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Pastor Phil 

What type of faith community are you looking for? 
 
This happens to be one of my favorite questions I ask to our New Comers when I sit down and talk 
to prospective members. I phrase it a bit differently, “What are you looking for in a church?” 
 
This Summer Sabbatical has allowed me to visit a variety of churches. I am amazed at my 
judgements about a church, from the smell, appearance, and conversations I overhear before 
worship even starts. Judgements. What is the bulletin like, are people friendly, do they recognize me 
as visitor, what is the age of the congregation, any kids around?  So many things go through my 
mind as I sit trying to prepare for worship. 
 
I realize I can overlook lots of things on my first visit to a church, if they have a great Coffee Hour… 
only joking! If they have friendly people who not only say “Hi”, but take the next step, “Are you new 
here?”, “Where are you from?”, “How did you hear about our church”, “Are you able to stay for 
coffee hour?”. 
 
I can sense, and I’m sure you can to, a community that is warm and welcoming. The one I have 
attended a few times is not even Lutheran, but they have a warmth and spirit that is attractive. 
 
Let me be clear, it’s not the pastor who is warm and spiritual, it’s the people. It’s the people who 
take the initiative to welcome, invite, and converse. I’ve yet to talk to the pastor! 
 
So, think about this and your role here at Christ Lutheran. You may not be into committee meetings, 
or baking goodies for coffee hour, but I hope you challenge yourself not only to say “hi” to all your 
friends, but also to seek out someone you don’t know, or someone you have never seen, and take 
the risk to start a conversation. 
 
I can tell you why some churches are dying. The members are not versed in hospitality and 
welcome.  
 
Challenge yourself to get out of your comfort zone.  It just might change someone’s life. And the life 
it might change just might be your own. 
            Know God loves you! 
            Pastor Phil 
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Your Church Council last met on August 19th to discuss an agenda 
including but not limited to: 
 Strategic Planning/Mission Discussion 
 Begin Budget Process-Liaisons request Team Leaders’ Goals 
 Team Leaders and Council Budget Discussion 
 Review Fall Faith Formation Program 
 Liaisons to contact Team Leaders for Volunteer Sunday 
 Update Council and Team Leader Terms List 
 Establish Council Dates for 2026 
 Schedule Leadership Retreat/Workshop (last Sat in Feb) 
 Schedule Annual Congregation Meeting (first Sun in Jan) 
 Membership Roster Update (Connections with Each Other) Nominating 
 Team Reports 
 GWOH Planning 
 Approve Memorial Donation List 
 Distribute Annual Planning Calendar (Aug – July) 
 
 
Your Church Council will meet next on September 16th. 

SEPTEMBER 
VOLUNTEERS 7 14 21 28 

COFFEE HOUR 
FCN 

Grandparents Day 
Congregation Brunch 

GWOH Volunteer Lunch 
Claire K, Carol D, 

Louise W 
Men’s Group 

SOUND TECH Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank 

A/V TECH Ken Doremus Mark Stana Kevin Gough Ken Doremus 

COMMUNION 
Claire Kostbar 

Sheryl Caliguire 
  

Quiet Communion 
Enid Rank 

GREET/USHER Kim & Corky Blake Barb & Bob Pasternak 
Carol Dishmon 

Leeanne Weirback 
Louise & Lee Wagner 

READING(S) Louise Wagner April Rose Dave Kubisek Mary Ann Horvath 

PRAYERS Mary Ann Horvath Carolyn Raudenbush 
Judy 

Chernikovich-Clemens 
Tiffany Wilten 

   Church   Learning Center   TOTAL Year to Date thru July 2025 

Receipts    $393,419   $518,162     $911,581  
Expenses -$358,886  -$518,964   -$877,850 Budgeted Giving $248,702 

TOTAL  $  34,533  -$        802    $  33,731 Actual Giving  $281,621 
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Hellertown 
Community Day 

Dimmick Park 
August 16

th
 2025 
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Community Day was held on Saturday, August 16 in Dimmick Park in 
Hellertown. The weather was sunny and warm and there was a good turnout 
of individuals and families. There are numerous churches among the booths. 
Christ Lutheran Church stood out with its welcoming atmosphere, friendly 
volunteers, free raffles, and Children’s Learning Center attractions for kids. 
 
Special thanks to everyone who supported Christ Lutheran at Community 
Day: 
Elaine Snyder; Teresa Mackey; Peg and Tim McCoy; Regina Sands-Corl; 
Fran Corl; Mary Barwick; Rachel Whitesell; Lisa Weingartner; Brad Wagner; 
Ken Doremus; Cheryl Lawler; Carol Dishmon; Marie Frey; Nancy DeVogel; 
Ed Alosi for meeting and greeting at our booth. 
Teresa Mackey for preparing signage of the church calendar with dates and 
times of all programs and activities. 
Nancy DeVogel for preparing a special flyer about the church’s Yoga, 
Chair Yoga, and Reiki ministries. 
Enid Rank for setting up the volunteer booth assignments. 
Barry Stauffer for preparing, staging, and managing all the equipment and 
supplies for the church and learning center booths. 
Kevin Gough for up the equipment and supplies from the church, setting up 
the booth, and lending his truck to return items to the church. 
Josh Gulotta and Ken Doremus for assisting with the teardown and returning 
items to the church. 
Josh Gulotta for his presence at the entire Community Day, from set-up to 
teardown. 
 
Christ Lutheran is always looking for ways to create more differentiation, 
engagement, and impact at Community Day. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions for next year, please send an email to the Church Office, and 
Barry will route it to the appropriate person or team. 
 
With appreciation, 
Dave Willard for the Connections with the Community Team 



 

 

Maureen DeBellis Spiritual Director 

email: spiritdirect@clcht.org 
 

Due to donations from church members, Spiritual Direction sessions 
will be offered to members of Christ Lutheran at a very discounted rate 
of $10. Sessions can be held in-person or online (limit 6 sessions/2025). 
 

  Wondering where God is in your life? 
  Struggling to see God’s presence in daily activities? 
  Feeling a holy disconnect? 
  Desiring a deepening life of prayer? 

When these kinds of questions and interests begin to stir, 
Spiritual Direction may be what your are looking for. 

 

Maureen DeBellis is a spiritual director, inter-spiritual companion, a teacher of Heart Rhythm 
Meditation (HRM) and a retreat guide for the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. She has a BA in 
Marriage and Family Studies from DeSales University and a Graduate Level Certificate in 
Spiritual Direction from Moravian Theological Seminary in Bethlehem, PA. 

Holiday Bazaar 
 

Quilt Show 
Christ Lutheran Church 

69 Main Street       610-838-0400 
Hellertown   www.clcht.org 

Saturday 
November 15, 2024 

9am to 2pm  
Multiple vendors featuring… Handcrafted 
Goods, Bake Sale, Concession Stand, Quilt 
Raffle, Soup Sale, Tricky Tray, and more… 
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The World’s Greatest  Roleplaying Game! 

2nd & 4th Sundays 
following worship 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

Chair Yoga 
with Nancy D 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

10:30 - 11:30am 
 

Free Will Offering Sanctuary 

Bring your own non-skid mat 

Food Bank • Collection 
Specially Requested Items in September: 

Mac & Cheese 
Toilet Paper 

  

RED WAGON 
 Drop-Off 
 in the Volunteer Room 

B I B L E 

STUDY 

THURSDAYS 

12:15—1:15pm 

In THE Church Library 

or VIA Zoom 

MEN’S GROUP 

Tuesdays AT noon 
 

IN THE church library 

or VIA zoom 



 

 

Here I s an excerpt from One5c, a newsletter chock full of information and articles on a wide variety of topics and 
issues that are relevant to our environment and how we affect it.  
 

What can Americans do to halt the desecration of the rainforest from farming and development? This eco-system 
constitutes the 'lungs of the world,' and is a crucial carbon sink. —Judith H. 
This is one area where we can put our purchasing power as consumers to work by not supporting businesses and 
industries that profit from deforestation. The top three drivers of tropical rainforest loss are the production of beef, 
oil-producing plants, and paper- and wood-based products. Beef cattle alone are responsible for 41%, which is 
twice the deforestation rate of the number two contributor, oil-producing plants, which account for about 18%.   
 

We’re less dogged about avoiding things like palm oil than we are about putting down the burgers, though. That’s 
because replacing palm oil—which is cheap, versatile, and dense—with a combo of the three top oil alternatives 
would put an additional land area the size of Spain at risk. Demand for palm oil is going to continue to grow, but 
this is a conversation about progress as opposed to perfection. Environmental groups and companies have made 
steps towards codifying what responsible palm-oil production looks like (you can learn how to spot products that 
use these practices here), whereas there’s no such thing as “green’ beef.  
 

The best way to address tree-felling for paper and wood is also fairly straightforward. Whenever possible, opt for 
products made from recycled materials over virgin stock. (It’s why our toilet paper recommendation is recycled.) 
Around 68% of paper in the U.S. finds a second life. Rapidly growing crops like bamboo might seem like a panacea 
here, but only if you know what to look for. Demand for the wood-y grass has jumped so much that some farmers 
clear forests to grow it or create monocultures, so look for products bearing a Forest Stewardship Council 
certification to make certain proper steps have been taken when sourcing materials. 
 

Beyond those everyday actions, you can also stay involved with advocacy organizations focused on stemming 
deforestation. The Rainforest Action Network is a good place to start; they organize campaigns telling brands and 
leaders to clean up their acts.       Angela Drake, ECO Team Editor-at-Large 
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Lawrence Achey 1st 

Kelly Meyer 1st 

Christine Sem 2nd 

Lainey Gutshall 3rd 

Kimberly Kemmerer 3rd 

Louis Zavacky 3rd 

Jane Wachinski 4th 

Josue Davila 5th 

Deborah Martin 5th 

Brett Gawronski 6th 

Randy Rotondo 7th 

Ted Arnold 8th 

Jillian Werbisky 8th 

Conner Pierce 9th 

Aaron Harley 10th 

Caitlin McNeish 10th 

Lesley Sa 10th 

Courtney Snyder 11th 

John Sagrati 12th 

Isabelle Zellers 13th 

Gregor Ivenz 14th 

Iris Kubisek 15th 

Lilian Kubisek 15th 

Maile Lentz 15th 

Lee Wagner 15th 

Sharon Harley 16th 

David Mayer 17th 

Diane Ackerman 18th 

Michael Kinker 18th 

Amanda Raup 18th 

Joslynn Rose 18th 

Nicole Spirk 18th 

Maya Stoeckley 18th 

Ryan Homa 19th 

John Jacoby 19th 

William Nagy 19th 

Richard Smith 19th 

Joe Tarulli 20th 

Addison Anthony 21st 

Francene Drake 21st 

Janette Moyer 21st 

Bonnie Wismer 21st 

Donna Jenny 22nd 

Sandy Moran 22nd 

Rick Weirback 22nd 

Adyson Staruck 23rd 

Adam Benza 24th 

Heidi Rotondo 24th 

Dianne Herstich 26th 

Ethan Braxmeier 27th 

Drew Hamman 27th 

Colin Harley 27th 

Glenn Riegel 27th 

Robert Rogers 27th 

Ronald Weirbach 27th 

Drew Kmetz 29th 

Donna Miller 30th 

September Birthdays 

        SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 David & Mandy Mayer  9/1/2012 

  Bob & Chris Uttard  9/8/1973 

   Glenn & Mariah Butterfield  9/10/2011 

    David & Kathy Jackson  9/16/1994 

     Cliff & Kay Cole  9/18/1993 

      Tim Brown & Kelly-Anne Suarez  9/20/2017 

       Tim & Leigh Feather  9/20/2003 

        Chris & Ali Myers  9/20/2014 

         Jason & Ashley Viegas  9/23/2023 

        Mike & Ursula Merriman  9/24/1994 

       John & Gail Varady  9/28/1968 

      Zach & Bre Barket  9/29/2018 
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Meal Ministry 
Monday 

September 22nd 
Lite fare delivery to the homebound 

Enid Rank 
Faith Community Nurse 

If you have any questions or would like 
any additional information on anything 
listed on this page, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 

nurse@clcht.org 
610-349-2970 

GIGGLES Women’s Group  

Girls In God Growing Loving Eating Sharing 

 

September 3rd 
God’s work. Our hands. Service Project 

Military Gratitude Notes 
 

September 10th 
September Book Offering 

“More Beautiful Than Before” 

 by Steve Leder 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays with Enid 
10:00am in the South Lounge 

Communion Service 
Saucon Valley Manor 
1050 Main Street Hellertown, PA  18055 

  Thursday September 18th 

  2:00pm 
 

Parishioners welcome to join Josh, Bonnie, 
and Enid for some worshiping, singing and 
mingling! 

Visit our Information Room off the Narthex for Educational Materials 



 

 

 1 LABOR DAY 2 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

3 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

4 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible  
                 Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

5 6 
9:30am Yoga 

7 KICK-OFF 

9am Adult Christian 
         Education 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
           w/Communion 
11am Conf Class #1 
2pm Speech 
          & Debate 
          Civic Theatre 

8 
4:30-7pm Reiki 
 

9 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

 
 

10 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

5pm Learning 
          Center 
          Open House 

11 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

12 
 

13 
9:30am Yoga 

14 GWOH 

9am Adult Christian 
         Education 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am Brunch GWOH 
Volunteer Luncheon 
11am D&D 

15 
 

16 

10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Church Council 

17 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

18  
10:30am Chair Yoga 
12:15pm Bible 
                 Study 
2pm Communion 
          SV Manor 
5:30pm Quilters 
7pm Thirsty 
          Thursday 
           Braveheart 

19 
 

20 

9:30am Yoga 

21 BAPTISM 

9am Adult Christian 
         Education 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship 

22 
 

11am Meal Ministry 

23 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

 

24 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

10am-1pm Lunch 
Prep & Serve 
New Bethany 
 

 

25 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

26 

 

27 
9:30am Yoga 

28 ANNIVERSARY 
      BIBLE SUNDAY 

9am Adult Christian 
         Education 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am Quiet 
           Communion 
11am Conf Class #1 
11am D&D 

29 
 

7pm BookClub 

30 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

    

   Sunday        Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
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     Youth & Family Minister 
Email: yfm@clcht.org            Josh Gulotta 
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9am to 2pm 

Get Your Bible Here! 
September 28th is Bible Sunday, the day when Christ Lutheran gifts Bibles to 
our Third and Fourth Graders. 
 
If the Bible wasn’t the Bible, there’s no way grownups would let you kids read 
it. There are stories in the Bible that would knock your socks off! There’s a man 
who kills a thousand people with a jawbone of a donkey—gross! There’s a 
bear that attacks a bunch of kids for calling someone bald—weird! And the 
angels in the Bible aren’t pretty winged humans in robes; they’re terrifying 
monster beasts—gross AND weird! 
 
The Bible contains stories from over hundreds of years from thousands of 
different voices. It’s messy. You wouldn’t want to do a book report on it. It’s 
not the kind of book meant to be read from beginning to end. 
 
The Bible isn’t about answers. It’s about asking questions, and finding there 
are others who ask the same questions you do. 
 
Did I lose you yet? Are you still here? If you are, I imagine you’re the kind of 
kid who’d want a bible for yourself. If you are, ask someone to email me at 
yfm@clcht.org or call the church office to add your name to the list! 

mailto:yfm@clcht.org


 

 

PASTOR: 

Phil Spohn 

pspohn@clcht.org 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTER: 

Josh Gulotta 

yfm@clcht.org 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Barry Stauffer 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: 

Chip Rust 

crust@clcht.org 

 
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: 

Enid Rank 

nurse@clcht.org 

 
MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Stephen Wysocki 

swysocki@clcht.org 

 

ASST MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Bonnie Banks-Beers 

bbanksbeers@clcht.org 

 
COMMUNICATIONS SPEC: 

Debbi Pereira 

dpereira@clcht.org 

 
SEXTON: 

Pete Kapustiak 

sexton@clcht.org 

 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: 

Maureen DeBellis 

spiritdirect@clcht.org 

 
DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Nancy Frederick 

nfrederick@clcht.org 

 
ASST DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Jaclyn Ruch 

jruch@clcht.org 

PRESIDENT: 

Brenda Tarulli 

11btarulli@gmail.com 

 

VICE PESIDENT: 

Ed Alosi 

ejalosi@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY: 

Kelly Meyer 

km77ru@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER: 

John Varady 

johnvarady@rcn.com 

Judy Chernikovich-Clemens 

jbird1952@yahoo.com 

 

Ken Doremus 

kdorem@gmail.com 

 

Dale Hazel 

hdalehazel44@gmail.com 

 

Claire Kostbar 

ckostbar54@gmail.com 

 

Mandy Mayer 

mayer512531@gmail.com 

 

Judy Meier 

jemeier3@yahoo.com 

 

Sam Raup 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

 

Regina Sands-Corl 

techscokomuf@ptd.net 

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

TEAM LEADERS 

CARE GIVING: 

Enid Rank 

enid1@ptd.net 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Each Other: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Our Community: 

Kelly Anne Suarez 

Kelly-Anne.Suarez@lvhn.org  
 

FAITH FORMATION: 

Bre Barket 

brianne.barket@gmail.com 

FINANCE: 

Jim McCallister 

jwmccallister5@gmail.com 

 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: 

Lou Savant 

lousavant4@gmail.com 

 

OUTREACH: 

Kim Blake 

kblake0412@gmail.com 

 

PROPERTY: 

Mike Karpa 

mike.karpa@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: 

Kurt Rank 

kerank@ptd.net 


