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Well, I did it. I joined a Fantasy Football League. Now mind 
you, my league is only made up of four family members—
Leslie, Hayes, Rhett, and me. So far, Hayes leads the way 
with a record of 2-0, followed by Leslie (1-1) and Rhett (1-1), 
and of course, yours truly finds himself at the bottom with no 
wins (0-2). May I just say that I hate this game! Or perhaps 
I should say I hate losing! You may not know this, but my 
family is competitive. Whether it is Fantasy Football, a game 
of Rook or Canasta, a round of H-O-R-S-E in basketball, 
or even laser tag in the front yard, everybody in my family 
likes to win.  During college basketball’s March Madness, the 
competition rises to heightened stakes as Abigail, Ainsley, 
and my mother-in-law join our pool. (NOTE: As far as I know, 
I have never allowed my mother-in-law to beat me! And you 
are right, I wouldn’t tell you if she did!). To be honest, we do 
have fun playing different games, but there are also times 
that our competitive natures lead us to frustration and even 
conflict. In that moment, we have to pull back and gain some 
perspective. We may have created a league with teams, but we 
are still family (yes, even my mother-in-law!). And nothing 
should break the bond of family!

I couldn’t help but think how that applies to the family of 
God as well. Through the week, we scatter out at different 
workplaces and schools. Maybe some of us work at competing 
engineering firms, hospitals, educational institutions, 
physical therapy sites, or other such companies. Maybe you 
literally compete against each other in football, basketball, 
softball, baseball, or cross country. Such competition can be 
good as it pushes us to higher standards and goals, but no 
business efforts or sporting event should separate a family—
especially the family of God. Remember Paul’s admonition: 
“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. . . . “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. . . . 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male or female; for you are all one in Christ there is neither male or female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. . . . Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and Jesus. . . . Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and 
if a son, then an heir of God through Christ” (Galatians 3:26, if a son, then an heir of God through Christ” (Galatians 3:26, 
28; 4:7 NKJV)28; 4:7 NKJV). No matter how the culture seeks to divide 

us, no matter how controversies try to consume us, and no 
matter how Satan attempts to destroy us, we must remember 
that through faith we have one Father and one family! And 
together, we must stand in righteousness and love.  

Every day, I recognize how grateful I am to be a part of the 
Temple family specifically. We are not perfect . . . after all, we 
have an imperfect pastor (I can testify!). However, we are a 
family truly seeking to grow in Christ, connect in community, 
and engage in mission. Lately, we have seen many people 
continue to return to worship, many new families joining 
us, and many baptisms taking place (about twenty-five in 
the last month). Our Sunday worship and Wednesday night 
studies have been phenomenal. I say all of this in order 
to recognize the Spirit of God’s work among us. Only He 
could be accomplishing such great things in the midst of the 
challenges and difficulties before us! I praise Him and exalt 
Him for His goodness to our faith family! And with you, I 
pray for His continued movement within us.

Though we are scattered during the week, I look forward 
to being gathered with you this coming Sunday. We will 
worship together in music and song as Jeremy, Zach, 
and their respective teams lead us. (Soon, our Blended 
Worship Service attendees will even hear our new organist,  
Dr. Daniel HueyDr. Daniel Huey.) We will take the Lord’s Supper as a family, 
we will hear God’s Word, we will give our offerings to the 
Lord, and we will have a chance to respond to His revelation.  
I hope you will join us as come together.

On a final note, please mark your calendar for October 17. On October 17. On 
that Sunday at 4 p.m., we will honor Mrs. Margie Hearn for that Sunday at 4 p.m., we will honor Mrs. Margie Hearn for 
her fifty years of service to Templeher fifty years of service to Temple. Although I will say more 
later, I am grateful that she has been so faithful as our pianist 
through these fifty years. And how blessed we are to hear her 
play! Now, she is not going anywhere right now, so don’t think 
that! She has got a lot of notes left in her. This is simply a time 
where we will rightly honor her, so make plans to attend.

Temple family, I love you! Always! See you Sunday!

The Pastor’s Perspective
Dr. Reggie Bridges

A weekly newsletter for all active members of Temple Baptist Church

TIDINGS



Fall has officially arrived as of September 22 and hopefully will be bringing cooler weather and some fall colors. These 

have been unusual days (how about months and months). Please continue to pray for our church as we seek to reach out 

to our community with the good news of Jesus. 

Our Senior Adult Fall (not Summer) Bible Study is only a few weeks away. I am looking forward to Dr. Argile 

Smith being with us October 24-27. He will be with us on Sunday night, October 24, for our first session. We will meet 

in the Sanctuary at 6 p.m. Monday-Wednesday sessions will be from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Chapel. Lunch has been 

planned for Monday and Tuesday in Fellowship Hall following the Bible Study.

Argile is going to be leading us through a study of the Epistles of John. He is such a gifted teacher and always brings so 

much great insight into the Word of God. Mark your calendar and plan to join us for this exciting study. We are glad that 

his wife, Connie, can join us again for the study.

A small group of our folks will be leaving after Sunday School on Sunday, October 10, to attend the Celebrators 

Conference in Pigeon Forge. Please keep us in your prayers as we travel and as we participate in the three days of 

conference. We will return to Ruston on Friday, October 15.

In case you missed our September luncheon, Terry Slawson, from Seeker Springs Ministry presented our program. Their 

mission: “Seeker Springs is a Christ-centered ministry, set apart in God’s creation to provide life changing opportunities 

for people to seek God and serve others.” Pray for this ministry as they continue to reach out to others in the name of 

Christ. 

From The Minister of Pastoral CareFrom The Minister of Pastoral Care
Dale Oden



Life Choices of North Central LouisianaLife Choices of North Central Louisiana, one of our church’s local missions partners, is celebrating 25 years of ministry is celebrating 25 years of ministry 

this yearthis year! Life Choices NCLA is a Christian pro-life ministry proclaiming the love of Christ and providing practical, 

emotional, and spiritual assistance to women and families who face pregnancy and abortion-related issues. In the 25 

years Life Choices has served our community, there have been 52,448 total client visits, 18,823 individuals served, 

10,585 pregnancy tests, and 2,369 ultrasounds. The Lord has truly blessed Life Choices. Through the hard work of its 

team members and support from our community, especially our local churches, Life Choices has been able to be an 

advocate for life. 

On September 30September 30, Life Choices will celebrate at the 2021 Annual Banquet2021 Annual Banquet, located on the campus of Louisiana Tech in 

the Davison Athletic Complex. This year’s celebration will look different, as there will be two opportunities to support: 

a luncheon-style banquet at 11:30 a.m. and a traditional banquet at 6:30 p.m.a luncheon-style banquet at 11:30 a.m. and a traditional banquet at 6:30 p.m. Comedian and Pro-life speaker, Mike 

Williams, will bring his humor and encouraging testimony to this year’s event. We are blessed to be able to support Life 

Choices! Let’s pray the Lord continues to use this ministry for His glory!

the family of Doyce Hammons,  
grandmother of Toby (Jacqueline) Hammons, 
great-grandmother of Garrett Spearman and  
Gavin Hammons; the family of Elsie Spiller, 

wife of Ed; the family of Betty Lucas.

Minister of Community EngagementMinister of Community Engagement
George Lee, IV
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Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, September 26
9 a.m. - Blended Worship | Lord’s Supper (Sanctuary) ; livestream at 
 live.temple.life (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship | Lord’s 
 Supper (GS); Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship | Lord’s Supper (Sanctuary); 
 livestream at live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); Sunday School 
 for all ages
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship | Lord’s Supper (The Springs)

Tuesday, September 28
7 p.m. - Young Adult Worship (The Depot)

Wednesday, September 29
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $4/person, $2/child under 8,  
 $12 max/family; Meatloaf); 
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (YR); Children’s M3 (Music, Missions, 
 & More) (JP)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study (FH); Men’s Bible Study (Rm 256);  
 Women’s Bible Study (Rm 252); Ready to Launch - Parenting Bible  
 Study (Chapel)
6:45 p.m. - Temple College Freshmen Bible Study (Rm 216)
7 p.m. - High School Worship (YR)
8 p.m. - Temple College MidWeek (Sanctuary)

Thursday, September 30
2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)
4 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.
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