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The temple of the Spirit. The citizenry of the Kingdom. The 
body of Christ. The building of the Lord. The family of God. 
Each of these analogies provides a different perspective of 
the church and its dynamic. In truth, the biblical metaphors 
are rich in their offerings. They complement one another 
in message and inform us in mission. Stop for a moment 
and contemplate what each one says about us. From the 
reality of His indwelling presence to the recognition of His 
supreme authority, the images teach us who we are and 
whose we are. They remind us of our relationship to one 
another, our corporate nature, and our unity. They bless 
us with understanding and motivate us in fellowship.   

Perhaps my favorite of the analogies above is simply “the 
family of God.” I love the intimacy of relationship that the 
terminology implies. Through Christ’s sufficient work, 
we are brothers and sisters! The Father has adopted us 
and brought into His family; therefore, we belong in a 
love relationship with Him and each other. No matter 
the difficulties we face as a family, we are still blood kin—
through the blood of Jesus!

When Leslie and I moved from North Mississippi to South 
Mississippi a few years ago, we discovered the import of 
the family of God. For the first time, we had been separated 
from our physical families. We knew that the Lord had 
called us to seminary, but such familial distance created 
anxiety for us. Of course, we learned to depend more on 
Him. We also relied more on one another. But when God 
connected us with the church, we knew we had family. We 
found relationships, service, care, shared mission, and so 
much more. And since that day, we have never taken for 
granted the faith family with whom He has called us to 
serve.  We have been and continue to be blessed!

As I look around at my Temple family today, I see the Lord 
adding to our number. Each Sunday, we have more visitors 

who worship and study with us. Just this past week, we 
had more people on campus than we have had since 
before the pandemic began! But it is not just about people 
sitting in pews. Too many churches are simply concerned 
about that. Our faith family met to exalt Christ and grow 
in His likeness. The worship itself was phenomenal as our 
choirs led us; the sense of expectation filled the room as 
His Spirit manifested Himself among us. Wow! What a 
family gathering!

Through our intentionality, we are not only growing 
in number; but, we are maturing in character. Whether 
through small groups like Sunday School or through 
men’s/women’s retreats, God is working to build up our 
family members. For example, some fifty ladies committed 
the past weekend to grow closer to Christ and to each 
other. And transformation happened! I’m seeing that life 
change happen across the Temple family. None of us are 
where we want to be; but, thanks to Him, we are making 
progress through the power of His Spirit!

We also continue to share the same desire to engage in 
mission. We may do it individually as we have a gospel 
conversation during the day, or we may do it collectively 
by sending Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoeboxes 
overseas. We get to come together to celebrate that 
mission each week; and, as we will this coming Sunday, 
we can pray for God to use our efforts to bring salvation.

And sometimes, we need only to enjoy each other. I hope 
that you will do just that this coming Sunday evening 
at 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for our Thanksgiving Meal. 
The only agenda for that night is simply to connect with 
our multigenerational family. We really don’t get many 
of these moments throughout the year, so I pray you will 
make the most of this opportunity. Let’s come together as 
a family! See you Sunday!   
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“Follow Me”-Jesus. Matthew 18:19 That simple, but powerful, invitation has mesmerized me for years. This is the call Jesus 
used as He was recruiting His first disciples, and this is the walk of life that Jesus invites us into every day. It seems simple (and I 
think He intends it to be); but we often can mess it up in life. When I do, I’m thankful that God’s mercies are new every morning. 
He is still calling you and me to follow Him every day no matter our failures, our circumstances, or our feelings. 

I’m reminded how the Pharisees and Sadducees took the Ten Commandments, applied their superior and deeper knowledge 
to them; and before you knew it, they had over 600 commands to obey. Talk about a burden! They thought they had it all 
figured out. They thought they knew exactly how to follow God and how to live. Then Jesus came along and really taught us by 
summarizing all ten commandments into just two commands: Love God and Love People. If you will fulfill these two, you 
will obey them all. I love how He made the complicated, simple and the overwhelming, light. We know He was more than just a 
teacher, but what a teacher He is. If I’m not careful I can quickly become like the Pharisees and make following Jesus way more 
complicated than it should be. I get weighed down, overthink, and become frustrated with my lack of doing or following.

The disciples followed Jesus about as closely as possible for those three years. They accepted His invitation and obeyed Him. 
They lived and traveled with Him all over and were with Him day and night most of that time. They didnt follow perfectly, and 
neither do we. Jesus isn’t surprised by that, yet He still invites us along. How closely are you actually following Jesus? How are 
you loving God and loving people? When we are bored with God or frustrated with our walk, it often comes back to us not really 
following Him. We may be going to church, but apart from that, we are doing our own thing and not really loving God the way 
He deserves. These are a few questions that have been on my mind and heart this Fall. Thanks for letting me share them with 
you, and I hope they encourage you to accept Jesus’ invitation for the first time or to follow Him more closely.

Congratulations to:
Randy and DeWanna Crouch on the birth of their grandson,

Rhett William Brammeier; Phil and Susan Whitlow 
on the birth of their grandson, Oliver Morris Whitlow.

A thank you card has been received from...
Wes, Presly, Briley, and Cullen Howard 

(Located on the bulletin board in the Library window)
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As of Monday, we are one third of the way to our shoebox goal of 600 for Operation Christmas Child. Remember that 
Temple boxes are due this Sunday. We will be hosting the Operation Christmas Child Drop-Off Center November 15-21. 
We still have a few spots open for volunteers. Call The Journey Place Office if you would like to volunteer. If you pack a 
shoebox online, please let us know so we can include it in our count.

Moms Connect meets Monday, November 15.  If you need childcare, please sign up online at events.temple.life.

Family Ornament Party is December 2 at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Registration is required this year. Register 
online at events.temple.life to be a part of this fun family Christmas tradition.

Join us on December 8 for our  M3 Children’s Choir Christmas Program in the gathering.

the family of David Passon, husband of Ouida 
and father of Zach; the family of Becky Pickett, 

sister of Connie Acklin.

The Journey Place
Tiny Trekkers & Summit Kids

Sally Hearn

 2021 Newly Elected Deacons

Jody Adams Ron Adams

Mike Brister David Darland

Robert Davis Don Hogan

Ben Humphries Mike Stone

Galen Turner III Matt Woodard



Label here

Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, November 14
9 a.m. - Blended Worship | Operation Christmas Child Box Dedication (Sanctuary) ; 
 livestream at live.temple.life (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship | 
 Operation Christmas Child Box Dedication (GS); Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship | Operation Christmas Child Box Dedication |  
 Baptism (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); 
 Sunday School for all ages
11:30 a.m. - Fall College Mission Trip Meeting (FLC)
12 p.m. - Christmas Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
5 p.m. - Church-wide Thanksgiving Meal and Fellowship (FH); The Springs Worship 
 (The Springs)
Monday, November 15
9:30 a.m. - Moms Connect (JP)
Tuesday, November 16
11:45 a.m. - Senior Adult Luncheon (FH)
Wednesday, November 17
9 a.m. - Friendship International (Rm 49)
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $5/person, $3/child under 8, $15 max/family; 
 Menu: Balance Brought Forward)
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (YR); Children’s M3 (Music, Missions, & More - JP)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study (FH); Men’s Bible Study (Rm 256); Women’s 
 Bible Study (Rm 252)
6:45 p.m. - Temple College Freshmen Bible Study (Rm 216)
7 p.m. - High School Worship (YR); Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm); Orchestra 
 Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Thursday, November 11
2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)
4 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)
Novermber 11-18 - Bahama Mission Trip        November 15-21 - OCC Relay Center

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.
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