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The month of February can invoke panic in a guy’s life as he 
thinks about reservations and gifts for Valentine’s Day. Those 
significant questions like “To which restaurant will we go?” 
abound. And while I am often in that number, I am grateful 
for such a seasonal emphasis. Through the calendar itself, 
I am challenged to pause and intentionally reflect upon my 
relationship with Leslie. And as I do, I recognize how blessed 
I am. You might say that I outkicked my coverage! No doubt, 
God has placed her in my life as both a companion and a 
complement; she is a partner in the ministry itself. 

This time also allows me to give thanks for the relational 
commitments I see within the Temple family. Every Sunday, 
I look out from the pulpit to see couples who understand 
the high value of commitment and who honor their vows to 
one another. Such relational longevity is evident across the 
congregation. I am grateful that God has given health to so 
many of our couples so that they can celebrate anniversary 
after anniversary, and I am also thankful that these couples 
have set an example of love and faithfulness. In truth, their 
stories challenge all of us to live and love steadfastly!

And while I confess that I am not an expert on marriage 
relationships, I recognize the vast Christian resources 
that aid our journey. For example, I found that one author 
offered the following “essentials” in making your marriage 
last: 1) Reserve time for one another at all costs; 2) Spend 
only what you have — financial stress kills romance; 
3) Leave no room for selfishness — be relationship givers 
and not takers; 4) Make sure the “leave and cleave” principle 
takes place (Genesis 2:24); 5) Bring your expectations in 

line with reality — the perfect spouse does not exist; 6) Trust 

one another and build reasonable boundaries — jealousy and 

trust rarely co-exist; 7) Avoid alcohol or substance abuse, 

pornography, gambling and other potential addictions that 

will quickly kill your marriage and your life; 8) Be content 

with having enough — “Give me neither poverty nor riches, 

but give me only my daily bread” (Proverbs 30:8); 9) Think of 

your marriage as a marathon — you will need determination 

and faith to go the distance of a lifetime; and 10) Keep Christ 

at the center and remember His words, “In the world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 

world” (John 16:33). Wise counsel for us all!

Before I close, I am painfully aware that some individuals 

are facing their first, second, third, or more Valentine’s Day 

without their spouses. That temporary separation from their 

life partners is devastating, and often, even debilitating. 

Please take time to intercede for these dear brothers and 

sisters in Christ over these next few days; specifically, ask 

God Himself to fill their emptiness with His extraordinary 

and overwhelming presence. Only He can touch the depths 

of our anguish and remind us that we are not alone—but He 

frequently uses us to be His comforting voice.

Yes, Valentine’s Day is upon us. Guys, hurry to make 

reservations, buy flowers, and get those chocolates. More 

importantly, though, pray that God would strengthen our 

marriages and our families as we recommit to the solemn 

vows we have taken. May our Lord continue to work in all our 

lives this season! See you Sunday!
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Thank you for praying for us during Princess & Warrior Weekend! We ended up with 316 people (250 students and 

66 adults) at this retreat! We’re very thankful for God’s protection and guidance through the cold weather storms, but 

even more thankful for how He worked in the lives of teenagers! The time spent studying God’s Word and in worship 

was incredible and truly life changing! We were able to baptize three youth who were saved during Princess & Warrior 

Weekend this past Sunday, and we still have more to come!

Big thanks to those 66 adults that chaperoned and served as leaders during the retreat! It takes a lot of people to make 

it all happen, and these adults were not just volunteers – they were ministers! I’m extremely thankful for the adult 

volunteers whom I get to minister with in our youth ministry!

Now, we’re already gearing up for the summer! Pray for us as we finalize plans for Junior High Mission Trip, High 

School Mission Trip, and Senior Mystery Trip!

Seniors and parents will meet in the Youth Room this Sunday right after the 10:30 Worship Service to discuss plans 

for the Senior Mystery Trip and SEND Sunday!

A thank you card has been received from...
Denise Stinson

(Located on the bulletin board in the Library window)

Weekday Early Education 
Mother’s Day Out and Preschool

Accepting 2024-25 Registration 
(School year begins August 27) 

from church members 
February 1-23.

For more information, 
contact Gina Holstead, WEEkday Director, 

at gina@temple.life or 255-9506.

Youth MinistryYouth Ministry
John Nugent

Charlotte Mabry Women on Mission
Monday, February 19 | 5:30 p.m.

Hostess: Rachel Gay - 933 Frazier Rd., Ruston
Mission Project: Boston Church Plant

https://www.temple.life/counseling-ministry/


Greetings from Puerto Rico where it is sunny and 84 degrees, even in the middle of winter! Full transparency, I am still 

in Ruston as I type this article, but will be on the mission field by the time you read The Tidings. Thank you all for praying 

for our team of eleven as we serve the Puerto Rican people and meet needs in Jesus’ name. Also, I am thankful for the 

generosity of God’s people who have given to the Ruth Potts Mission Scholarship fund. Our team has benefited from 

your generous gifts; and we appreciate you, church family!

In other news, this Sunday, February 11, is our Game Day Men’s Choir. All men are invited to sing with us.  

We will sing some familiar songs as well as a couple of newer songs that are easy to pick up and learn. Men’s Choir Sundays 

are some of my favorite Sundays, so I encourage you to jump in and sing with us. We will meet Sunday morning at  

8:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary, which will give us plenty of time to rehearse. Men, let’s lift our voices as a battle cry of 

worship to Jesus! He is worthy!

Minister of WorshipMinister of Worship
Jeremy Asher

Congratulations to:
Joe and Cynthia Mitcham on the birth 

of their granddaughter, Eleanora Grace Garvin.
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Welcome to the Family!

Drew and Molly Skains 
(Also pictured - Rivers)

(Letter)

Cliff and Elizabeth 
(Betty) Rogers 

(Letter)



Label here

Week-at-a-Glance
January 28 - February 11 - SOUPer Bowl of Caring

Sunday, February 11 
9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at live.temple.life;   
 Contemporary Worship (Gathering Space); Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary); livestream at 
 live.temple.life; Sunday School for all ages
11:30 a.m. - Senior HIgh School Parent Meeting (Youth Rm)
4 p.m. - Bible Drill (JPMR)
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs)

Monday, February 12
6 p.m. - Mary Martha Women on Mission 

Wednesday, February 14
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Cost: $5/person, $3/child under 8, 
 $15 max/family; Menu: Chicken and Dumplings)
5:45 p.m. - Junior High Worship (Youth Rm)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting | Bible Study (FH); Children’s M3 (JP) 
7 p.m. - High School Worship (Youth Rm); Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal   
 (Choir Rm)

Thursday, February 15
2 p.m. - GriefShare (Rm 216)

Saturday, February 17
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Upward Games (FLC)

Broadcast Hours: Sundays: 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY); 9 and 10:30 a.m. livestream (live.temple.life)
Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday 2:30-4 p.m.
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