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Pastor Phil 

Not all Christians are alike. Do you notice that? When you are in a faith tradition you notice the nuances of 
your tradition. You can detect differences between different Christians. Some might take the Bible literally 
and try to convince you that the earth was created in 6 days, and on the 7th day, God rested. If you are a 
Lutheran, you might feel uneasy around a fellow Christian trying to convince you of that belief. Yet both of 
you are Christian. 
 
We have thousands of denominations for a reason. We all see something that speaks to us in scripture and 
lift it out of the Bible and say, “This is what the Christian faith is all about.” The reason we do this is 
because a particular Bible verse resonates with my experience and beliefs. Others might see something 
different and lift up a verse that doesn’t speak to your heart.   
 
The early Christian Father, St. Augustine wrote that when it comes to interpreting the Bible, the proper 
interpretation would lead us to further love God and love our neighbors. If we find something leading us 
away from this ideal, it most likely is not the proper use of the Bible. It’s pretty simple and easy to under-
stand. St. Augustine speaks to my understanding of Bible interpretation. 
 
With so many varieties of Christian denominations representing different beliefs, there is one grounding 
practice of faith ALL CHRISTIANS stand upon, AGAPE. God’s love for us, and Jesus’ challenge that we too 
can grow at loving as God loves. This aspect of the Practice of Christianity holds true for all Christians 
around the world. We may not all believe the same things, but we are called to AGAPE. 
 
It is November, traditionally STEWARDSHIP MONTH in the church. It is the season of Harvest Home and the 
recognition that all that we have, all that we are, and all that we can ever become, comes from Mother 
Earth. The earth sustains us. Followers of Jesus centered in AGAPE, consciously live our lives, realizing our 
impact upon the earth. We must live in ways that sustain Mother Earth while providing for a healthy 
earth for future generations. We are called to LOVE the earth. 
 
Stewardship is not simply giving money to the church. It is using your resources to support people, places, 
and institutions that support you and your stewardship principles. We all share responsibilities for 
sustaining Christ Lutheran. Hopefully Christ Lutheran Church is a place of spiritual nourishment for you. 
Together, as members of this church, we create an environment of welcome and grace for all people. 
Remember, no matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here! 
Hopefully you are a Christian that centers your faith journey on both LOVE and STEWARDSHIP. 
 
Know God loves you!  
Pastor Phil 

Not All Christians Are Alike 
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           Council Corner 
Your Church Council last met on October 21st to discuss an agenda 
including but not limited to: 
 Strategic Planning Discussion 
 Organization Structure 
 Reintroduce Youth Rep to Council 
 Review Fall Faith Formation Program 
 Reverse Mentoring 
 Expansion of Service Work to a Wider Reach 
 Social Media Presence to Include Families and Children 
 Identify/Reach Underrepresented Demographics in the Congregation 
 State Grant for Safety Equipment 
 Narthex Restroom Remodel 
  Bequest Use 
 Sponsoring a Mission Trip 
 Picture Directory Update 
 Need for Part-Time Volunteer Organizer 
Your Church Council will meet next on November 18th. 

NOVEMBER 

VOLUNTEERS 2 9 16 30 23 

COFFEE HOUR  
De Del Re 

Donna Bergstresser 
Brunch Men’s Group  

SOUND TECH Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank 

A/V TECH Kevin Gough Ken Doremus Mark Stana Ken Doremus Kevin Gough 

COMMUNION 
Kim Blake 

Sharon Coe 
   

Quiet Communion 
Enid Rank 

GREET/USHER 
Jeanette & Ed 

Alosi 
Carol D 

Leeanne W 
Barb & Bob 
Pasternak 

Kim & Corky 
Blake 

Jodie & Scott 
Raab 

READING(S) Jeanette Boos Cheryl Lawler Louise Wagner TBD April Rose 

PRAYERS Tim Brown Kevin Gough Cheryl Glasker Carolyn Raudenbush Mary Ann Horvath 

         Year to Date thru September 2025 
   Church   Learning Center  TOTAL 
 Receipts    $492,492   $666,902    $1,159,393  
 Expenses -$464,088  -$654,475  -$1,118,562 
 TOTAL  $  28,404   $  12,427   $      40,831 
 

Budgeted Giving $318,762       Actual Giving $349,005 
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The house you rent/own can be a good starting point in saving energy. There are a number 
of websites you might want to go to for information: 

energy.gov provides a downloadable comprehensive booklet called "Tips on Saving Money 

and Energy in Your Home". It has 11 sections and chapters on weatherizing, heat and cooling 
the house, information on renewable energy, vehicles, electric vehicles. This guide 
references quite a number of websites for additional information, so it is a great resource for 
understanding and improving your energy usage. 

consumerenergycenter.org has an article entitled "100 Powerful Ways to Save Energy". 

bhg.com (Better Homes & Gardens) has a September 2025 article on 15 Simple Energy-

Saving Strategies to Lower Your Electric Bill". 

familyhandyman.com has an article dated Oct 7, 2024 on "50 Super Simple Ways to Save 

on Energy Costs. 

homeadvisor.com has an article titled "41 Home Energy-Saving Tips for Every Season". 

energysage.com has an April 2, 2025 article on "How to Conserve Energy: 10 Tips to Save 

Electricity". 
It's more than time to educate yourself on ways to save energy and save money at the 
same time. Check a few of these sites out, and even if you only try a couple tips, that’s 
definitely better than doing nothing to improve your energy consumption. 

Angela Drake, ECO Team Editor-at-Large 

Christ Lutheran Church 
69 Main Street, Hellertown 
brings its Congregants AND  Community... 

 
 
 

 Reiki 
COMPLIMENTARY  Half-Hour Sessions 
 with a Reiki Master 
APPOINTMENTS  highly recommended and greatly appreciated 

Monday, November 3rd, 4:15-7:30pm 
Contact Judy Chernikovich-Clemens for details 
and to schedule your appointment today! 
 610-657-2607      jbird1952@yahoo.com 
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Maureen DeBellis Spiritual Director 

email: spiritdirect@clcht.org 
 

Due to donations from church members, Spiritual Direction sessions 
will be offered to members of Christ Lutheran at a very discounted rate 
of $10. Sessions can be held in-person or online (limit 6 sessions/2025). 
 

  Wondering where God is in your life? 
  Struggling to see God’s presence in daily activities? 
  Feeling a holy disconnect? 
  Desiring a deepening life of prayer? 

When these kinds of questions and interests begin to stir, 
Spiritual Direction may be what your are looking for. 

 

Maureen DeBellis is a spiritual director, inter-spiritual companion, a teacher of Heart Rhythm 
Meditation (HRM) and a retreat guide for the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. She has a BA in 
Marriage and Family Studies from DeSales University and a Graduate Level Certificate in 
Spiritual Direction from Moravian Theological Seminary in Bethlehem, PA. 
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I beg your pardon. Have you heard about our Church Garden?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with the sunshine, there's gotta be a little rain sometime. 

The Eggplant Harvest 

Giant 5-Pronged Carrot 

Freshly Picked Produce 
Packed Up & Ready to Deliver 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/sunshine
https://www.definitions.net/definition/gotta
https://www.definitions.net/definition/little


 

 

The World’s Greatest  Roleplaying Game! 

2nd & 4th Sundays 
following worship 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

Chair Yoga 
with Nancy D 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

10:30 - 11:30am 
 

Free Will Offering Sanctuary 

Bring your own non-skid mat 

Food Bank • Collection 
Specially Requested Items in November: 

Canned Fruit 
Large Soup Cans 

  

RED WAGON 
 Drop-Off 
 in the Volunteer Room 

B I B L E 

STUDY 

THURSDAYS 

12:15—1:15pm 

In THE Church Library 

or VIA Zoom 

MEN’S GROUP 

Tuesdays AT noon 
 

IN THE church library 

or VIA zoom 

GIGGLES 
Girls In God Growing Loving Eating Sharing 

Women’s Group  
 

 

Wednesdays with Enid 
10:00am in the South Lounge 
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November Birthdays 

       NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Kelly Meyer & Diane Stehly  11/1/1980 

Mike & Alice Karpa  11/2/2002 

Vicki & Brett Gawronski  11/4/1995 

Cheryl & Bill Enslin  11/6/1982 

Lois & Dale Hazel  11/9/1968 

Melissa & Jim Young  11/11/2018 

Lisa Cawley & Anthony Stoeckley  11/21/1992 

Deb & Steve Wysocki  11/21/1987 

Jodie & Scott Raab  11/23/2018 

Jenna Eustice 1st 

Mary Beth Jacavage 2nd 

Jackie Seifert 4th 

Kelly Suarez 4th 

Kaia Kukel 5th 

Krystal Lentz 6th 

Lily Thode 6th 

Kay Young 6th 

Olivia Jackson 7th 

Monica Wagner 9th 

Al Wachinski 10th 

Madison Koehler 13th 

Greg Clemens 14th 

Edward Nevil 14th 

Jim Young 14th 

Claire Kostbar 15th 

Denise Kubisek 15th 

Gary Milla 15th 

Lisa Weingartner 20th 

Pearl Banks 21st 

James Beers 22nd 

Donna Bergstresser 24th 

Diane Stehly 24th 

Ellie Cheung 25th 

Laura Penske 27th 
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Meal Ministry 
Monday 

November 17th 
Lite fare delivery to the homebound 

Enid Rank 
Faith Community Nurse 

If you have any questions or would like 
any additional information on anything 
listed on this page, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 

nurse@clcht.org 
610-349-2970 

Communion Service 
Saucon Valley Manor 
1050 Main Street Hellertown, PA  18055 

  Thursday November 20th 

  2:00pm 
 

Parishioners welcome to join Josh, Bonnie, 
and Enid for some worshiping, singing and 
mingling! 

Visit our Information Room off the Narthex for Educational Materials 



 

 

 
 

     1 
9:30am Yoga 

2 ALL SAINTS 
9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
           w/Communion 
11:15am Conf Class 2 

3 
4:15-7:30pm Reiki 
 

7pm Chimes 

4 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

 
 

5 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

1:00-7:00pm 
Blood Drive 

6 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

7 
 

8 
9:30am Yoga 
 

6-8pm 
Newcomer Social 
Carriage House 
at Heinzelmans 

9  
9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am D&D 
11:15am Conf Class 1 

10 
6:30pm Choir 
 

7pm Chimes 
 

11 

10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

12 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

13  
10:30am Chair Yoga 
12:15pm Bible 
                 Study 
5:30pm Quilters 

14 
 

15 

9am-2pm 
Holiday Bazaar 

16 BAPTISM 

9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am Brunch 

17 

11am Meal Ministry 
 

6:30pm Choir 
 

7pm Chimes 
 

18 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Church Council 
 
 

 

19 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 
 

 

20 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
12:15pm Bible 
                 Study 
2pm Communion 
          SV Manor 
5:30pm Quilters 
7pm Thirsty 
         Thursday 
          Braveheart 

21 

 

22 
9:30am Yoga 
 

2-4pm  Community 
Thanksgiving Meal 
New Jerusalem 

23  
9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am Quiet Comm 
11am D&D 
11:15am Conf Class 2 

30 ADVENT #1  

24 
 

 

25 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

26 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

10am-1pm Lunch 
Prep & Serve 
New Bethany 

27 THANKSGIVING 

 

28 29 
9:30am Yoga 

   Sunday        Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

NovemBER CALENDAR 
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     Youth & Family Minister 
Email: yfm@clcht.org            Josh Gulotta 
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9am to 2pm 

Preparing for Advent… TODAY! 
In Sunday School our kids are learning the seasons of the church year. They started 
off with a hard one: Pentecost, the season that stretches all the way from the end of 
Eastertide right up to the start of Advent.  
 

Advent, of course, runs from the beginning of December to Christmas Eve—AKA, 
the busiest time of the year. The calm, retrospective, preparatory season of Advent 
can often get lost in the madness of holiday shopping, house decorating, and 
cookie baking. 
 

The time to prepare for Christmas and Advent isn’t the middle of December—it’s 
right now! Consider starting early so that your Advent season has room to create a 
spiritual anticipation for Christmas and not an anxiety-induced dread of the holiday 
season! 
 

Here are some ways to bring peace to your Advent and your December: 
 

Create a Mindful Advent Calendar — when I was young my Advent calendars 
were filled with tiny Lego sets or chalky-tasting chocolate. But JollyFestive.com has a 
different approach to the Advent tradition: marking your own calendar with small 
activities or practices to keep you in the right Advent mindset. Tasks like writing a 
letter to a friend, going for a winter walk, or listening to the sounds of nature can 
keep our hearts focused on the spirit of the season; treats like going out for tea, 
taking a friend out to dinner, and attending a local Christmas concert are all great 
replacements for stale candy! 
Light Your Advent Wreath at Dinnertime — taking time to light your personal 
Advent wreath at the dinner table is a great outlet for kids eager to get to Christmas 
morning. Try adding prayer-songs to your tradition as well. Hymns like Light One 
Candle and Light the Advent Candles are written for this very purpose, adding a 
verse on every week as the season progresses. 
Be with Each Other — this is simple to say, hard to do! Christmas preparations can 
overwhelm the sense of peace, love and joy that we should focus on during the 
Advent season. Make sure to create intentional time to be with your friends and 
family. Your Advent season shouldn’t be a to-do list. 



 

 

PASTOR: 

Phil Spohn 

pspohn@clcht.org 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTER: 

Josh Gulotta 

yfm@clcht.org 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Barry Stauffer 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: 

Chip Rust 

crust@clcht.org 

 
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: 

Enid Rank 

nurse@clcht.org 

 
MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Stephen Wysocki 

swysocki@clcht.org 

 

ASST MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Bonnie Banks-Beers 

bbanksbeers@clcht.org 

 
COMMUNICATIONS SPEC: 

Debbi Pereira 

dpereira@clcht.org 

 
SEXTON: 

Pete Kapustiak 

sexton@clcht.org 

 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: 

Maureen DeBellis 

spiritdirect@clcht.org 

 
DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Nancy Frederick 

nfrederick@clcht.org 

 
ASST DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Jaclyn Ruch 

jruch@clcht.org 

PRESIDENT: 

Brenda Tarulli 

11btarulli@gmail.com 

 

VICE PESIDENT: 

Ed Alosi 

ejalosi@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY: 

Kelly Meyer 

km77ru@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER: 

John Varady 

johnvarady@rcn.com 

Judy Chernikovich-Clemens 

jbird1952@yahoo.com 

 

Ken Doremus 

kdorem@gmail.com 

 

Dale Hazel 

hdalehazel44@gmail.com 

 

Claire Kostbar 

ckostbar54@gmail.com 

 

Mandy Mayer 

mayer512531@gmail.com 

 

Judy Meier 

jemeier3@yahoo.com 

 

Sam Raup 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

 

Regina Sands-Corl 

techscokomuf@ptd.net 

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

TEAM LEADERS 

CARE GIVING: 

Enid Rank 

enid1@ptd.net 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Each Other: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Our Community: 

Teresa Mackey 

barnkey@ptd.net 

 

FAITH FORMATION: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

FINANCE: 

Jim McCallister 

jwmccallister5@gmail.com 

 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: 

Lou Savant 

lousavant4@gmail.com 

 

OUTREACH: 

Kim Blake 

kblake0412@gmail.com 

 

PROPERTY: 

Mike Karpa 

mike.karpa@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: 

Kurt Rank 

kerank@ptd.net 


