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Stewardship. The concept and practice is captured in
one statement: God owns everything, and He has placed
us as managers/stewards over His possessions. Think
of it. The Lord God of heaven is the Creator, Sustainer,
and Possessor of all things; He owns everything we can
see and that we cannot see. What a mindboggling truth!
But what is perhaps even more difficult to comprehend is
that this same God has placed us in a position to manage
His creation for His kingdom purposes. He has put us in
charge, and He expects us to use it wisely and effectively.
Kingdom management is expected in all areas of
our lives (i.e., our talent, tithe, and time) and in every
sphere of our existence (i.e., personal and corporate).
Through our own individual efforts as well as our corporate
endeavors as a church, we should aim to use the Lord’s
funds to extend His work. Indeed, we should manage
His resources toward the goal of seeing every individual
“growing in Christ, connecting in community, and
engaging in mission.” Of course, correct “management”
flows from a compassionate heart. In describing the
investments we make in heaven, Jesus Himself pointed
out that your treasure follows your heart’s desire. Randy
Alcorn summarizes such significance: “God wants your
heart. He isn’t looking just for ‘donors’ for His kingdom,
those who stand outside the cause and dispassionately
consider acts of philanthropy. He is looking for disciples
immersed in the causes to which they give. He wants people
so filled with a vision for eternity that they wouldn’t dream
of not investing their money, time, and prayers where they
will matter most.” Amen! And Amen! When our hearts
are seized by the love and purpose of God’s agenda, we
manage His resources to fulfill His vision!
Why do I mention this topic this week? Because next
Wednesday, November 3, at 6 p.m., our church
leadership will present the Proposed 2022 Budget.
Already, you should have received it via email or postal
mail. If not, please stop by Guest Services to get a copy.

Our Finance Committee, headed by Ivin Hood, has done
their due diligence in praying to the Lord, asking relevant
questions, probing possible alternatives, and proposing
specific solutions. What they bring forth represents a
cumulative between staff, committees, and others to
manage the Lord’s resources well. In particular, you may
note an increase in personnel. A portion of the increase
reflects a full-time counselor that has joined our staff.
To me, this is one of the most significant moves we have
made in ministry in quite awhile—and one of the most
encompassing! We have seen over forty unique individuals
come through our center since July; and of these clients,
they have ranged in age from eleven to seventy-two.
Technically, these resources have been added to the
personnel section of our budget; but no doubt, they could
have been easily classified as ministry to “the least of
these.” Hurting people have been helped and continue to
recieve help by solid, biblical counsel! And you are having
a part through your consistent financial support!
As we steward God’s possessions, we embrace the Lord’s
character of generosity and grace. Again, Randy Alcorn
described it perfectly: “My friend, Dixie Fraley, told me,
‘We’re most like God when we’re giving.’ Gaze upon Christ
long enough, and you’ll become more of a giver. Give long
enough, and you’ll become more like Christ.” We will never
outgive God, nor should we try. He is the most cheerful
Giver in the universe! Yet, we can mirror that attribute
as we give accordingly. Thank you, my friends, for your
reflection of God’s giving spirit each week!
Finally, I hope that you will mark your calendar for
Sunday, November 14, at 5 p.m. as we gather in
Fellowship Hall for a meal and fellowship. It has
been a long time since we have had such a time to connect
together, and I hope that you will join with your faith
family to give thanks to God for the blessings He has
allowed us to manage!

Minister of Community Engagement
George Lee, IV

Serving Others through Love: A couple of weeks ago, Dr. Reggie preached on Galatians 5:13-15 and discussed the
liberty we have in Christ and how we are called to serve one another through love. Dr. Reggie concluded his sermon with
a challenge to engage in mission by serving one another in love. To spark some ideas for serving, an insert was provided
in the Order of Worship that suggested several practical things church members could do during the week. Some of our
church family shared stories about serving this past week:
“Our family was going through the drive thru at Starbucks, and we remembered Dr. Reggie asked us to serve others
this week. We asked the barista if we could pay for the vehicle behind us, and she looked shocked. My wife mentioned
that we just wanted to be a blessing to them. We actually felt like serving/loving the car behind also witnessed to the
barista at the drive thru window…something so simple for us was huge to someone else.”
“I was in line at the grocery store and the guy in front of me had a credit card that wasn’t working. He needed to run to
his car to get another card. He left all of his groceries at the register and apologized to me for the delay. As soon as he
ran off, I thought about the challenge we were given to serve others. I knew God was making it clear that this was an
opportunity share His love with someone else. I paid for the groceries (which weren’t a ridiculous amount of money!).
By the time, the guy was coming back into the store, the cashier was pulling the receipt off of the printer. I asked her to
give it to him, and he looked at her. He looked at me, and I said ‘God bless you!’ I probably could’ve followed him out to
pray with him or talk to him about Jesus, but I didn’t. I’ll work on that for next time :)”
Isn’t it encouraging to read these stories! I know that we were encouraged to serve one another through love last week,
but we should always ask the Lord to help us be aware of opportunities to show and share His love with others. Maybe
you, your family, or Sunday School class couldn’t do any of the things on the insert last week. Well, we still have time! As
long as the Lord has given us another day, we have an opportunity to engage in mission through serving others in love!
I’d love to hear your stories as the Lord leads you to serve in our community. (318-255-3745/george@temple.life)

2021 Deacon Nominees (10 to be selected)
Jody Adams

Ron Adams

Daniel Barnes

Fred Benefield

Mack Blake

Mike Brister

Mike Collie

David Darland

Robert Davis

Don Hogan

Gabe Hogan

John Hood

Ben Humphries

Max James

Tommy Ledford Jr.

Mitchell Maxwell

Randy McWhorter

Graham Morris

Eddie Moss

Chad Newsom

Jim Oakes

Jeff Robinson

Eddie Robison

Glenn Scriber

Cullen Simmons

Mike Stone

Chris Taylor

Galen Turner III

Dustin Whitlock

Zach Williams

Matt Woodard
Vote is Sunday, November 7

Welcome to the Family!

Lauren Dowden
(Baptism)

Andrew Bellucci
(Baptism)

the family of Larry Penix, father of Layne
(Danielle) Smith and grandfather of Landree;
the family of Rachel Calahan.

Morgan Shaw
(Baptism)

Jack Lanam
(Baptism)

Caleb St. Pierre
(Baptism)

Volunteers needed for
Operation Christmas Child Relay Center
November 15-21
Contact The Journey Place Office to sign up.

From The Minister of Pastoral Care
Dale Oden

Sunday night was the first session of our annual Senior Adult Bible Study. Dr. Argile Smith from Biloxi, Mississippi,
introduced the writings of the Apostle John that we know as the Epistles of John. Argile always has such wonderful
insights to the scriptures. We had over 100 in attendance Sunday evening. I am looking forward to the morning sessions
as we walk through these very inspiring words from the Bible. Fellowship was one of the themes found in the first chapter
of 1 John.
And we had plenty of fellowship on that first night and are looking forward to some more times as we study these special
letters. Thanks to our Kitchen Crew for providing lunch for those in attendance on Monday and Tuesday. A wonderful
time of great fellowship and delicious food always make for a lot of fun. Also, I would like to express my appreciation to
Argile for coming to be with us for the past ten years. His wife, Connie, was able to join us for part of the week: she is
always a delight to have with us. Hopefully, they can join us in 2022.
Another big event for Senior Adults was our recent trip to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. We attended the Celebrators Conference
where 8,500-9,000 folks were in attendance. It was a very uplifting experience for all of our group. The preaching and
the music were outstanding all throughout the conference. Some have asked me to put the 2022 conference on our
Church Calendar and hope that we can take a bus load next year. Be watching for the details.
I hope that some of our folks will make the trip to Dallas, December 16-17, to work in the Operation Christmas
Child Processing Center. We were unable to go last year because of COVID. This year we will work a four-hour shift
on Thursday afternoon and return home on Friday.
Sunday, October 17, was a very special day for me as the church recognized four staff anniversaries. I am grateful to God
for allowing me to serve this congregation for the past 45 years. And I am thankful for the recognition and the monetary
gift that was presented to me. Temple folks are the best!
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Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, October 31
9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary) ; livestream at live.temple.life
(Blended Worship); the gathering Worship (GS); Sunday School for
all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at
live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); Sunday School for all ages
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs)
Monday, November 1
6:30 p.m. - Mary Martha Women on Mission (Rm 56)
Wednesday, November 3
9 a.m. - Friendship International (Rm 49)
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $5/person, $3/child under 8,
$15 max/family; Menu: Soup Bar)
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (YR); Children’s M3 (Music, Missions, &
More - JP)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study | Informational Meeting for 2022
Budget (FH); Men’s Bible Study (Rm 256); Women’s Bible Study
(Rm 252)
6:45 p.m. - Temple College Freshmen Bible Study (Rm 216)
7 p.m. - High School Worship (YR); Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
8 p.m. - Temple College Midweek (Sanctuary)
Thursday, November 4
2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)
4 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)
5 p.m. - Senior Adult Game Night (FLC)
Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.

