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How exciting is it to live with such a significant purpose 
and tremendous mission! We are part of something big, 
something eternal. We are members of a Kingdom whose 
King cannot be stopped! I’m especially grateful to be part 
of a faith family that embraces God-sized, God-inspired 
opportunities and works hard to see His vision realized. 

Over the past few months, the Strategic Planning 
Committee has been praying, seeking, and determining 
the Lord’s will for us over the next few months and years. 
And while their 2022 report is not exhaustive in every 
activity we will engage, it does outline major endeavors 
ahead. Within the report, the committee recommends:

• That the church leverage its influence on this 
generation to focus on developing leaders and future 
ministers to be sent out to reach the next generation 
at local, national, and global levels. 

• That the church develops a five-year plan that will 
address perceived maintenance/renovation needs of 
its current campus and facilities.

• That the church and its leadership investigate ways 
to create new connection points within the current 
campus to foster and encourage personal connections 
and relationships.

• That the church and its leadership continue to 
examine and implement intentional ministry 
programs that will encourage cross-generational 
discipleship, fellowship, and missions.

• That the church and its leadership continue to partner 
with and support local ministries and parachurch 

organizations that are gospel-centered and  
like-minded to help reach our community for Christ.

• That the church will continue to embrace the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s church revitalization efforts 
and look for opportunities to renew gospel work in 
declining or closed churches in North Louisiana. 

• That the church will continue to expand our sending 
capacity by committing to plant a church in a North 
America Send City within the next three years.

• That the church pray and prepare to send out 
multigenerational, long-term teams that will relocate 
to join in God’s global mission of making disciples and 
establishing the church among unreached peoples 
and in unreached places.

Included with each recommendation are specific action 
items that the staff and appropriate committees will take 
to see the goals achieved. I encourage you to read the 
full report at theplan.temple.life. If you can’t access a 
digital copy, then stop by the Church Office and pick up 
a printed copy. The Strategic Planning Committee 
will be available for questions/comments on 
Wednesday, August 17, at 6 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. I hope that you will join us for that time of 
presentation and engagement. And as always, feel free to 
contact me, the staff, or the committee members if you 
have questions after reading through the material. Pray 
with me and commit yourself to participating in these 
exciting days within the Temple family! Above all, give 
thanks for His goodness and greatness as He allows us 
to “expect great things and attempt great things” for His 
Kingdom! See you Sunday! 
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Summer Missions are winding down. We are two weeks away from the return of our summer missionaries serving  

in Boston, San Francisco, and South Florida. We are excited for their return and touched by all the stories we 

already hear from the field. In visiting the San Francisco team last week, I was moved by their love for the community. 

They serve with Realm Church. We were allowed to walk the neighborhood and minister to the large homeless population 

around the Urban Ministry Center in San Francisco. As we walked the community, the missionaries introduced me  

to the homeless people with whom they had already developed relationships earlier in the summer. Several homeless 

people shared their stories and hospitality with the team and me.  We also had the time to visit with Pastor James  

of Realm Church (therealmchurch.com).

 Realm Church is a fantastic community of faith. They serve breakfast to homeless and low-income people  

at 6 a.m. five days a week. In addition to serving meals, they provide a food pantry for low-income families. Realm also 

has had good success with community Bible studies and seeing some community leaders accept Christ, having heard 

the gospel for the first time. As the people come to these programs, they encounter our students and volunteers who are 

willing to pray, share, and love on the people. In a community where gas is seven dollars a gallon, it is easy to understand 

that people need help with the necessities. It is beautiful to know that our students are serving with this impactful church 

and Pastor James. Please pray for Realm Church and all the summer missionaries as they press on to the finish line  

of their service.

Congratulations to:
Ben and Diana Humphries on the birth of their 

granddaughter, Annie Jane Futrell. Hedy Norsworthy on the 
birth of her great-grandson, Case Andrew Brown. 

the family of Gerald Cobb,  
husband of Shirley Cobb. 

College ConnectionCollege Connection
Casey Casady



Our church’s vision statement is, “We exist to see every member: Growing in Christ, Connecting in Community, and 
Engaging in Mission.” For most Christians, it is easy to get on board with the first two. We know we need to be growing 
in Christ; He set us free from sin and has given us life (Romans 6:22). And we know we need to be connecting in 
community; Christ has placed us within His body, and we need each other (1 Corinthians 12:26-27). But engaging in 
mission seems different to many of us. We say things like: “I’m not ready for that.” “Isn’t that someone else’s job?” or  
“I don’t have time for that.”

When I start thinking that engaging in God’s mission is not my responsibility or that I am not equipped for it or that I’m 
too busy, one of the passages I turn to is 1 Peter 2:

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9, ESV) How amazing is that? 
As God’s special possession, those who have been brought from death to life, we have the privilege of proclaiming His 
excellency to others. We get to do things for people and speak words to people that show how amazing our God is! That’s 
why we engage in the mission. And we don’t have to wait until we can quote dozens of Bible passages or take a week of 
vacation. We can do it daily by building relationships at work, in the community, and through recreational activities.

Going on mission trips is just one way to engage in God’s mission, but it can be a great way to set aside time to see 
what God is doing in other places and serve with other church members to meet needs. In August, our New Orleans 
Construction Team will be helping a growing new church construct a facility to reach their community more effectively. 
You don’t have to be an expert craftsman to serve! If you’re interested, please email me (johnk@temple.life) for 
details. Also, we plan to send another mission team to serve with our partners in South Asia this fall. If you are 
interested in learning more, email me (johnk@temple.life).

Neighbors and NationsNeighbors and Nations
Dr. John King

   

Welcome to the Family!

Sawyer Cavin (Baptism)
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Week-at-a-Glance
July 1-31 - Christmas in July 
July 26-28 - Tiny Trekkers Summer Camp
Sunday, July 24
9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life   
 (Blended Worship); the gathering Worship |  
 Parent/Child Dedication(GS); Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship | Baptism (Sanctuary);    
 livestream at live.temple.life (the gathering Worship);  
 Sunday School for all ages
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs); 
 Church Plant Interest Home Group (Ambrose Home)

Tuesday, July 26
12 p.m. - Lunch with John (Youth Room)
6 p.m. - Freedom13 Called to Freedom Event (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday, July 27
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $5/person, $3/child under 8, 
 $15 max/family; Menu: Balance Brought Forward);  
 Temple College Summer Bible Study (FLC)
5:30 p.m. - South Asia Advocacy Prayer Time (Rm 72)
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (Youth Room)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting | Bible Study (FH); Summer Sontastic (JP)
6:45 p.m. - Orchestra Rehearsal (Sanctuary) |  
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
7 p.m. - High School Worship (Youth Room);  
 YA Ladies Bible Study (Rm 252)

Thursday, July 28
10 a.m. - Grade 5 Send Off Party (Lambright Pool)
12 p.m. - Lunch with John (Youth Room)
6 p.m. - Kindergarten Promotion Party (Fellowship Hall)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.
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