DaySpring
January, 2021

Due to Covid and our church being closed, we will hold our Annual
Meeting virtually this year!
Sunday, February 14, 2021

on ZOOM at 11am—directly after the Sunday Service
Annual reports will be mailed out with the February DaySpring
Don't miss it, we will be approving the 2021 budget
To join please click on the link on our homepage
Www.clcht.org

Prayer for Faith and Hope in the New Year
Dear God,
through Jesus Christ
give us your Holy Spirit
that we may rightly be comforted
by your resurrection,
And day by day increase
in such faith
and certainty and hope,
and finally be saved.
Amen.

~ Martin Luther

Church Office Hours
Fall Worship Schedule

Monday-Friday 9:00am-3:00pm

9:45-10:45 Christian Ed

Child Care Center

10:00 Zoom Worship
www.clcht.org

Monday-Friday 7am—5pm

1

Connections for the Journey
by Pastor Phil Spohn

It is a new year. A hopeful new year as we see vaccines being rolled out across the world.
This is truly a monumental feat, touching everyone, everywhere. It is unbelievable what
humanity can do when faced with a crisis.
Did you know that Christianity is facing a crisis? Actually, it may not be Christianity as much
as it is religion or church. Membership in churches has been declining in America for decades. What can we do?
Our Church embarked on a strategic planning process almost 2 years ago. We have conducted many information
gathering session, emails, meetings, and surveys. They were tallied and summarized. So much of that work fell on
the shoulders of Marcia and Alex Grande. We owe them a debt of gratitude. Thank you!!!
A wonderful plan for the future, grounded in our values, has been created. At our congregational meeting in February,
we will review those findings and begin the process of executing our strategic plan. Focus and determination are tools
that will help us succeed. It won’t happen without YOU!
Last month I commented on the 3 core values, Service, Inclusiveness, Faith Journey.
Today, those values are the foundations of our goals over the next 3-5 years.
Strategic Plan Goals/Initiatives:
Faith Journey. Can we be encour ager s and par tner s in your faith jour ney? We will pr ovide oppor tunities
for growth, learning, education, worship, and social interaction. As some say, Cradle to Grave ministries, to
help anyone at any point in their journey.
Service. We want to be a chur ch that pr ovides consistent outr each to our member s, fr iends, and
community. Serving others is the hallmark of Jesus and his followers. We will unleash the energies and ideas
within our church to create outreach opportunities locally and globally.
Communication. In the infor mation age, communication is essential. Do people know who we ar e, what we
stand for, all that we do? Can we effectively harness social media to spread the word. We will create a team
to navigate our creative communications so we can get the word out, consistently.
The Children’s Learning Center. We will continue to gr ow our Lear ning Center ministr y and pr ovide high
quality education to all the children enrolled. We will continue to foster relationships and interaction between
Christ Lutheran and the families enrolled in the center.
I hope you are able to join us virtually for our annual meeting, Sunday, February 14, after our 10 am, Zoom Worship.
There is nothing better than sensing a calling and direction from God as we move into a new year. I sense our purpose
is clear, we have the resources, we will need YOU to help us fulfill our mission!
Let’s get the word out!
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Dear Christ Lutheran family,
As we look forward to 2021 and anxiously await the return of normalcy, I wanted to take a moment to thank all of our
church volunteers.
During my first year as your Council President, I have become even more aware of all the hard work our volunteers
put into the church, particularly over the last 9 months. During the pandemic, we have not only learned to work
“differently”, but we also had to learn to be a church “differently”. Whether we are zooming for worship or masking
up to collect food donations or to make soup, none of this would be possible without our many incredible volunteers.

The average church engages about 43 percent of their members in some volunteer role. I can’t tell you the exact
number of people at Christ Lutheran Church that are putting in the hours, but when I look around, I can’t find a single
ministry of the church that isn’t supported or entirely run by volunteers. If you are not currently participating in one of
our many ministries, but want to get involved, please feel free to reach out to me or Pastor Phil. Our groups and
ministries can always benefit from those willing to give of their time & talent. Personally, I know that I have found
my involvement in the Christ Lutheran community to be far more rewarding for me than I could have ever imagined.
It is one of the very best decisions I have made in my life.
If you are a volunteer in any capacity at Christ Lutheran, I want to personally THANK YOU! From the musicians to
those helping during worship to all the members of all of our many ministries. Thank you for participating as a
member of Care Giving, Connections with Each Other, Connections with our Community, Faith Formation, Finance,
Worship & Music, Property, Service & Outreach, Stewardship, the Trustees, the Quilters, Endowment, Giggles, Soup
Ministry, Gardeners, Pacesetters, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Sunday Morning Youth Education, Alter Guild, Acolytes,
Audio Visual Assistants, Greeters, Readers, Ushers, Worship Assistants, and many, many other groups that have
continued to meet regularly, even during the last year. Thank you for your time & talent and for sharing your gifts
with those in our church and our community.
Christ Lutheran Church continues to help improve lives. What you do, what our church does, is meaningful, important
and necessary! Please know that you are appreciated and thank you for making a difference!
Sincerely,
Chris Myers
Council President

Meditation Wednesday
January 6th @ 7pm on Zoom
A service of contemplation, introspection, and listening. Looking for a break from our fast-paced world? Quiet time
to reflect on a reading from scripture or literature and listen to what others hear from those readings. This service is
designed as a service on silence, light, contemplation, and reflection. It’s not your typical Lutheran Worship service.
First Wednesdays of the month, 7-7:45pm. Click on the link on our website www.clcht.or g
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Pastor Phil will be hosing a new book study, See through the Scriptures. Starting January
11th—March 1st. This will be held on zoom for 8 weeks on Monday nights from 7—8PM.
Please contact the church office if you are interested in joining this class. You must be
registered so a book could be ordered for you.

Food Bank drive-by donation

Christ Lutheran will hold its monthly drive-by food donation for the HAM Food
Bank on Saturday, January 9th from 10 a.m. to noon in front of the church.
There will be a rain/snow make up date on January 16th from 10-12 if the
original date is cancelled due to inclement weather . All dry goods and paper
products will be accepted. Anyone who would like to help us receive and sort the
donations on that day should show up by 9:45 a.m. (with a mask).
The food bank is in need of canned vegetables and paper products.

Starting December 27th Adult Education will be reading: Embracing an Adult Faith

Please join us on Sunday Mornings at 9am on ZOOM.
We will be discussing God, Jesus, Salvation and the Practice of Christianity
Visit our homepage and click on the link to join this class “Adult Education—Sunday’s 9am”

THIRSTY THURSDAY &
THEOLOGY
January 21st 7-8pm
On ZOOM
Visit our homepage, www.clcht.org and click on the link
to join this discussion

“Climate Change”
Join Pastor Phil, along with our guest speaker,
Professor Dork Sahagian, Lehigh University school of Environmental Science
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As all of you know our Ingathering was cancelled this year due to the Pandemic. Every church is given an
organization to gather for and ours is New Bethany. While speaking to a staff member I asked him was there
anything in particular that might be in need to the people who come to them for support and help. Due to the
Pandemic they really are hurting for storage space but they were need of men and ladies deodorants. I would like
to note with the help of Joyce Staats and Connie Rice I was able to deliver over 80 deodorants to them, Thank
you ladies!!! This was a big help to New Bethany and they were very grateful. I will keep all of you informed
when and where the 2021 Ingathering will be held. Happy New Year and God Bless, Leeanne

Generous Giving – Thank you for your support
Electronic Giving

Consider how much we have learned about technology and please begin contributing electronically.
It is safe, saves time for our staff and volunteers
It provides church with consistent flow of funds, which especially important when we cannot gather in person
It conserves paper – no need to fill out a weekly check or worry about envelopes
It provides an easy way for you to plan and execute your giving plan
On-line Giving
Visit the church website at http://clcht.org/
Scroll down to the “Donate Here”
Click on this box which takes you to the site where you can set up your profile and provide giving details
Text giving
Send a text message to the Church’s dedicated line at 844-612-6665 with the amount you would like to
contribute. Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register
Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via
email. In the future, you can send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process
automatically
OR mail your contributions to Church:
Christ Lutheran Church
69 Main Street
Hellertown, PA 18055

Monthly Financial Update YTD
As of November 2020
Church

Learning Center

Income:

$496,727

$502,892

Expenses:

$480,586

$505,335

$ 16,141

($ 2,443)

Net

Mortgage balance : $93,282
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On Saturday, December 5th church members volunteered to help collect food for New Jerusalem Food Bank as well
as collect Christmas gifts for the children of New Jerusalem Food Bank. Thank you to Corky Blake for organizing
the food bank drop off and Lois Apple for making sure the children had a gift to open on Christmas.
Thank you to all the volunteers as well as everyone who contributed food and/or a gift.
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Faith Community Nurse Winter Service Project: Breakfast, Dinner & Kid Friendly Meal Gift Bags
Looking for a holiday service project to participate in? Consider having some family quality time by
creating Family Meal Kit gift bags for distribution by FCN through the Blessing Box, to Families &
Seniors in financial or medical need, or gifted to support local Community programs supporting the fight against
hunger. The pictures below are example family meal bags, but other ideas also welcome! Grab a gift bag, fill it with
your family meal creation & recipe if needed, and pass it forward either to the Church or to someone in need of some
Holiday Cheer. Gift bag donations can be dropped off during the January drive-up food bank drive. Please
label those items in separate bags as “Winter Service Project”. Direct any questions about participating or with
referrals of families in need to Enid Rank, nurse@christlutheranhellertown.org or cell # 610-349-2970
Family Dinner Meal Kits
Pasta Dinner Kit:
Jar of pasta sauce (any flavor
Pasta noodles
Beverage
Brownie Mix

Chicken Noodle Casserole Kit:
Cream of Chicken Soup
Low fat Condensed Milk
Can of Chicken
Pasta Noodles
Muffin mix or Applesauce
Tuna Noodle Casserole Kit:
Cream of Mushroom Soup
Low fat Condensed Milk
Can of Tuan
Cake Mix
Canned Icing

Family Breakfast Meal Kits

Pancake Breakfast Kit:
Pancake mix
Syrup
Can of Fruit
Hot Cocoa Mix

Oatmeal or Cream of Wheat Kit
Instant Oats or Cream of Wheat box
Pre-cooked Bacon
Muffin Mix
Juice Bottle

Kid Friendly Meal Kits

Soup Dinner Kit:
Can of Tomato Soup
Box of Cheddar Crackers
Fruit Cups
Granola Bar

PB & J Kit:
Jar of Peanut Butter
Jar of Jelly
Marshmallow fluff
Loaf of Bread
Juice
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Faith Community Nurse
GIGGLES weekly Study of Psalms
Join us Wednesday mornings 10:00 am- 12:00 noon via Church Zoom.
All are Welcome!
The Max Lucado Life Lessons series offers intriguing questions, inspirational stories, and
poignant reflections to take readers deeper into God's Word. In Life Lessons from Psalms, you'll
study the prayers and poetry used in the early church. Written by a variety of people, some are
heartfelt cries of anguish, others plead for God's help, and still others are full of praise. Let them
become your prayers as well. 12 Lessons.

Volunteer Spotlight:
Terry Boreman sponsored a Thrivent Action Team to replenish our yarn for the Prayer Shawl
Ministry. Excellent work!
Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting prayer shawls or baby blankets during the Winter,
please notify Enid Rank 610-349-2970 or nurse@christlutheranhellertown.org
Happy to share some yarn!!!

Dear Enid & Christ Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for bringing us soup and many easy meals to
make!! This was such a wonderful surprise! What a blessing!!!
As we were all recovering from COVID and unable to go to the
store, this was so incredibly helpful! Everything was easy and delicious.
What an amazing way to be God’s hands in the community!! We would
like to pay it forward! Please accept this gift to help others~

Monday, January 28th is the
next Soup Ministry meal
delivery.

Thank you again and may God bless you!
Sincerely,
Andrea, Matt, Kathie & Kristen Milliren
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Pastor Phil’s quotes for the year 2020

In January I like to post the quotes that spoke to me this past year. Quotes from things said to me, as well as
quotes from books and magazines.
2020
“Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth and compassion against injustice and lying and greed. If
people all over the world...would do this, it would change the earth.”
William Faulkner
Dr. Viktor Frankl, author of the book "Man's Search for Meaning," was imprisoned by the Nazis in WWII because he
was a Jew. His wife, his children, and his parents were all killed in the holocaust.
The Gestapo made him strip. He stood there totally naked. As they cut away his wedding band, Viktor said to himself,
"You can take my wife, you can take away my children, you can strip me of my clothes and my freedom, but there is
one thing no person can ever take away from me -- and that is my freedom to choose how I will react to what happens
to me!" Even under the most difficult of circumstances, happiness is a choice which transforms our tragedies into
triumph
Men fear thoughts as they fear nothing else on earth, more than ruin, more than death.
Bertrand Russell
Not to speak, is to speak. Not to act, is to act.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Not knowing the context of the New Testament does not mean there is no context. Pg 189, “Mind the Gap”
Matthias Henze
I respect faith, but doubt is what gets you an education.

Wilson Mizner

To trust in the power of God’s grace through darkness, isolation, bitterness, and rejection is to be on the way to
becoming prayer because it is the way to freedom in God. For prayer, that deep relationship of God breathing in us,
requires change and conversion. And where there is change, there is the letting go of the old and the giving birth to the
new. To pray is to be open to the new, to the future in God. The way to life passes through change and ultimately the
change from death to life. Prayer is the way to life because in prayer we are invited to change and to grow in love.
Franciscan Sister Ilia Delio
“The task of religion is not to turn us into proper believers; it is to deepen the personal within us, to embrace the
power of life, to expand our consciousness, in order that we might see things that eyes do not normally see.” ~
John Shelby Spong~
You worship a homeless man on Sunday and then ignore the homeless here on Monday, we will pray for you.
“Just for Jesus” sign on homeless shelter. Brockway, PA
"Heavenly Father, make us masters of ourselves so that we may become the servants of others. Take our minds and
think through them; our lips and speak through them; our hearts and set them on Fire! Amen."
Theodore Parker Ferris
Comfort, Joy and Peace in believing the too good to be true Mystery.

Ramona

"Conservatism is the blind and fear-filled worship of dead radicals."

Mark Twain

“Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do the right thing, the dawn will come.
You wait and watch and work: you don’t give up.”
Ann Lamott
To pay attention, this is our endless and proper work.

Mary Oliver
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Where everyday life and the sacred are no longer two, there is Zen.
Not to know certain things is a great part of wisdom

Fredrick Franck

Hugo Grotius

Of all the systems of religion that ever were invented, there is no more derogatory to the Almighty, more unedifying
to man, more repugnant to reason, and more contradictory to itself than this thing called Christianity.
Thomas Paine
What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in comparison to what lies inside of you.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Be willing to be a beginner every single morning.

Meister Eckhart

"If Christ were here there is one thing he would not be—a Christian."

Mark Twain

You’re perfectly special, just like everybody else!”

Nothing enters the life of mortals without a curse.
Chance favors the prepared mind.

Sophocles
Louis Pasteur

In Judaism, the estrangement caused by the innate human appetite for evil does not require an act of messianic redemption to be healed. Rather the practice and study of Torah renew intimacy with the God of Israel and lead to eternal life.
“The Holy one, blessed be He, created the Evil Inclinations; He created Torah as its antidote”..pg 28,
The Jewish study bible, Oxford, commentary on Genesis 3:22
You can’t understand the most important things from a distance, you have to get close.
Bryan Stevenson

Pastor Phil and Friends of Christ Lutheran Church:
Thank you for your generous support of Bear Creek Camp on Giving Tuesday. I’m excited that we are
strengthening the investment started with the cabin campaign to provide more opportunities for families and
guests throughout the year. Your support of the mission and ministry of BCC is greatly appreciated.
Merry Christmas!
Collin Groom, Executive Director
Bear Creek Camp

SUMMER 2021: THEME ANNOUNCEMENT
We are excited to announce our summer theme for 2021 is Continuing
Promise as a r eminder that no matter what shifts and changes in
our life, God is good. From promises made in biblical times to God's
work in each of our lives today, God continues to be faithful in love. We
look forward to digging into this idea with you throughout the next year.
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Zavacky Janet
Fleming Keira A.
Richard Sandra R.
Lentz Willow
Zelko Ronald
Beers Jonah R.
Joseph Karen
Szabo Marion S.
Gough Lori E.
Lamper Morgan
Nagy Christopher R.
Nork Lynne
Benza Jonathan T.
Mayer (Mandy)
Wetzel Kristin
Coe Charles
Rohach Victoria L.
Washburn Tyler
Yochum Frederick
Harte Alexandra R.
Harley Marissa K.
Staruck (Andy)
Ackerman Joshua
Lamper Stephen

1/1
1/1
1/2
1/3
1/4
1/5
1/5
1/6
1/6
1/6
1/7
1/7
1/8
1/11
1/13
1/13
1/13
1/13
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/14
1/15
1/15

Harte Jacob D.
Bodor Jamie
Austin Patricia
Opitz Heather L.
Pasternak Barbara E.
Wentum Melanie Rose
Myers Carter
Patterson Evelyn M.
Wida Kodie M.
Kneller Ryan C.
Staats Bruce W.
Savant Kim
Stern Nancy J.
Dishmon Carol
McGlone Shea
Rupert Lisa B.
Blasco Shawn
Young Danielle
Wida Alexis E.
Banks-Beers Bonnie S.
Atherholt Judith
Savant Jeff
Schultz Danica L.

Matthew and Allison Sterner
Robert and Claudia Rogers
Gerhard and Karen Milla
Michael and Patty Jo Ivenz

1/16
1/17
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/28
1/29
1/29
1/29
1/31
1/31
1/31

1/1/2005
1/8/2000
1/29/1990
1/31/1982

DAYSPRING NEWSLETTERS DEADLINE for submitting

articles/ information is the 15th of the previous month.

If you would like to submit an article, just email information to

churchoffice@christlutheranhellertown.org
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1

2
9:30 Yoga
10-12 Drive
Thru Food
Donation

3
9am Adult Education
10am Service—
ZOOM

4

5
12pm Men’s StudyZoom

6
10am Giggles—Zoom
7pm—Meditation
Wednesday—
ZOOM

7
12:15pm Bible Study—
Zoom

8

9
9:30 Yoga

10
9am Adult Education
10am Service—
ZOOM

11
7pm See through
the Scriptures—
ZOOM

12
12pm Men’s StudyZoom
7pm Executive

13
10am Giggles—Zoom

14
12:15pm Bible Study—
Zoom

15

16
9:30 Yoga

17
9am Adult Education
10am Service—
ZOOM

18
7pm See through
the Scriptures—
ZOOM

19
12pm Men’s StudyZoom
7pm Council

20
10am Giggles—Zoom
DEADLINE—
ANNUAL
REPORTS DUE TO
THE CHURCH
OFFICE

21
12:15pm Bible Study—
ZOOM
7pm Thirsty
Thursday—ZOOM

22

23
9:30 Yoga

24
9am Adult Education
10am Service—
ZOOM

25
7pm See through
the Scriptures—
ZOOM

26
12pm Men’s StudyZoom

27
10am Giggles—Zoom

28
12:15pm Bible Study—
Zoom

29

30

31
9am Adult Education
10am Service—Zoom

Jan.

3

10

17

24

31

Time

10am—ZOOM

10am—ZOOM

10am—ZOOM

10am—ZOOM

10am—ZOOM

Worship
Assistant

Anne Baum

Reader

Kathie Jones

Ryan Salmon

Angela Drake

Sage Spohn

Louise Wagner

Greeter
Why should you sign up for electronic giving?
• You can set up a regularly recurring contribution schedule which will provide a much-needed consistent flow of
funds to church throughout the year.
• You can be sure that when travel, illness or other circumstances which prevent you from attending services, our
church will continue to receive your contributions
• You will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes and save all that paper!
• You can be assured it is safe, easy and FREE to you!!!
To sign up – just visit www.christlutheranhellertown.org and select “Donate” to enroll today-13
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Christ Lutheran Church
69 Main Street

Hellertown, PA 18055
610-838-0400

COUNCIL

TEAM LEADERS

President: Chris Myers
cdmdad4@aol.com

Patty Jo Ivenz
Michaelivenz@gmail.com

Vice Pres: Glenn Clouser
gclouser@jingoli.com

Mr. Gary Milla
gerhard555@icloud.com

Secretary: Nancy DeVogel
ndevogel@gmail.com

Ferd Piccuirro
ferdsongs@ptd.net

Treasurer: Mark Wilten
mark@wilten.com

Carolyn Raudenbush
raudenc@yahoo.com

Rachel Anthony
Rachelanthony141yahoo.com

Lee Wagner
lawagner250@gmail.com

Sharon Coe
Slc6@lehigh.edu

Dave Willard
stixny@aol.com

Dale Hazel
Lazydale44@yahoo.com

Carlee Gross, Youth Rep

STAFF
PASTOR: Phil Spohn
pspohn@clcht.org
OFFICE MANAGER: Joleen Miller
churchoffice@clcht.org
LEARNING CENTER DIR: Erica Knowles
eknowles@clcht.org
Financial Administrator: Mike O’Toole
Motoole@clcht.org

Care Giving
Enid Rank
Outreach
Corky Blake
FAITH FORMATION
April Rose
Amy Kares
FINANCE
Christine Uttard
PROPERTY
Jeff Kluska
WORSHIP MUSIC

enid1@ptd.net
corkyb1313@aol.com
aprilrose19@ptd.net
amf102@yahoo.com
cluttard@gmail.com
jkluska@neca.org

CONNECTIONS With Each Other (CWEO)
Louise Wagner
Louiseaw48@gmail.com
CONNECTIONS With Our Community (CWOC)
Dave Willard
stixny@aol.com
Stewardship
Brenda Tarulli
11btarulli@gmail.com

Church Office Hours

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Stephen Wysocki
stephenwysocki@christlutheranhellertown.org

Monday-Friday 9:00am-3:00pm
Child Care Center

ASSIST MIN. OF MUSIC: Bonnie Banks-Beers
bbanksbeers@clcht.org

Monday-Friday 7am-5pm

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: Enid Rank
nurse@christlutheranhellertown.org
ASSIST LEARNING CENTER DIR: Tracy Ruppel
truppel@clcht.org
SEXTON: Pepe Garcia
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