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Wow! What an awesome time we have experienced over 
the past few days! Last week, the Lord worked in our 
hearts through the Holy Week Bible study as we had 
incredible crowds coming together at lunch to reflect on 
the significance of the cross. I personally was renewed 
through those moments, and I sense you were as well! 
Our Easter egg hunts brought families together for some 
fellowship and community. I loved seeing all the people 
connecting with each other in conversation. And then, 
Easter Sunday! Across our campuses, we saw over 1600 
individuals fill our worship services as we declared the 
power of the resurrection! The celebration was dynamic, 
and the excitement was evident. No doubt, Jesus Christ 
was exalted as the Risen One!

Of course, the power of Christ is not only an Easter Sunday 
experience; but it is also a daily reality. Through His 
transforming presence, we have strength to go about our 
lives Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday. He lives, and that means we can live an 
abundant life. I pray you have known the power of the 
resurrection even this week in your families, your jobs, 
and your activities!

We know that a lot of “out-of-town families” were visiting 
us this past Sunday; but as our staff met on Monday, we 
also noted many local individuals who were here for the 
first, second, or even third time. As you can imagine, the 
staff is working to follow up with these families; but I would 
encourage you to reach out to those you may have seen.  
Invite them to connect with a group in Sunday School. Go 
out to lunch with them. Take them a pie (maybe a lemon 
icebox!). Just make contact! We want people to feel the 
welcoming presence of Christ through us.

As I turn to the week ahead, I can’t fully explain how 
excited I really am. Sure, you can tell I’m still experiencing 
the spiritual heights of the past week, but I am also 
looking forward to the coming weekend as we host Dr. 
John King and his family in view of a call as our next 

Minister of Missions and Recreation. Yep, you read that 
correctly! John was our first Minister of Missions here 
at Temple from November 2010 until July 2016. After 
he left, he first served as the Cross-cultural Mobilization 
Pastor at Hope Church, Las Vegas, Nevada. Now he is 
the Director of Mobilization, Spiritual Life at California 
Baptist University, Riverside, California. Prior to his initial 
service here at Temple, John served with the International 
Mission Board in the Middle East.

For those who have known or ministered with John, they 
can attest to his heart for missions and his skill in carrying 
out the mission work. He truly does exhibit passion and 
professionalism in his ministry. And while we were blessed 
to have him a few years ago, John will bring back an even 
greater spectrum of ministry having served in various 
mobilization contexts the past few years. Some of you may 
have even noticed that I referred to him as Dr. John King. 
That is because he graduated from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary this past December with his Ph.D. 
in Missions. His dissertation was focused on a biblical, 
theological, and missiological analysis of short-term 
mission partnerships.

John’s wife and true ministry partner, Angela, will be here 
this weekend with their children: James, Andrew, and 
Gloria. I pray you will take advantage of the opportunities 
to meet them as you discern the Lord’s will. I truly believe 
he will lead us to greater effectiveness in missions and 
ministry here at Temple! Thanks to our Minister of 
Missions and Recreation Search Committee for their 
diligence and wisdom in the work. That committee is 
comprised of Matt Barham (Chairman), Katie Hall, Donna 
Hood, Tim McCarthy, Kimberly Robison, Leon Stamm, 
Anna-Kate Tollett, Jason Walsworth, and me.  

God is doing incredible things here at Temple. Let’s 
keep leaning on Him, reaching out to others, giving 
generously—especially to the Annie Armstrong Offering, 
and being obedient in our daily walk! See you Sunday!
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Parish Pickup: This Saturday, April 23, Ruston, and Lincoln Parish will 

participate in the state-wide effort to “Keep Louisiana Beautiful” by coming 

together to pick up litter in our community from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. This effort 

is a part of Louisiana’s “Love the Boot” week. According to Keep Louisiana 

Beautiful, an organization committed to bringing people together to build 

and sustain a vibrant community, “…an estimated $40 million in taxpayer 

dollars are spent each year on litter removal, abatement, education, and 

enforcement.” The Parish Pickup on Saturday provides our community with an opportunity to step up and make a 

difference in the littering problem faced by our state.

If you’re interested in being involved with the Parish Pickup, you can sign up through the City of Ruston’s website 

(ruston.org) to join a group or plan to pick up litter at a location that has significance to you in our parish. It could be the 

areas surrounding our church, your business, neighborhood, or local park. The objective is to get out and spend some 

time cleaning up our community.

For believers, an effort like this speaks to a greater mandate to be good stewards over what the Lord has entrusted to us. 

We realize that everything belongs to the Lord (Psalm 24:1)! Maybe as we carve out some time to pick up litter, we could 

even pray over our community! There’s so much to be thankful for as I think about where we live…and there’s so much 

we can continue to petition the Lord to do in and through our community. Hopefully, we can all play a part in “Keeping 

Louisiana Beautiful!”   

Minister of Community EngagementMinister of Community Engagement
George Lee, IV



What a beautiful time of the year we are experiencing here in Ruston! Trees are putting on new leaves and flowers are 
blooming all around town. We can see the wonder of God’s world as Spring unfolds around us.

Added to that is the beauty of the Easter season. Isn’t it wonderful that we can gather as the family of God for special 
services at this time of the year? The three days of luncheon and Bible study during Holy Week were such a delightful 
experience for all who attended. And there was a great crowd for all three services. Dr. Reggie really encouraged us with 
insights from the scripture on “The Son, The Savior, and The Sovereign.” We are certainly blessed to have him as our 
Pastor.

The brochures regarding a senior adult trip this Fall were given out at our Senior Adult luncheon on Tuesday of this week. 
If you missed getting one, stop by the Church Office and get one. We will be attending the Celebrators Conference in 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. October 9-14 will be a great week of inspiration and fellowship. The program should be a 
wonderful time of worship at every session. Dr. David Jeremiah will again be the featured preacher for the sessions and 
in music will be led by Charles Billingsley. There will be several concerts over the four days of the conference featuring:  
Sandy Patti, Collingsworth Family, and Michael W. Smith along with a 52-piece orchestra. I believe it will be a fantastic 
trip. We should be able to fill a bus. If you are interested, please get your deposit in as soon as possible. The hotels there 
in Pigeon Forge fill up fast for this conference.

You may have heard that Dr. Reggie and I are hopeful about a trip to the Holy Land in 2023. It will probably be in 
March. Watch for more details later.

A thank you card has been received from...
Ruston Elementary Staff; Sharon and Royce Normon; 

Kathy Hall (Northern Louisaina Medical Center) 
(Located on the bulletin board in the Library window)

the family of Susan Stutson, mother of Lisa Skains and 
Laura (Kirby) Raines, grandmother of Reed; the family 

of David McKneely, brother of Ronny McKneely.

From The Minister of Pastoral CareFrom The Minister of Pastoral Care
Dale Oden

   

 
 

Welcome to the Family!

Lynda Penix 
(Statement)

Reagan Sumrall 
(Baptism)

Open House in the Temple Courtyard 
 (Weather Permitting)

April 24 | 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Stop by on your way to Sunday School or worship 

to see this beautiful space.



Label here

Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, April 24
7:30 a.m. - Deacons Meeting (FH) 
9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life (Blended   
 Worship); the gathering Worship (GS); Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life 
 (the gathering Worship); Sunday School for all ages
4 p.m. - VBS Leadership Meeting (JPMR); Bible Drill (JP)
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs); Handbell Rehearsal (Rm 213B)

Tuesday, April 26
6:30 p.m. - State Bible Drill (Sanctuary)

Wednesday, April 27
9 a.m. - Friendship International (Rm 49)
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $5/person, $3/child under 8, $15 max/family;  
 Menu: Chicken Tenders)
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (YR); Children’s M3 (Music, Missions, & More; JP)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting | Bible Study | Quarterly Business Meeting (FH); 
 Work as Worship Study (Rm 82); Men’s Bible Study (Rm 261)
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm);  
 Temple College Freshman Bible Study (Rm 216)
7 p.m. - High School Worship (YR)
8 p.m. - Midweek (Sanctuary)

Thursday, April 28
2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)

Friday, April 29
6 p.m. - Mother/Son Event (FH)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.
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