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September 11, 2001. Twenty years later, the events and 
emotions of that day are just as vivid as ever. Devastation. 
Destruction. Disbelief.  As I sat in my class at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, whispers of a plane 
crash began to circulate around the room. Before we could 
even begin to process the content of what we were hearing, 
word came of another plane crash. The World Trade Center 
had clearly been targeted. Our class ended abruptly, and I 
immediately headed back home to Picayune. My carpool 
buddies and I devoured the news on the radio as we tried 
to determine what was happening. Another plane had hit 
the Pentagon. Questions abounded as to how many more 
planes had been hijacked. I specifically remember crossing 
Lake Ponchatoula and wondering if such an errant plane 
was overhead . . . and where it might be headed. When I 
finally reached my remote home, I turned on the television 
to witness visually the unfolding tragedy. The towers had 
fallen. Ash and smoke had filled the streets of New York. 
People had fled the terror; they wept hysterically. The 
nation’s military center, the Pentagon, was even burning. 
2,977 lives were ultimately extinguished. Devastation. 
Destruction. Disbelief.
September 11, 2001. Twenty years later, the events and 
emotions of that day are just as vivid as ever. Heroism. 
Heart. Hope. First responders ran toward the fire 
that day. Police officers, firefighters, and EMS personnel 
courageously charged into the World Trade Center to assist 
and rescue those inside. They responded at the Pentagon 
and at another crash site in Pennsylvania. Heroism marked 
their conduct, and many gave their lives to save others. The 
valor of the first responders was only complemented by 
the resolve of the passengers . . . especially those on Flight 
93. When the passengers on Flight 93 realized that their 
plane was intended to be utilized as the enemy’s missile, 
they fought to retake the plane. In the memorable words of 
Todd Beamer, the passengers determined, “Let’s Roll.” Such 
stories heartened our nation and encouraged a generation 
of soldiers to enlist for the war on terrorism. For a few 
brief moments in our nation’s history, unity prevailed, and 
compassion reigned. And hope? Well, I firmly prayed that 
the Lord would wake us up. At first, it seemed that He had 

indeed gotten our attention. Our worship services were 
packed the Sunday after the terrorist attack. People cried 
together, read the Scripture, prayed fervently, and even 
recommitted themselves. Unfortunately, such spiritual 
renewal was short-lived. Like the people at Bochim (Judges 
2), the Church was emotionally moved, but there was not 
a transformative work established. God had shown us 
courage, had brought us together, and had even offered a 
chance at revival. Heroism. Heart. Hope.
September 11, 2001. Twenty years later, the events and the 
emotions of that day should remain just as vivid as ever. 
Gratitude. Grit. God. This week, we should stop and 
say thanks to our first responders: our law enforcement 
officers, our firefighters, our medical personnel, etc. They 
demonstrate heroism daily. But we should also demonstrate 
our appreciation to those who serve in our intelligence 
agencies and our armed forces. They have worked to keep 
us safe, and over the past couple of decades, we have not 
seen such a terrorist attack on our soil. I encourage you to 
find a veteran of Afghanistan and especially thank them. 
After the recent chaotic and heartbreaking withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, those who served there especially should 
be reminded of their contribution to our security and 
freedom. Additionally, we ourselves should demonstrate 
determination in our daily service to others. Let’s find ways 
to act courageously and compassionately. Perhaps it can 
be demonstrated in response to the pain felt right now in 
South Louisiana. If you would like to make a contribution of 
food, you can drop it off at the Church Office during regular 
office hours. Or as always, you can contribute monetarily 
for disaster relief efforts through Temple. Of course, the 
greatest responsibility we have involves turning to the Lord. 
My friends, we still stand in need of a revival. We 
desperately need the Spirit to move among us . . . not simply 
to evoke an emotional response but to elicit a holy hunger 
within us that would result in true transformation. This 
coming Sunday (the one after the twentieth anniversary of 
9/11!) we should see our services overflowing with people 
again. But this time, I pray we actually surrender ourselves 
fully and recommit to Him. Gratitude. Grit. God. See you 
Sunday!
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IDA know if you were wondering… As Ida made landfall, the Louisiana National Guard was staged in various areas 
around the state to provide a quick response to Ida. After the storm passed over, the 527th Engineering Battalion went 
into action surveying damage in various parishes affected by the storm. After the surveying started, engineering work 
teams went into action clearing roads and rescuing people with a number of boat teams and high water vehicles. As 
the roads began to clear, the 527th shifted operations to provide POD site giving out water, meals, tarps, and ice to the 
hardest hit areas. During all these operations the Unit Ministry team of the 527th was traveling over 400 miles a day to 
pray with soldiers, deliver religious material, preach, give an encouraging word of the day, and provide counseling in 
various crisis situations.

It is amazing to see so many people from all over the state band together-in uniform, out of uniform, from different 
agencies, backgrounds, ethnicities, and even faiths. This work is truly is a pot of gumbo; everyone brings what they 
have to help make the state whole again. It is wonderful to be a United States Army Chaplain serving in the great state 
of Louisiana during this crisis. God has moved in amazing ways making it possible for the Gospel to go forth. When the 
darkness came, we did not shrink back; we went through the storm so that we might have the privilege to see the first 
light shine on the other side.

As I write this, we are closing out one of our longest days. We have been on the road for over fifteen hours. We have 
visited some eight different mission sites. As the day ends and the sun sets, I feel overwhelmed by the power of the Sprit 
of God. I know that He works through His people working together. I can feel the prayers and support of family, friends, 
and Temple Baptist Church, and it is humbling. We can never discount the spiritual power of people united in prayer and 
purpose. We are never alone in the fire, in the storm, or in this life. There is always another standing with us, and His 
name is Jesus.

Congratulations to:
Jed and Corky Walpole on the birth of their son, 

Judah Bear Walpole. Proud grandparents Mike and Pam 
Walpole, and greatgrandmother Mable Best

A thank you card has been received from...
Bud Alexander 

(Located on the bulletin board in the Library window)

the family of Jack Wayne Owen, brother of Jerry 
(Pam) Owen; the family of Lilburn Lee “Slick” 

Robinson, father of Jeff (Ginger) Robinson, 
grandfather of Jackson, John Brooks,  

Jaina (Kaden) Thomson and Cade Gibson. 
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Hi! My name is Blayre Madison, and I am an Elementary Education major going into my junior year at Louisiana Tech 
University. I have been attending Temple for two years now and love being a part of the College Ministry! I had the 
opportunity to serve this summer in San Francisco, California, through a North American Mission Board program called 
GenSend. I, along with seven other college students from around the United States, spent six weeks living on mission 
to better know God and make God known. Our primary goal was to establish as many routines as possible so that we 
could consistently see people during their day-to-day lives in the city. For me, this looked like grabbing breakfast at the 
same local cafe every Monday morning. Through this, I was able to get to know the owner and some of the employees 
on a deeper, more personal level. I learned the importance of relationship when sharing the Gospel. The culture in San 
Francisco was very different from anything I was used to in Louisiana, and people usually did not lend a very genuine 
listening ear if you did not have some sort of connection with them. We developed similar routines like this to carry out 
every single day for the six-week period we were there! Along with this “intentional missional living” as GenSend calls 
it, we were serving in local food banks to help feed the houseless population. This looked like anything from sorting 
and bagging donated food to handing out masks to folding donated clothes. We were able to interact with the houseless 
people of San Francisco and meet their physical needs while also showing them the love of Christ. These people do not 
experience love very often, so it was really a unique experience to be able to show them the selfless love the Lord has 
for us through service. We also served with a church plant whic is one of Temple’s partners. It was so powerful to see 
the Lord’s faithfulness in the beginning stages of this church. Being a part of the behind-the-scenes work of the church 
was so fun and also really rewarding. Realm Church is growing and constantly pointing people to Christ. Throughout 
my time serving this summer, the Lord really showed me the power of prayer. I learned the importance of truly praying 
without ceasing and, as Paul talks about in Philippians, the peace that surpasses all understanding when we bring our 
anxieties to God. The Lord is doing big things in San Francisco and the Bay Area, and it was such a blessing to be a part of 
it for those six weeks. I am so grateful for my time in San Francisco this summer, and I am so grateful to Temple Baptist 
Church for sending me and praying for me this summer!
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Our Newest Member Candidates

Layne & Danielle Smith 
(9 a.m. Blended) Also Pictured: Landree Smith 

Lily Bissell 
(9 a.m. Blended)

Erin Daring
(9 a.m. Blended)



Label here

Week-at-a-Glance
September 5-16 - LA Baptist Children’s Home Fall Food Round-Up 
September 12-19 - Week of Prayer for State Missions -  
  Georgia Barnette Offering

Sunday, September 12 - Welcome Back Sunday
9 a.m. - Blended Worship; livestream at live.temple.life 
 (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship (GS);
 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship | Baptism (Sanctuary); 
 livestream at live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); 
 Sunday School for all ages
4 p.m. - Sunday School Leadership Meeting
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs)

Wednesday, September 15
4 p.m. - Blood Drive (LifeShare Bus) 
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $4/person, $2/child under 8,  
 $12 max/family; Chicken Fried Steak); 
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (YR); Children’s M3 (Music, Missions, 
 & More) (JP)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study (FH); Men’s Bible Study (Rm 256);  
 Women’s Bible Study (Rm 252); Ready to Launch - Parenting Bible  
 Study (Chapel)
6:45 p.m. - Bahamas Mission Trip Interest Meeting (Rm 76); Temple  
 College Freshmen Bible Study (Rm 216)
7 p.m. - High School Worship (YR)
8 p.m. - Temple College MidWeek (Sanctuary)

Thursday, September 16
2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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