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Wow! What awesome morning worship services we had 

this past Sunday morning! As I mentioned then, SEND 

Sunday is one of my favorite moments all year long. It is 

one of the very few times that we gather together . . . to 

emphasize the “sending” out of our high school seniors, 

college summer missionaries, etc. To me, it was powerful 

and challenging to see these young students stand before 

us in their commitment. In addition, we licensed Mason 

Jinks to vocational ministry as we also affirmed both he 

and James Davison III in their studies at New Orleans 

Baptist Theological Seminary. (That is right! They are 

attending the best theological seminary!) Even at the end 

of the gathering at 10:30 a.m., I offered the opportunity for 

people to be baptized, and two individuals followed through 

in obedience. Again, I say wow!

Of course, this past Sunday’s morning services followed 

a weekend of Men’s Retreat for me and many other guys. 

Already, we had seen the Spirit move in men’s lives to bring 

salvation, recommitment, and renewal. In many ways, the 

retreat flowed into a Sunday morning celebration as guys 

across the age/social spectrum were brought together in 

celebration.

I ask, “How many Southern Baptist churches are able to 

experience such a SEND Sunday?” No doubt, we are doubly 

blessed to have such an opportunity. God has been so 

gracious to us and has allowed us to see His Spirit’s work 

among us. I’m convinced we are strategically placed here 

in Ruston; and as such, we get to see a multigenerational 

church involved in taking the Gospel locally, nationally, 

and globally. We are able to fashion generations to SEND 

the Gospel into neighborhoods and nations for the glory of 

Christ! And I’m still just as excited about that as I was when 

I first stepped on our church’s campus. In fact, I am even 

more eager to see what the Lord is going to do in the coming 

days! Let’s not take for granted what the Lord has allowed 

us to experience here at Temple. Pray for the days ahead, 

and be faithful to obey His call.

This coming week, we turn our attention to Mother’s Day as 

we rightly honor those who have nurtured and encouraged 

us through our lives. For many of us, our faith walk is 

directly connected to our mothers’ instruction, and this 

day gives us a moment to reflect and express gratitude. It 

will also offer us a reminder that our God is the Victor who 

enables us, as mothers and fathers, to make a difference 

within our families!

Hope you are looking forward to joining us this week as 

we come together as God’s people. What a privilege to join 

together as a family!  See you Sunday!
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Great Things Happening at Grambling State University 

Church family! The Lord has truly blessed me to be able to be a part of so many great ministry opportunities! One of the 

many places I’ve seen God working is on the campus of Grambling State University. It’s been a privilege to serve as the 

Grambling Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) Director for the past year and a half. The Grambling BCM has continued 

to show and share the love of Christ on campus. There have been more opportunities to connect with students, faculty, 

and staff over the last several months. The Lord has blessed us to be able to strengthen relationships with campus 

administrators, to minister to staff and faculty, and to connect with students.

The Grambling BCM has also been able to minister to the GSU Football team. Every Thursday, the Grambling BCM 

leads a Bible study with 13 coaches and staff members. On Saturdays, prior to football games, the BCM led a chapel 

service with over 80 players. Several players have expressed an interest in growing in their faith. Being able to minister 

to players who have been injured or recently lost loved ones has been especially rewarding and a blessing.

There are currently 85 students who have expressed interest in the BCM. Of these 85 students, 15 have engaged in group 

devotionals and meetings. These 15 students have also expressed an interest in being part of the GSU BCM Rebuild 

team. Please continue to pray for the work God is doing at Grambling State University through the BCM! 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are in honor of  
Mothers on Mother’s Day, given by the church family.

Minister of Community EngagementMinister of Community Engagement
George Lee, IV

Myrtle King Lunch Bunch 
Thursday, May 13 | 12 p.m. | Fellowship Hall

Lunch Provided 
Project: toiletries, canned food,
and cleaning supplies for DART



What a pleasant surprise! When we gathered for our first Senior Adult Luncheon on April 20, I didn’t know what to expect. 

I had told our chief cook (Bill Cox) and crew to prepare for 75 and behold 110 showed up. You talk about scrambling, 

that bunch worked miracles. Once the fried fish ran out, Bill found some chicken strips in the freezer and started frying. 

Thank you, Bill and all the crew, for the delicious meal! I also want to thank our table decorators for the centerpieces on 

each of the tables. And also, thanks to David Butler for the musical program he provided for us.

There are two trips I would like for folks to consider for this fall. Both could take place if there is enough interest in 

them. One would be to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, to attend the Celebrators Conference October 11-15. The keynote 

speakers for this event are former Vice President Mike Pence and Mrs. Pence. Dr. David Jeremiah will be the main 

Bible preacher for the sessions. There will be lots of good music. Let me know if you would like attend this conference in 

October. Call, text, or email me (255-3745, dale@temple.life).

The other possible trip is to Branson, November 28-December 2. The new production at the Sight and Sound 

Theatre, entitled JESUS, will be one of the highlights of the trip. We would also take in some of the Christmas shows that 

are always so festive. I am working on details for both trips, but I would like to know how many of you would go on either 

or both. Again, give me a call, text, or email me (255-3745, dale@temple.life). 

Our Senior Adult Luncheon for May will be held in Fellowship Hall at 11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, May 18. It was 

great last month to see so many of our senior adults enjoying the food and fellowship. Come join us if you can. All the 

food will be provided, so you don’t have to bring anything but yourself! 

the family of Barbara Robinson,  
mother of Jeff (Ginger) and grandmother of 

Jaina (Caden) Thomson, Jackson and  
John Brooks Robinson, and Cade Gibson.

From The Minister of Pastoral CareFrom The Minister of Pastoral Care
Dale Oden

   

Our Newest Member Candidates

Renae Dickerson 
(9 a.m. Blended)

Lou Howard 
(9 a.m. Blended)



Label here

Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, May 9 ~ Mother’s Day

9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life  

 (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship (GS); Sunday School 

 for all ages

10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at 

 live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); Sunday School for all ages

5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs Sanctuary)

Wednesday, May 12

5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $4/person, $2/child under 8,  

 $12 max/family; Menu: Jambalaya)

5:45 p.m. - Children’s M3 (Music, Missions, & More) (JP); Youth  Junior  

 High Worship (Youth Rm)

6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study (FH); YA Complement - Couples  

 Study (Chapel)

6:30 p.m. - Temple College Freshman Bible Study (GS)

7 p.m. - Youth High School Worship (Youth Rm); Sanctuary Choir  

 Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Thursday, May 13

12 p.m. - Myrtle King Lunch Bunch (FH)

2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 76)

7 p.m. - Temple College Game Night (FLC)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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