
Commited to Christ and His Word.

A robust church, joyfully united to Jesus, our community, and each other.

Becoming like Jesus in our
worship & fellowship.

Philippians
#JoyUnleashed



Service for the Worship of God January 29, 2023

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

The envious are those annoyed only at their friends’ successes. -Xenophon, 
5th BC Greek Historian

Pride is essentially competitive... Pride gets no pleasure out of having 
something, only out of having more of it than the next man.  -C.S. Lewis, 
Mere Christianity

...if God brings us into the trial he will be with us in the trial, and at length 
bring us out, more refined. We shall lose nothing but dross.” -Richard 
Sibbes, The Bruised Reed

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ 
and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the 
whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  
-Book of Common Prayer

We focus our 
hearts and minds 

as we prepare 
to be served by 
the life giving 
Creator God.

At Sycamore, our worship is founded in Scripture as we seek to sing the Bible, read 
the Bible, pray the Bible, and preach the Bible. Our worship liturgy is designed to tell 
the Gospel story week after week: The Triune God created all; his creation (humans) 
turned away, and Jesus rescued us. The word “liturgy” boils down to “the things we do 
in worship,” and every week, the elements of worship weave together songs, prayers, and 
Scripture to teach the Gospel again.

Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound booth.2



CALL TO WORSHIP
(PSALM 96:1-3)

(Leader) Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!

(Congregation) Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,

(All) his marvelous works among all the peoples!

SONG OF PRAISE                       PAGE 4
The Old Testament Israelites sang throughout their worship of God. The 
earliest Christians continued this practice in the first century, and we join 
our modern voices to this ancient practice in our worship of God.

INVOCATION

SONG OF PRAISE              PAGE 5

God Himself 
through the 

Bible, calls us 
into his presence 
to connect with 
Him in worship.

3

We respond to 
God’s gracious 
invitation by 

asking Him to 
empower and 

receive our 
worship.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
#100, Trinity Hymnal

We sing to declare that our God is 
the Almighty Creator, Redeemer, and 

Sustainer of all things. 
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YET NOT I, BUT THROUGH CHRIST IN ME
By CityAlight, verses 1, 3 & 4

Those who believe are given a new identity: 
a brother or sister of Jesus Christ; a child of 

the Living God. “It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me,” (Galatians 2:20).
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SCRIPTURE READING                            PSALM 96:4-13
PAGE 467

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all 
gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made 
the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are 
in his sanctuary.

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory 
and strength! Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an 
offering, and come into his courts! Worship the Lord in the splendor of 
holiness; tremble before him, all the earth!

Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! Yes, the world is established; it 
shall never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.”

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all 
that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees 
of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples 
in his faithfulness.

The Word of the Lord.

(All) Thanks be to God.

The ancient
Israelites rejoiced
to hear the story 
of God, and the 
first Christians 
treasured the 
communal 
reading of 

Scripture. Rooted 
in this tradition, 
we publicly read 
a section of the 

Bible during 
worship.
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OFFERING
We worship God by gladly giving back a portion of what he has provided for 
us. These resources further his mission in our community.

SANCTUARY CHOIR         Crown Him With Many Crowns 
Throughout the Old Testament, we see choirs singing on holy days, (1 Chronicles 15), directing 
God’s people in worship (Ezra 3), and even leading armies into battle (2 Chronicles 20:21). Our 
modern choirs continue these traditions by teaching and admonishing all of us through song 
(Colossians 3:16).

                
CORPORATE CONFESSION
Father, we come to You in need of the forgiveness and cleansing that 
only comes through the precious blood of Your Son, Jesus. From 
eternity You prepared a way for our redemption through Him. How we 
marvel that He was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our 
iniquity: we confess our sin to You now.

Please silently confess your sin before the Lord.

As we have genuinely confessed our sins before you, forgive us, we pray. 
Renew us in faith and love so that we will gladly embrace Jesus’ rule of 
our lives both now and forever. In His name, we pray, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
(FROM 1 PETER 1)

You were ransomed not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but 
with the precious blood of Christ ... so that your faith and hope are in God.

COMMUNITY GREETING           
Since the forgiveness extended in the gospel brings us peace with God and 
eachother, we rejoice together to be the rescued family of God.

We celebrate
what God has

done, giving Him
all the credit

for it.

In God’s
presence, we see
ourselves as we

are, and so at His
invitation, we

confess our sin,
trusting in His

promised grace.

God declares in
the gospel that
all who repent
and believe in

Jesus Christ are
completely

forgiven from the
guilt and shame
of all their sins.
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POWER IN THE BLOOD
Lewis E. Jones (1899)

Because of what Jesus did, we are a 
forgiven people, made right with God. 

And, knowing this, we celebrate!
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SHEPHERDING PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER                   
“Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.”
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
                     
SERMON TEXT             PAGE 10
PHILIPPIANS 1:12-18A

SERMON SERIES         JOY UNLEASHED: PHILIPPIANS

SERMON
DO AS I PRAY (AND AS I DO)         SEAN SAWYERS
Since Christians rejoice when Jesus wins, we don’t mind losing.

SERMON OUTLINE

The Gospel advances because:
 Jesus brings Boldness (vv12-14)
 Jesus uses Conflict (vv13-18a)

During the
11:00 AM 
sermon,

children ages 4
years through
2nd grade are
invited to Kid’s

Worship.

God has 
ordained

the preaching of
the Bible to be

the chief means
of proclaiming

the good news of
Jesus Christ.

One of our 
leaders cries 

out to God on 
our behalf for 

grace and mercy, 
especially for the 
hurting, needy, 

and broken.



10

SERMON TEXT     Philippians 1:12-18a 
PAGE 921

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout 
the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for 
Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord 
by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good 
will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the 
defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambi-
tion, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What 
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.

SYCAMORE KIDS’ VERSION   Philippians 1:12-18a 

[12] I want y’all to understand that my arrest has been really good for the 
gospel! [13] All the special soldiers guarding me, and all my visitors, know 
that I’m in jail for Jesus. [14] Because I’m wearing Jesus’ handcuffs, most of 
the Christians in Rome are now fearlessly speaking God’s word!

[15] Some of them don’t like me, and they preach Jesus to make me look 
bad. The rest preach for the right reason, [16] knowing I’m in jail for Jesus. 
[17] Those others preach Jesus like I’m on a different team. They want 
to bug me while I’m in jail! [18a] I say, “So What?!” As long as Jesus is 
preached, I’m joyful!
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SERMON NOTES:



12

BATTLE BELONGS
By Brian Johnson & Phil Wickham

The battle against sin and death is not 
ours to fight. Jesus Christ has already 

won the battle for us (1 Samuel 17:47).

(1.) When all I see is the battle,
You see my victory.
When all I see is a mountain,
You see a mountain moved.
And as I walk through the shadow,
Your love surrounds me.
There’s nothing to fear now,
For I am safe with You.

(Chorus)
So when I fight, I’ll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high.
O God, the battle belongs to You!
And every fear, I lay at Your feet.
I’ll sing through the night,
O God, the battle belongs to You!

(2.) And if You are for me,
Who can be against me?
For Jesus, there’s nothing
Impossible for You.
When all I see are the ashes,
You see the beauty.
When all I see is a cross,
God, You see the empty tomb.

(Bridge)
Almighty Fortress,
You go before us.
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God.
You shine in the shadows.
You win every battle.
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God.



13

This Week at Sycamore

          
Sunday, January 29
8:30 AM  Worship Service
9:45 AM  Kid’s Sunday School
10:00 AM  Adult/ Youth Sunday School *
11:00 AM  Worship Service *
  Hispanic Worship Service
5:00 PM Middle School Youth Group
6:30 PM High School Youth Group

Monday, January 30
10:00 AM Knitting His Love
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study

Tuesday, January 31
6 & 7:00 AM  Men’s Bible Studies
9:30 AM  ESL

Wednesday, February 1
10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir
8:15 PM Men’s Choir

         
                   * Nursery Available

Thursday, February 2
7:00 AM Young Adult Men’s Bible   
  Study
3:30 PM KHL: Beginner Crochet Class
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study
7:00 PM Women’s Bible Studies

Friday, February 3
10:30 AM Women’s First Friday Prayer   
  Meeting

Saturday, February 4
7:00 AM  Faith & Fitness

Most of the church staff will be out of town this week at a 
continuing education retreat. Please pray for safe travels 

as well as for rest and renewal.
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ADULT - 10:00 AM

• Faith and Fellowship: Taught by Brian 
Kaman (Parlor)

• Dust to Glory: Facilitated by Tim Arnette 
and Gene Whitehead (Room 25)

YOUTH - 10:00 AM

Middle School students (grades 6-8) and
High School students (grades 9-12) meet to
study God’s word and be encouraged to
grow in their faith.

CHILDREN - 9:45 AM

Kid’s Sunday School teaches that it is the 
gospel, not good behavior, that changes 
everything.

Drop Off Rooms

Sunday School 
To deepen our understanding of Scripture
and our love for God through thoughtful

and engaging studies of God’s word.

6 weeks - 23 mo.
2-3 years
Pre-K
Kindergarten & 1st
2nd & 3rd
4th & 5th
Kids’ Worship
Middle & High School

Nursery room C
Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Room 13
Room 12
Room 10
Room 27
Room 2
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Praying Together

For the needs of our mission partners, congregation, denomination and community:

MISSIONS: Adam Jones, The Jesus Film Project with Campus Crusade
CONGREGATION: Becky Boone, Kid’s Ministry
DENOMINATION: African American Church Planting Ministry, Mission to North America
COMMUNITY: Gideons

Summary of Finances
January offering goal: $74,400               January offering (through 1/22/23): $64,075  (87%)
 

Year to Date 4/1/22—12/31/22
Budget:                         Actual:
YTD offering goal: $921,000             YTD offering: $ 971,890 (over $50,890)
YTD expenses: $904,039           YTD expenses: $915,628 (over $11,589)

Spiritual Care - If you’d like to speak to someone about what it means to know Jesus or 
you have a spiritual need or question, please speak to one of our elders.

Counseling - If you are interested in speaking with a trained counselor, we support 
Wellspring Christian Counseling (wellspringrva.com or 804-306-0504).

Financial Care - If you, or someone you know, needs financial help with basic needs, 
such as food, clothing, housing, and utilities— or special needs like school supplies or 
medical expenses, we have special funds available for such needs. Please reach out to us 
through our website or call the office. For more information, visit: https://sycamorepres.
com/benevolence/

Care
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Through the Church Center app, you can 
now access an online directory that will be 
replacing our print directory. With an online 
directory, you can update your picture and 
information at any time, allowing others 
to have up to date contact and address 
information.

To access the online directory, you must 
be a member of the church. Please reach 
out to one of our office staff so you can be 
invited to be added to Sycamore’s directory. 
Your information is never shared unless you 
make it public. Only other members will be 
able to see your information.

Need help? No problem! One of our staff 
members would be happy to help get it set 
up for you.

DID YOU KNOW?

It takes over 40 volunteers every Sunday 
to have Worship, Kid’s Worship, Sunday 
School, and Nursery.

Please prayerfully consider volunteering at 
Sycamore.

sycamorepres.com/volunteer 

ARE YOU NEW HERE?

DOWNLOAD CHURCH CENTER

Stay connected by downloading Church 
Center. Find it in the app store. Set 
‘Sycamore Presbyterian Church’ as your 
home church and use it to:

• Pre-check your kids
• Register for events
• Find a community group
• Give instantly
• Update contact info
• ... and more!

PREPARE YOUR HEART

Upcoming Songs (Updated Weekly)
Preview Worship Bulletin (Updated Fridays)

Sycamore Presbyterian Church
510 Coalfield Road | Midlothian VA 23114 | sycamorepres.com | 804-794-0238

Sycamore Presbyterian Church is a member of Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Scripture
texts are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of

Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. CCLI #338551.
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