer. 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION 
Every two months the staff will share their book 

pick for you to read for the growth of our 

congregation. The current book pick is: The 

Gospel Comes with a House Key by Rosaria 

Butterfield 

Growing Together 
"...in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 

each member belongs to all the others."  

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 

Praying Together 
 

For the needs of our mission partners, congregation, denomination and community: 

MISSIONS:  Phil & Nora Gelston, Christ Church of Wiesbaden 

CONGREGATION:  Sycamore Women’s Ministry 

DENOMINATION:  Ridge Haven Camp 

COMMUNITY:  Gideons International 
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If you'd like to speak to someone about 
what it means to know Jesus or you 
have a spiritual need or question, please 
speak to one of our elders. 
 

If you are interested in speaking with a 
trained counselor, we support 
Wellspring Christian Counseling. 
wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504. 

 
If you, or someone you know, needs 
financial help with basic needs, such as 
food, clothing, housing, and utilities— or 
special needs like school supplies or medical 
expenses, we have special funds available 
for such needs. Please reach out to us 
through our website or let the office know. 

https://sycamorepres.com/benevolence/ 

Care 
ARE YOU NEW HERE? 
We are glad you are here! 

We want to get to know you 

better. 

sycamorepres.com/new 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Join us in being intentional about life  

together. Community groups meet 

regularly for prayer worship, fellowship, & 

study. 

sycamorepres.com/community-groups 

 

 
 

After the Service 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 

510 Coalfield Road | Midlothian VA 23114 | sycamorepres.com | 804-794-0238 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture texts 
are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551. 

 

WE ARE ON SPOTIFY 
Listen to Sermons 

Worship Playlists 

Just search for “Sycamore Presbyterian” 

DID YOU KNOW? 
It takes over 40 volunteers 

every Sunday to have  

Worship, Kid's Worship, 

Sunday School, and Nursery. 

Please prayerfully consider  

volunteering today! 

sycamorepres.com/volunteer 


