
HISTORY WITH A MESSAGE

The books of Kings are historical accounts of God's

people - the good and the bad, their triumphs and

their tragedies.

These stories have a bigger purpose, too.  We know

that the stories of the Old Testament have been

written for us (1 Corinthians 10:11) to teach, rebuke,

correct and train us in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16).

In the story of Solomon, we see  great wisdom and

great folly, we see true obedience and utter rebellion

from God's ways. Ultimately, we see the need for the

true King from the line of David: our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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HOW TO USE THESE DEVOTIONS

These devotions should take 5-10 minutes, 5 times

a week. You will need your Bible and a pen and a

quiet place to reflect on God's word.

Pray before you read the passage, asking that God

will speak to you. Pray after you have finished

reading that God will help you live out what you

have learned.
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WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION TO KINGS

 

WEEK 2: GOD'S KING WILL REIGN

 

WEEK 3: SOLOMON'S EARLY DAYS

WEEKLY REFLECTIONS

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below
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This week, we're going to look at some passages

that give us background into Israel's kings.

1 SAMUEL 8

THE ORIGIN OF ISRAEL'S KINGS
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Romans 8:28-29
We know that all things

work together for the

good of those who love

God: those who are

called according to His

purpose. For those He

foreknew He also

predestined to be

conformed to the

image of His Son, so

that He would be the

firstborn among many

brothers. Vs 6-8: How have God's people rejected him?

What has their rejection led them to do?

Vs 9-18: What surprises you about this list? Why

do you think God's people still wanted a king?

Even though the request was sinful, God still

used the Kings for his purposes. What does this

tell you about God? (Romans 8:28-29)

Vs 5; 19-20: Why do God's people want a King?

What is wrong with their request?



Vs 16: Why shouldn't the King acquire lots of

horses? What might it lead him to do?

Vs 16: Why were alliances with Egypt forbidden?

Vs 17: What risks were associated with acquiring

many wives?

Vs 17: Why do you think God's King wasn't

allowed to amass large amounts of wealth?

Vs 18-20: What was the King commanded to do?

How would that help him and his successive sons?

DEUTERONOMY 17:14-20

COMMANDS FOR GOD'S KING
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Psalm 119:9-11
How can a young

man keep his way

pure? By keeping

Your word.  I have

sought You with all

my heart; don’t let me

wander from Your

commands.  I have

treasured Your word

in my heart so that I

may not sin against

You.

The wisdom for Kings can also apply to us. Reflect

on how you can draw near to God this week

(Psalm 119:9-11).



Saul was appointed as the first King over Israel. In

this passage, we see where he fails to fulfil God's

requirements for the king.

Vs 3: What is God's command to Saul?

Vs 9: How does Saul disobey?

Vs 13; 20: What does this verse tell you about how

much attention Saul has paid to God's

commandments?

Read Deuteronomy 17:18-20. What will be the

consequences of Saul's disobedience?

1 SAMUEL 15:1-29

THE FIRST KING FAILS
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Deuteronomy 17:18-20
When he takes the throne

of his kingdom, he is to

write for himself on a scroll

a copy of this law, taken

from that of the Levitical

priests.  It is to be with

him, and he is to read it all

the days of his life so that

he may learn to revere the

Lord his God and follow

carefully all the words of

this law and these decrees  

and not consider himself

better than his fellow

Israelites and turn from the

law to the right or to the

left. Then he and his

descendants will reign a

long time over his

kingdom in Israel.

Matthew 4:4
Jesus  answered, “It is

written: Man must not live

on bread alone but on

every word that comes

from the mouth of God.”

God's King was to pay careful attention to God's

word and his commands. Matthew 4:4 shows us

how Jesus - God's true King - revered God's word.

Pray that God will help you revere God's word

rightly, too.



God makes a promise to David about a

descendant who will come from his line. What will

this descendant be like?

2 SAMUEL 7:8-16 

THE TRUE KING OF GOD'S PEOPLE
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2 Timothy 2:8
Keep your attention on

Jesus Christ as risen from

the dead and descended

from David. This is

according to my gospel.

2 Corinthians 1:18-20
As God is faithful, our

message to you is not

“Yes and no.” For the Son

of God, Jesus Christ, who

was preached among you

by us—by me and Silvanus

and Timothy—did not

become “Yes and no”; on

the contrary, a final “Yes”

has come in Him. For

every one of God’s

promises is “Yes” in Him.

Therefore, the “Amen” is

also spoken through Him

by us for God’s glory.

Read through the promise again. How much will

be done by God?

Vs 16: From your knowledge of the Old Testament,

how do you know that this promise isn't referring to

a literal kingdom?

Look at Paul's summary of the Gospel (2 Timothy
2:8). Why do you think he chose to summarise the

good news like this?

Give thanks that on this side of the cross, we know

how God has fulfilled his promises in Jesus (2
Corinthians 1:18-20).



Even though David was a more faithful king

than Saul, he still sinned, just as we all do (the

full story is in 2 Samuel 11-12).

This Psalm was written by David in response to

his sin. 

Read the Psalm, making note of the requests

David makes of God to deal with his sin.

How does this Psalm point forward to Jesus?

(see Hebrews 4:14-16)

PSALM 51

THE KING'S SIN AND REPENTANCE
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Read the Psalm again, making note of all the

ways Jesus fulfils David's requests.

Spend some time reflecting on all the benefits

that we have in Jesus.

Hebrews 4:14-16
Therefore, since we have a

great high priest who has

passed through the

heavens—Jesus the Son of

God—let us hold fast to

the confession. For we do

not have a high priest who

is unable to sympathize

with our weaknesses, but

One who has been tested

in every way as we are, yet

without sin. Therefore let

us approach the throne of

grace with boldness, so

that we may receive

mercy and find grace to

help us at the proper

time.



The picture of King David in 1 Kings 1 is not the

one we are most familiar with. 

What ways does the author highlight that

David is no longer able to rule his people?

1 KINGS 1:1-31

THE PRETENDER TO THE THRONE

W E E K  2  -  D A Y  1

What did Absalom and Adonijah do to go

against God's promise? (see 2 Samuel 7:12)

Vs 5-6: How did David contribute to Adonijah's

sin?

What do we learn from the story of Adonijah

about God's power over all Kings?

Give thanks that God demonstrated his power

by raising Christ from the dead and seating him

in the heavens far above all earthly powers

(Ephesians 1:20-21)
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2 Samuel 15:10; 13
Then Absalom sent

messengers throughout the

tribes of Israel with this

message: “When you hear

the sound of the ram’s

horn, you are to say,

‘Absalom has become king

in Hebron!’”

{...}

Then an informer came to

David and reported, “The

hearts of the men of Israel

are with Absalom.”

2 Samuel 7:12
When your time comes and

you rest with your fathers, I

will raise up after you your

descendant, who will come

from your body, and I will

establish his kingdom.

Ephesians 1:20-21
He demonstrated this

power in the Messiah by

raising Him from the dead

and seating Him at His

right hand in the heavens—

far above every ruler and

authority, power and

dominion, and every title

given, not only in this age

but also in the one to

come.

Verse 6 reminds us that David's son Adonijah is

Absalom's younger brother. Why is this

important? (see 2 Samuel 15:10; 13)   



Read through the whole passage. What

words/phrases make is seem like David is the one

who is making Solomon King?

1 KINGS 1:32-53

GOD'S KING IS ON THE THRONE

W E E K  2  -  D A Y  2
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Vs 46: What word in this verse tells you Adonijah was

never truly king?

Chapter 1 ends on a cliffhanger with Adonijah's fate

unclear. What do you think will happen next? Why?

Give thanks that in the story of Solomon's coronation

we see that God keeps his promises. Give thanks that

every promise of God is "yes" in Christ Jesus (2
Corinthians 1:20).

Vs 48: Who truly made Solomon King? Why is this

important? (2 Samuel 7:12)

2 Samuel 7:12
When your time comes

and you rest with your

fathers, I will raise up after

you your descendant, who

will come from your body,

and I will establish his

kingdom.

2 Corinthians 1:20
For every one of God’s

promises is “Yes” in Him.

Therefore, the “Amen” is

also spoken through Him

by us for God’s glory.



Have a look at David's final words to his son

Solomon. What parts of the speech surprise

you? Why?

1 KINGS 2:1-12

WORDS FROM ONE KING TO ANTOHER
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Vs 1-4: What does David want Solomon to

prioritise? Why is this so important?

Is it possible for Solomon to perfectly obey

God's law?  (Hint: 1 Timothy 1:8-11).

How are we to reconcile David's death with his

words in Psalm 16:10, "For You will not abandon

me to Sheol; You will not allow Your Faithful

One to see decay." (Hint: Acts 2:29-31)

Give thanks that through David and Solomon

we can clearly see God's plan for Jesus, our

Lord, our King and our Saviour.

1 Timothy 1:9-11
We know that the law is

not meant for a righteous

person, but for the lawless

and rebellious, for the

ungodly and sinful, for the

unholy and irreverent, for

those who kill their fathers

and mothers, for

murderers, for the sexually

immoral and homosexuals,

for kidnappers, liars,

perjurers, and for whatever

else is contrary to the

sound teaching based on

the glorious gospel of the

blessed God, which was

entrusted to me.

Acts 2:29-31
Brothers, I can confidently

speak to you about the

patriarch David: He is both

dead and buried, and his

tomb is with us to this day.

Since he was a prophet, he

knew that God had sworn

an oath to him to seat one

of his descendants on his

throne. Seeing this in

advance, he spoke

concerning the

resurrection of the

Messiah.



Vs 12: This verse echoes 2 Samuel 7:11b-13 when

God makes promises to David about his

descendants. What does this connection tell you

about Solomon's rule?

1 KINGS 2:12-25

ESTABLISHING SOLOMON'S RULE
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2 Samuel 7:11b-13
The Lord declares to you:

The Lord Himself will

make a house for you.

When your time comes

and you rest with your

fathers, I will raise up

after you your

descendant, who will

come from your body,

and I will establish his

kingdom. He will build a

house for My name, and I

will establish the throne

of his kingdom forever.

2 Samuel 16:21-22
Ahithophel replied to

Absalom, “Sleep with your

father’s concubines he

left to take care of the

palace. When all Israel

hears that you have

become repulsive to your

father, everyone with you

will be encouraged.” So

they pitched a tent for

Absalom on the roof, and

he slept with his father’s

concubines in the sight of

all Israel.

Read back through 1 Kings 2:5-12 from yesterday.

Whose name is missing in the list of people that

David wants Solomon to avenge? Why is this

important?

Vs 13-17: This may seem like an odd request from

Adonijah. How does Absalom's behaviour when he

tried to take his father' David's throne shed light

on the reason for Adonijah's request? (see 2
Samuel 16:21-22)

Vs 22-25: How did God use the sin of Adonijah to

protect Solomon's rule and reign?

Give thanks that God's sovereign goodness and

power is so strong that even human sin and can

be used by him for a good purpose.



Vs 46: This passage ends with another

reminder of God's promise to King David to

establish the rule of his son (see 2 Samuel
7:11b-13). 

How does this help make sense of what

happens to Abiathar, Joab and Shimei?

1 KINGS 2:26-46

THE KING'S ENEMIES ARE REMOVED
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2 Samuel 7:11b-13
The Lord declares to you: The

Lord Himself will make a

house for you. When your

time comes and you rest

with your fathers, I will raise

up after you your

descendant, who will come

from your body, and I will

establish his kingdom. He

will build a house for My

name, and I will establish

the throne of his kingdom

forever.

Psalm 110:1
This is the declaration of the

Lord to my Lord: “Sit at My

right hand until I make Your

enemies Your footstool.”

David wrote Psalm 110. How does this Psalm

show God's favour to the faithful Kings of

Israel?

How does the established kingdom of Solomon

point to an even better king with an even

better kingdom?

What warnings do these passages hold for

those opposed to God's king?

Give thanks to God that the successes of the

Kings of Israel point to an even greater King

with an even more powerful rule and reign: Our

King and saviour Christ. Pray for friends and

family opposed to God's king that they will

turn to him and be saved.



What command for Israel's King has Solomon

disobeyed by allying with Egypt and marrying the

Pharaoh's daughter? Why did God command this?

(see Deuteronomy 17:15b-16).

1 KINGS 3:1-3

A WARNING SIGN

W E E K  3  -  D A Y  1
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Deuteronomy 17:15b-16
Appoint a king from your

brothers. You are not to set

a foreigner over you, or one

who is not of your people.

However, he must not

acquire many horses for

himself or send the people

back to Egypt to acquire

many horses, for the Lord

has told you, ‘You are

never to go back that way

again.'

Deuteronomy 12:2-5
Destroy completely all the

places where the nations

that you are driving out

worship their gods—on the

high mountains, on the

hills, and under every

green tree. Tear down their

altars, smash their sacred

pillars, burn up their

Asherah poles, cut down

the carved images of their

gods, and wipe out their

names from every place.

Don’t worship the Lord

your God this way. 

 Instead, you must turn to

the place Yahweh your

God chooses from all your

tribes to put His name for

His dwelling and go there.

What does this say about where Solomon puts his

trust for the safety of his Kingdom? Why is his lack

of faith surprising?

 

(Hint: think back to last week's studies about who

established Solomon's Kingdom in the first place).

Read Deuteronomy 12:2-5. What were the high

places? What did they represent? Why did God

want them destroyed?

Vs 3: What is interesting about this verse?

Solomon is a complex figure. He is a King who

loves God but as we will see, a man of flaws and

sins. Give thanks that God's word has examples of

people who are flawed, just as we are.



vs3-4: What jumps out as in interesting detail

in this narrative that you wouldn't expect?

(Hint: think back to yesterday's study).

1 KINGS 3:3-15

GOD'S PROMISE TO SOLOMON
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Proverbs 15:33
The fear of the Lord is

what wisdom teaches,

and humility comes before

honor.

James 1:5-8
Now if any of you lacks

wisdom, he should ask

God, who gives to all

generously and without

criticizing, and it will be

given to him. But let him

ask in faith without

doubting. For the doubter

is like the surging sea,

driven and tossed by the

wind. That person should

not expect to receive

anything from the Lord. An

indecisive man is unstable

in all his ways.

vs 6-8: How does Solomon describe God? What  

parts of his character does he focus on? What

things that God has done is he thankful for?

Look at the wording of Solomon's request in vs
9. Look at God's response in vs 12. What is the

heart of wisdom according to these verses? 

 (see also Proverbs 15:33)

vs 13-14: God gives more than Solomon asks,

but he also expects something from Solomon.

Why do you think this is?

Read through James 1:5-8. Spend some time

reflecting on areas of your life you'd like

wisdom for and pray to the God who promises

to give wisdom generously to all who ask.



Vs 15: What is the first thing Solomon does after

God answers his prayer for wisdom? What does

this tell you about the result of true wisdom?

1 KINGS 3:15-28 

WISDOM APPLIED
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This passage is one of the most famous stories

from Solomon's reign. What strikes you as you

read though it?

for Solomon?

for Israel?

vs28: What is the outcome of this story...

What does true wisdom look like for Christians? 

 Does it look like wisdom for everyone?

(1 Corinthians 1:19-20, 22-25).

Give thanks that in God's wisdom our words of

salvation seem foolish to those who don't believe,

uet they have the power to save.

1 Corinthians 1:19-20, 23-25

For the message of the

cross is foolishness to

those who are perishing,

but it is God’s power to us

who are being saved. For

it is written: I will destroy

the wisdom of the wise,

and I will set aside the

understanding of the

experts. Where is the

philosopher? Where is the

scholar? Where is the

debater of this age? Hasn’t

God made the world’s

wisdom foolish? 

[...]

For the Jews ask for signs

and the Greeks seek

wisdom, but we preach

Christ crucified, a

stumbling block to the

Jews and foolishness to

the Gentiles. Yet to those

who are called, both Jews

and Greeks, Christ is God’s

power and God’s wisdom,

because God’s foolishness

is wiser than human

wisdom, and God’s

weakness is stronger than

human strength.



Vs 20-21: What do these verses show about

God's promises? (see Numbers 14:8; 1
Chronicles 22:9)

1 KINGS 4:1-28

THE KING'S WEALTH (AND GOD'S FAITHFULNESS)
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Although Solomon is indeed blessed, what

detail in these verses is concerning? (see

Deuteronomy 17:16-17).

This passage describes a rare time of rest for

God's people (see vs. 25). What rest is there for

Christians to look forward to? 

Give thanks that God is faithful to his promises

even when we are disobedient. Give thanks

that the rest that awaits us in heaven is far

greater and more permanent than the brief

rest Israel experienced under Solomon.

Numbers 14:8
If the Lord is pleased with

us, He will bring us into

this land, a land flowing

with milk and honey, and

give it to us.

1 Chronicles 22:9
But a son will be born to

you; he will be a man of

rest. I will give him rest

from all his surrounding

enemies, for his name will

be Solomon, and I will

give peace and quiet to

Israel during his reign.

Deuteronomy 17:16-17
However, he must not

acquire many horses for

himself or send the

people back to Egypt to

acquire many horses, for

the Lord has told you, ‘You

are never to go back that

way again.’ He must not

acquire many wives for

himself so that his heart

won’t go astray. He must

not acquire very large

amounts of silver and gold

for himself.



vs29-21: Which of God's promises to Abraham do

these verses remind you of? (see Genesis 12:1-3)

2 KINGS 4:29-34; PROVERBS 2:1-22

SOLOMON'S WISE SAYINGS
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Genesis 12:1-3
The Lord said to Abram:

Go out from your land,

your relatives, and your

father’s house to the land

that I will show you. I will

make you into a great

nation, I will bless you,

I will make your name

great, and you will be a

blessing.  I will bless

those who bless you,

I will curse those who

treat you with contempt,

and all the peoples on

earth will be blessed

through you.

The benefits of wisdom:

The source of wisdom:

The warnings to the unwise and disobedient:

Read Proverbs 2, making note of what it says

about:

True wisdom is God's word rightly applied and

lived out. The ultimate example of this is the life of

Jesus. What about Jesus' life helps you understand

how to interpret the promises of wealth and

prosperity from Solomon's life and proverbs?

Pray that God will help you seek his word and

learn the wise way to live it out in your life.




