
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    HELLERTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 

December 5, 2021       10:00am 
 

~ The Reverend Philip C. Spohn ~ 

 

Order of Worship 
“2nd Sunday of Advent” 

 

Prelude: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” from Cantata No. 147” Bonnie Banks-Beers                                         

   J.S. Bach (1685-1750) arr. J. Schop/H. Bauer 

 

Welcome:  No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, 

     you are welcome here! 

Announcements 

 

 

Chime 

 Silence 

  Prayer 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Fling Wide the Door”   ELW #259 

 

Time for All Ages:        Jaime VanNostrand 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent Celebration: Peace     Deborah Martin 

 

 In the busyness of this Advent Season, peace can elude us. God help us that there is peace in each day. 

 

 When we pause on Sundays to reflect in worship, 

 peace can be a part of our lives. 

 

When we pause during the craziness of Christmas shopping to look around and be grateful for 

like-minded people who want to give gifts to friends and loved ones, 

 peace can be a part of our lives. 

 

 When we stop, take a breath, relax and enjoy Christmas music, 

 peace can be a part of our lives. 

 

 When we smell the scented candles and Christmas cookies, 

 peace can be a part of our lives. 

 

 We will notice with all our senses the Christmas spirit. We realize, 

 there is peace each day. 

 

 Advent Hymn: “Watching Waiting Longing”   Enid Rank, Song Leader 

     Rick Lee James & Ted Ratstatter Gary Milla, Guitar 

 

 Advent Candle Lighting:      Ryan Shankweiler 

 

We are gathered and ready and aware of God’s presence. 
  

 



 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4      Deborah Martin 

 

The Lord announces a covenant with Israel, approximately 400 BC. A messenger like Malachi (his name means 

“my messenger”) shall prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as 

silver and gold are refined. 
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 

come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD 

of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 

righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and 

as in former years. 

 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

 

John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious 

authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 

was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

Help us God, as we seek to interpret what this means for our lives. 

 

Message 

 

Prayers of the Church       Kathie Jones 

 

After each petition: O God, we will live knowing there is peace in each day.  
 

Christ Lutheran Prayer List: Mary Clake, The Buckenmyer Family, Paul Renaldi and Family, George Walsh 

and Family, Joyce Daschke, Peg, Steven Horvath, Joyce Sprenger, Lois Prosser, Terry, Tom Jamieson, Herb, 

Dick and Pauline Peterson, Hobie Sims, Charleen Burik, Mary Ann & Ester, Linda, Mel, Joe, Kyle, Ruth 

Schies, Allan, and for those we name silently in our hearts. 

 

Hospitalized this week: Baby Orlando 

 

Finally, and together: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and 

those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Reception of Tithes & Offerings 

 

Anthem: “Weihnacht, wie bist so schön!”   Barry Stauffer, Baritone 

  Austrian Carol     Jaime VanNostrand, Zimbelstern 

 

Communion         The Awakening Church Service 

 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and 

said, "Take; this is my body."  

 

Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. said to 

them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for all.” 

 

We gather at this table and how on the night when Jesus was handed over, gathered with his disciples in the 

upper room and together they shared in an ordinary meal that had extraordinary implications. 

 

 At this table, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with one who betrayed him. 

 

 At this table, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with one who denied him. 

 

 At this table, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with those who fled from him in his   

   time of need. 

 

 At this table, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with people from all walks of life.  

 

And so whenever we gather at this table to share the bread and the cup in this community of faith, we proclaim 

Jesus' life, which affirms there is a place at the table for all people, for the love of God transcends every power 

that tries to contain it. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Communion Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   ELW #257  

 

Prayer:  Gracious God, as we received this bread and wine, we receive the presence   

   and life of Christ within us so that the spirit of Christ might work    

   through us. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   ELW #631 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude:  “Brightest and Best of the Stars”   ELW #303 

~ ALL ARE WELCOME ~ 

Come to the banquet where no one is turned away, and there is always enough for everyone. 
 


