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Engaging in Mission. When we wake up each day, we 

have purpose. God has given us that very moment and 

ordained it to be used for Him. We have an opportunity; in 

truth, we have a responsibility. My friends, we are called 

to make a difference for the Kingdom by engaging daily 

in the mission. What does this mean? How do we truly 

engage in mission?

First, we “aspire to live quietly, and to mind [our] own 

affairs, and to work with [our] hands . . . so that [we] may 

walk properly before outsiders” (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12a 

ESV pronouns changed). In other words, we daily live 

lives of submission to Christ and service to humanity. We 

demonstrate faithfulness and integrity in our testimonies. 

We run into a lot of characters in our lives, but we need to 

be people of character. We must live lives that demonstrate 

our full commitment to Christ as Lord.

Second, we speak of the daily hope we have in Christ  

(1 Peter 3:15). Our testimony is not simply communicated 

through action (although our lives do preach!), but our 

witness must also be shared verbally. We specifically relate 

the good news of how Jesus has changed our lives through 

His forgiveness and power.

Third, we seize the opportunity right before us as we 

engage in mission. So often, we think of missions as going 

on a short-term trip to South Louisiana, to New England, 

or even to South Asia. And it is correct that we must carry 

the Gospel to places outside of Ruston! It is our command! 

Yet, we sometimes neglect to fulfill our mission in the 

areas we have already been sent. As our staff has been 

pointing out lately, incarnational mission is not simply 

taking a trip to do missions but rather being on missions 

in the same places where we are currently doing life. This 

realization helps us focus on where we go each day. We 

are intentionally missional where we live (home, 

neighborhood, apartment complex, dorm, etc.), where 

we work (office, factory, school, or any other workplace), 

and where we play (shops, restaurants, stadiums, gyms, 

etc.). In other words, we engage in mission in the 

places we already go.

Fourth, we pray for the people with whom we come in 

contact. We pray for them individually and for their 

families. We ask the Lord to grant the right timing, the 

right words, and the right courage to share Jesus Christ 

with them. During the month of March, we are providing 

you a 30-Day Prayer Guide associated with the 

“Who’s Your One?” campaign that we hope helps you 

intentionally direct your prayers to engage in mission. You 

can pick one up this Sunday.

What a privilege to engage in the greatest mission that 

the world has ever known! We have eternity in our speech 

and power in our spirit! As long as we are obedient to the 

incarnational mission, nothing can stop us. Thanks for 

letting me engage in the mission with you. And oh, how I 

look forward to seeing you Sunday!    

The Pastor’s Perspective
Dr. Reggie Bridges
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Weekday Early Education Ministry
Now accepting Fall 2021 applications 

for Temple members and those 
presently enrolled. 

Open to the public March 1.

Summer Registration begins April 7.

Applications available in The Journey Place. 
For a digital copy, email Gina, WEEkday Director, 

at gina@temple.life or 255-9506.

Engaging in missions where we play: For the past few weeks, we have been talking about engaging in mission…
specifically engaging in “incarnational mission.” What is incarnational mission? It is “participating in God’s redeeming 
work in the areas of our lives that we have already been sent.” It’s not going to different places but going differently 
to the same places. Our church continues to be faithful to participate in and support mission trips, but incarnational 
mission is realizing that God has called us to show and share the Gospel with others in the natural rhythms of our lives…
in the places where we live, work, and play.

When we think about engaging in mission where we play, what comes to mind? These are the areas of our lives where we 
shop, dine, work out, or simply spend time relaxing, maybe at a coffee shop or park. I know that many of us struggle to 
find time to “play.” So when we do have time to pull away and play, we are intentional about guarding our time. However, 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, we ought to always be open to opportunities to show and share His love with others. The 
next time you eat at a restaurant, consider asking your waiter or waitress how you can pray for them before blessing your 
meal. Maybe while you’re in the line at the grocery store, you could ask those around you how they are doing, and even 
offer to pray for them if necessary. Is the person you always greet at the gym a believer? Maybe taking the time to strike 
up a brief conversation will let you know! Let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to burden our hearts to engage in 
mission in incarnational ways! 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are 
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Howard McCarty, 

given by their son, Jack McCarty.

Minister of Community EngagementMinister of Community Engagement
George Lee, IV



What a week! Who would have ever thought that in the deep South that we would experience so much snow and ice that 
would close things down for several days? But it did! I hope each of you and your families were able to stay safe and warm 
in spite of the bitter cold temperatures. 

Even though there were some problems with electricity and water, our city and parish were spared from what some of 
our neighboring states and communities had to endure. Please continue to pray for families and individuals in those 
cities and states that were affected with power outages and water problems. 

As Sadel and I were “snowed in,” we were able to spend some quiet times reading God’s Word and enjoying the beauty of 
the fresh snow. We also enjoyed watching the multitude of birds flocking to our feeders. What a blessing to know that our 
Heavenly Father watches over them and certainly cares for us! I am also thankful for a loving and merciful Savior who 
has washed our sins away. “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow.” Isaiah 1:18

It was also good to gather with our church family last Sunday in the Combined Worship Service. Oh, how I long for the 
day when we can get back on a regular schedule in church services and activities. Many of you have already had your 
COVID-19 vaccines, and many others are scheduled to get them soon. Let’s pray for the effectiveness of the shots in 
helping us get back to a more regular way of life.

Let me remind our Senior Adults that we are meeting every Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary for Bible study. 
Dr. Galen Turner is leading us in a study of the Gospel of Luke. He is doing an excellent job in sharing the truths of God’s 
Word with us. If you are able, come join us.

Congratulations to:
Luke and Samantha Coleman on the birth of their son, 

Elijah “Rhett”. Proud sister is Kinslee.
Jacob and Amanda Ambrose on the birth of their son,  

Aaron Haynes. Proud sister and brother are Lyla and Joshua.

the family of Paul Frazier, husband of 
Joan, brother of James (Jessie Mae); the 

family of Fred Hull, father of Tedd (Lauren), 
grandfather of Sydney and Myles; the family 

of Jackie Cooper, brother of Woodie (Marianna) Cooper;  
the family of William Thomas “Billy Tom” Johnston, father 
of Sarah (Steve) Davison, grandfather of Joseph and Cate;  

the family of Rev. Joel Haire, brother of Jean Hays.

SPACE IS LIMITED THIS YEAR! 
WinShape cost: $219 per camper. Due to limited space, 

Temple is offering a $30 discount for all campers this year only.  
Final cost: $189 per camper

From The Minister of Pastoral CareFrom The Minister of Pastoral Care
Dale Oden
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Week-at-a-Glance
March 5-7 ~ Temple College Hike-A-Thon

Sunday, February 28

9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life  

 (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship (GS); Sunday School 

 for all ages

10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at 

 live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); Sunday School for all ages

4 p.m. - Bible Drill (JP Multipurpose Rm)

5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs Sanctuary)

Tuesday, March 2

10 a.m. - Senior Adult Bible Study (FH)

Wednesday, March 3

5:45 p.m. - Children’s M3 Music (JP); Junior High Worship (Youth Rm)

6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study (Sanctuary); Women’s Bible  

 Study “Seamless” (Chapel); Men’s Bible Study “No More Excuses” 

 (Rm 76)

7 p.m. - Senior High Worship (Youth Rm)

Thursday, March 4

2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 76)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

THE TIDINGS (USPS #020005), Published Weekly except Christmas by:
Temple Baptist Church, Periodical Postage Paid, Ruston, LA 71270

Postmaster send address changes to:
Temple Baptist Church, 1515 South Service Road West, Ruston, LA 71270

Phone: (318) 255-3745  •  Fax: (318) 255-0134
Website: temple.life


