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The devoted Quaker, Thomas Kelly, once said, “People 

nowadays take time far more seriously than eternity.” 

How true! Too often, I find myself more concerned about 

my responsibilities and time restraints than I do about 

the actual eternal significance of my life. And I am the 

preacher!! You would think it would be easy for me to 

focus entirely upon eternal matters; but like you, I can 

allow the everyday activities of life to become distractions. 

Thankfully, the Lord often nudges my thoughts back to His 

priorities and His plan through His Word. Just recently, 

He has challenged me to plan intentionally for moments 

where I stop, pray, and listen. I am becoming increasingly 

aware of the necessity for Him to work in me before He 

can work through me. My hope is that His Spirit will 

stir in you in a similar way and that you will commit to 

slip away regularly from the busyness of life and pray 

(i.e. commune) with the Father. After all, God is not just 

concerned about the present moment; He is building us 

for eternity!  

And thank the Lord for eternity! Over the past few weeks, 

I have been confronted with death time and time again. 

So many friends and members of our spiritual family have 

been ushered into the Lord’s presence. Even as I wrote 

this article, I received word that “Mr. Tommy” passed 

away suddenly. You may not have known Mr. Tommy, but 

I assure you that my family did. For several years, my kids 

looked at him as a surrogate grandfather. As a matter of 

fact, he would show up at their school on Grandparents’ 

Day to make sure they had someone there! But that 

wasn’t all! He was always there to support the kids. Last 

Thursday specifically, he drove up to Ruston to see Rhett 

play basketball; and before he left, he told Hayes that he 

would be back in January to watch him in a school drama. 

But now, he has realized eternity. And for us, we have been 

reminded that life is a vapor that appears for a little while 

and then vanishes away (James 4:14).

I am so grateful that the Lord has allowed me to pursue His 

eternal agenda with you, my church family. I continue to 

sense an eternal dynamic at play among us as we worship, 

serve, and even fellowship together. We have been taking 

eternity seriously. Let’s continue that work. Remain 

faithful my friends! Keep making the worship services a 

priority! Keep inviting friends and family members to join 

you for Bible study! Keep representing the gospel to those 

in the community! Keep eternity in focus!

Over the next few days, we will have moments to pause and 

reflect upon His work in us and through us. My hope is that 

we will take advantage of these times, refocus ourselves 

on what is important, and thank Him for His incredible 

grace. Pray for the staff and me that we minister in power. 

And lift me up as the Lord gives me this opportunity to 

serve as President of our Louisiana Baptist Convention. 

So grateful for who you are and for what you mean to me! 

See you Sunday!
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This is it! It is hard to believe that the Fall Quarter is over. As you read this, students will be finishing their last finals. Over, Done, 

Finished. On November 18, 48 college students will be boarding planes to West Palm Beach, Boston, and San 

Francisco. They will spend the first part of their Thanksgiving break serving in urban outreach centers, local churches, and 

community centers. Beyond helping in the holiday season, these students will be getting a small glimpse into church planting in 

these strategic areas. It is our prayer that this break will have a future impact. It is our prayer that these 48 will double and this 

summer, the glimpse will become a full vision of God using these students in these cities and others. We hope that you will join 

us in this prayer. We know that the harvest is plentiful and the workers are few, so join us and “pray to the Lord of the harvest.”

College ConnectionCollege Connection
Casey Casady



I felt a tug on my heart one Wednesday night when Casey Casady talked about Temple recently partnering with the San 
Francisco/Bay Area GenSend location. I immediately started telling the Lord all the reasons I couldn’t go: finances, my 
dog, leaving two jobs behind, my sorority, and more. Deep down, I knew that if I was telling the Lord all the reasons I 
couldn’t go, it meant I should go. He made a way through Temple Baptist Church. It is the church’s faithfulness to giving 
and our mission statement that I was able to experience the best summer of my life. Here are a few things I learned.

I grew in my knowledge and love for diversity. In the San Francisco Bay Area, there are so many different 
ethnicities and socioeconomic classes. I learned the most from people completely different from me. Our church body 
represented those differences, and serving at food pantries gave me insight about the people to whom Christ would not 
shy away. I believe the Lord showed me a glimpse of what heaven will be like, surrounded by all different kinds of His 
people.

While reading Acts over the summer, the Lord taught me just how dependent we need to be about prayer.  
I learned that I needed to pray before every encounter, every serving opportunity, and every time I passed brokenness.  
I needed to pray with anticipation for the Lord to hear me, see me, and have His will accomplished in San Francisco just 
as in Ruston. For so long, I prayed just to say I had prayed. I became dependent upon prayer because even if things didn’t 
change situationally, my heart did every time.

Lastly, I gained insight on how to live my life missionally. When I first arrived in the city, I wrestled with the 
Lord and our team leadership because I was confused about why we weren’t sharing the Gospel every minute of every day 
to every person we passed. I discovered how to be led in the Spirit, and I had to develop relationships during missional 
patterns which gave people trust in me. When people trust you, they’re more receptive to what you’re passionate about.

Because Temple’s church body says “yes,” I feel as though I can say “yes” to whatever the Lord is tugging on my heart to 
do. Thank you, Temple Baptist Church. I know the Lord is not through using my life for His mission.

A thank you card has been received from...
Kathy Crawford Howard; Kelly and Sara Brantley 

(Located on the bulletin board in the Library window)

the family of Lynda Mills, wife of Charles, mother 
of Cindy (Robroy) Wilday, Drake (Ann Marie) Mills, 

and Darryl (Becky) Mills, and grandmother of  
Justin (Elyse) Mills, Tyler Mills, Nicholas Wilday, Morgan Mills, 

and Garrett Mills,  great-grandmother of Brooklynne Parker-Mills 
and Emersyn Mills; the family of Emma Lou Beard.

Neighbors and NationsNeighbors and Nations
Emily Cook

   

Welcome to the Family!

Owen Guerrero 
(Baptism)

Robert Napper 
(Letter)

Jeff Gill and 
Joan Gill (not pictured) 

(Letter)

Morgan Griffin 
(Baptism)
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Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, November 21

9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary) ; livestream at live.temple.life 

 (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship  (GS); Sunday School 

 for all ages

10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship | Parent/Child Dedication (Sanctuary); 

 livestream at live.temple.life (the gathering Worship); Sunday School 

 for all ages

4 p.m. - Deacons Meeting (Chapel)

5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs); Grade 6 Sunday School Party 

 (Youth Rm)

Wednesday, November 24

12 p.m. - Church Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

Thursday, November 25

Church Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

Friday, November 26

Church Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

November 15-21 - OCC Relay Center (November 22 - OCC Delivery)

Novermber 18-23 - Temple College Fall Mission Trip

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.
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