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HONOR THE DISHONORABLE 
 
Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that 
Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, 
and Saul’s officers as well.   When the men were returning home 
after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all 
the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and 
dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they 
danced, they sang:  “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his 
tens of thousands.” 
(1 Samuel 18:5-7) 
 
This made Saul very angry. “What’s this?” he said. “They credit 
David with ten thousands and me with only thousands. Next they’ll 
be making him their king!” So from that time on Saul kept a jealous 
eye on David.   The very next day a tormenting spirit[a] from God 
overwhelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his house like a 
madman. David was playing the harp, as he did each day. But Saul 
had a spear in his hand,  and he suddenly hurled it at David, 
intending to pin him to the wall. But David escaped him twice.   Saul 
was then afraid of David, for the Lord was with David and had 
turned away from Saul. 
(1 Samuel 18:8-10) 
 

ü ________________ 

ü ________________ 

ü ________________ 

ü ________________ 

ü ________________ 

 
Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to David privately and 
say, ‘Look, the king likes you, and his attendants all love you; now 
become his son-in-law.’”   Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king 
wants no other price for the bride than a hundred Philistine 
foreskins, to take revenge on his enemies.’” Saul’s plan was to have 
David fall by the hands of the Philistines. 
(1 Samuel 18:22, 25) 
 
Saul now urged his servants and his son Jonathan to assassinate 
David. (1 Samuel 19:1) 
 



 

 
Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: “As surely as 
the Lord lives, David will not be put to death.” 
(1 Samuel 19:6) 
 
But an evil spirit from the Lord came on Saul as he was sitting in his 
house with his spear in his hand. While David was playing the lyre, 
Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but David 
eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David 
made good his escape. (1 Samuel 19:9-10) 
 
So David escaped and went to Ramah to see Samuel, and he told 
him all that Saul had done to him. Then Samuel took David with him 
to live at Naioth. (1 Samuel 19:18) 
 
So David and Abishai went right into Saul’s camp and found him 
asleep, with his spear stuck in the ground beside his head. Abishai 
whispered to David. “Let me pin him to the ground with one thrust 
of the spear; I won’t need to strike twice!” 
(1 Samuel 26:7-8) 
 
“Hey, Abner! How long do I have to wait for you to wake up and 
answer me?”  Abner said, “Who’s calling?”  “Aren’t you in charge 
there?” said David. “Why aren’t you minding the store? Why 
weren’t you standing guard over your master the king, when a 
soldier came to kill the king your master? Bad form! As God lives, 
your life should be forfeit, you and the entire bodyguard. Look 
what I have—the king’s spear and water jug that were right beside 
his head!” (1 Samuel 26:15-16 MSG) 
 
 
 

1. David chose to see ________________ in Saul. 
 
 
He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to 
my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the 
anointed of the Lord.” (1 Samuel 24:6) 
 
This day you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered 
you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I 
spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is 
the Lord’s anointed.’ See, my father, look at this piece of your robe 
in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you.  
(1 Samuel 24:10-11) 
 
When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your 
voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud. (1 Samuel 24:16) 
 
 
 

2. David trusted that God _________________ Saul.   
 
May the Lord judge between you and me. And may 
the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will 
not touch you. (1 Samuel 24:12) 
 
 
 

 


