
A CHURCH LIKE ANY OTHER

Many of the struggles of first-century Christians aren't all that

different from the ones we face in Australia today over 2000 years

later. The book of 1 Corinthians makes that clear.

We first learn about the Corinthian church in Acts 18. The apostle

Paul, along with several fellow-workers, preached the gospel in

Corinth and "many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed and

were baptised" (Acts 18:8). 

Although Paul was instrumental in establishing the church, the

Corinthians also were influenced by other teachers. As we will see,

certain groups started to form around these teachers. Some teachers

were followed closely while the authority of other teachers was

questioned and even ignored. Corinth was a church divided (1:12).
 

Another key issue in the church was that the Corinthians were

grappling with the "foolish" (1:18) message of the Gospel and the fact

that following Jesus made them seen as "the world's garbage" (4:13).

There is indeed much wisdom in this book for us today.

Yet, despite their faults, Paul opens the book by reminding the

church of their identity in Christ: they are "sanctified in Christ Jesus

and called as saints" (1:2) they "do not lack any spiritual gift" (1:7) and

that God will strengthen them so that they "will be blameless in the

day of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1:8). This book is a reminder that

although Christians and churches may struggle, God is always at

work. How encouraging!1 
C

O
R

IN
TH

IA
N

S
 1

-4

HOW TO USE THESE DEVOTIONS

These devotions should take 5-10 minutes, 5 times a week. You will

need your Bible and a pen and a quiet place to reflect on God's word.

Pray before you read the passage, asking that God will speak to you.

Pray after you have finished reading that God will help you live out

what you have learned.
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WEEK 1: PAUL'S OPENING MESSAGE

 

WEEK 2: GOD'S GREAT WISDOM 

 

WEEKLY REFLECTIONS

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below
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WEEK 3: BUILDING THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH

 

WEEK 4: PAUL'S STERN WARNINGS

 

WEEKLY REFLECTIONS

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below

Make a note of the key things you learned this week below

1J A N N A L I  B I B L E  D E V O T I O N S

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 - 4

 



1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-3

PAUL'S GREETING

W E E K  1  -  D A Y  1  
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1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Paul, called as an apostle

of Christ Jesus by God’s

will, and Sosthenes our

brother: To God’s church

at Corinth, to those who

are sanctified in Christ

Jesus and called as saints,

with all those in every

place who call on the

name of Jesus Christ our

Lord—both their Lord and

ours. Grace to you and

peace from God our

Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ.

What does Paul highlight about the Corinthians? 

Other translations use the phrase "called to be

holy" instead of "called as saints". What do you

think the Corinthians are called to be and do?

According to Paul, what unites all Christians?

Why is this important?

Spend some time reflecting on verse 3. What

does it mean to you? Why is Grace and Peace so

important for those who are in Christ?

Paul's greetings tend to highlight themes that will

appear throughout his letters.

What does Paul highlight about himself in his

greeting? Why do you think that is?



Vs 4-5: What does Paul thank God for? Why do

you think he chose these things?

If you knew nothing about the Corinthian

church apart from Paul's words here, what kind

of behaviour would you expect to see if you

visited them?

Vs 7-9: English doesn't have a plural version of

"you" (unless you're from the American South

and use the word y'all!). 

How does it change your reading to highlight

the fact Paul is making these promises to the

whole church - particularly verse 7 (see also 1
Cor 12:4-11)?

vs 8: Does "blameless" mean "sinless"? If not,

then what does it mean? (see Galatians 3:11)

1 CORINTHIANS 1:4-9

PAUL'S THANKSGIVING
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1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Now there are different gifts,

but the same Spirit. There are

different ministries, but the

same Lord. And there are

different activities, but the

same God activates each gift

in each person. A

demonstration of the Spirit is

given to each person to

produce what is beneficial: to

one is given a message of

wisdom through the Spirit,

to another, a message of

knowledge by the same

Spirit, to another, faith by the

same Spirit, to another, gifts

of healing by the one Spirit,

to another, the performing of

miracles, to another,

prophecy, to another,

distinguishing between

spirits, to another, different

kinds of languages, to

another, interpretation of

languages. But one and the

same Spirit is active in all

these, distributing to each

person as He wills.

Galatians 3:11
Now it is clear that no one is

justified before God by the

law, because the righteous

will live by faith.

Think of some Christians in your life that you are

thankful to God for. Spend some time using

some of Paul's words from this passage to give

thanks to God for them.



Paul's opening words remain true even though the

Corinthian church is far from perfect.

What is causing division in the church? Why do

you think this is?

Vs 13: What are the answers to Paul's hypothetical

questions? What is Paul highlighting in these

verses?

Vs 17: What strategy did Paul use when he was in

Corinth? Why do you think he did this?

Often, Christians get overwhelmed when

presented with the opportunity to talk to friends

and family about the good news of Jesus. How

does Paul's example (and Romans 10:8b-13)

encourage you?

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-17

PAUL'S MESSAGE
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Spend some time praying for opportunities to

share the simple, beautiful truth of Jesus with

someone today or later this week.

Romans 10:8b-13
The message is near you,

in your mouth and in your

heart. This is the message

of faith that we proclaim:

If you confess with your

mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and

believe in your heart that

God raised Him from the

dead, you will be saved.

One believes with the

heart, resulting in

righteousness, and one

confesses with the mouth,

resulting in salvation. Now

the Scripture says,

Everyone who believes on

Him will not be put to

shame, for there is no

distinction between Jew

and Greek, since the same

Lord of all is rich to all who

call on Him. For everyone

who calls on the name of

the Lord will be saved.



Vs 18: Why is the message of the cross foolishness

to those who are perishing?

Can you think of an example of how the gospel

has been treated this way in movies, TV or popular

culture?

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25

PAUL'S FOOLISH WISDOM
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2 Corinthians 4:3-7
But if our gospel is veiled,

it is veiled to those who

are perishing. In their

case, the god of this age

has blinded the minds of

the unbelievers so they

cannot see the light of

the gospel of the glory of

Christ, who is the image

of God. For we are not

proclaiming ourselves but

Jesus Christ as Lord, and

ourselves as your slaves

because of Jesus. For God

who said, “Let light shine

out of darkness,” has

shone in our hearts to

give the light of the

knowledge of God’s glory

in the face of Jesus Christ.

Treasure in Clay Jars

Now we have this

treasure in clay jars, so

that this extraordinary

power may be from God

and not from us.

.

Vs 18: Without knowing what Jesus did by dying

on the cross, would you describe him as showing

God's power? Why/Why not?

Vs 21: Why did God show his power in Jesus' death

and communicate this power in a "foolish"

message? (see also 2 Corinthians 4:3-7).

Spend some time reflecting on verse 25 and pray

to our amazing, powerful and wise God.



Vs 26: What is the "calling" Paul refers to? (see
Ephesians 4:1-6).

Vs 27-28: What has God chosen to do? Why?

Vs 29: Why is there no grounds for boasting?

(see Ephesians 2:8-10).

1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31

PAUL'S BOASTING
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J A N N A L I  B I B L E  D E V O T I O N S

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 - 4

 

6

Vs 30-31: the word "boast" can also be

translated as "glory" or "praise". What are some

reasons Paul gives to glory in and praise God?

Give thanks for the righteousness,

sanctification, and redemption we have in

Christ.

Ephesians 4:1-6
Therefore I, the prisoner

for the Lord, urge you to

walk worthy of the calling

you have received, with all

humility and gentleness,

with patience, accepting

one another in love,

diligently keeping the

unity of the Spirit with the

peace that binds us. 

 There is one body and

one Spirit—just as you

were called to one hope

at your calling— one Lord,

one faith, one baptism,

one God and Father of all,

who is above all and

through all and in all.

Ephesians 2:8-10
For you are saved by grace

through faith, and this is

not from yourselves; it is

God’s gift— not from

works, so that no one can

boast. For we are His

creation, created in Christ

Jesus for good works,

which God prepared

ahead of time so that we

should walk in them.



In the Roman world, public speaking was

treated like how some Aussies treat sport:

somewhere between religion and must-see TV.

The "superstars" were the best, most persuasive

speakers.

In this context, how is Paul's Gospel-preaching

method counter-cultural? (see Acts 18:1-5)

1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-5

GOD'S POWERFUL GOSPEL

W E E K  2  -  D A Y  1

Vs 5: Who is at work when people respond to

the Gospel? 

Spend some time reflecting on God's power.

Pray for opportunities to share about Jesus. Pray

that when you do you will remember that God is

at work and that you don't need brilliant speech

or wisdom to talk about his son.
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Acts 18:1-5
After this, [Paul} left Athens

and went to Corinth, where

he found a Jewish man

named Aquila, a native of

Pontus, who had recently

come from Italy with his

wife Priscilla because

Claudius had ordered all

the Jews to leave Rome.

Paul came to them, and

being of the same

occupation, stayed with

them and worked, for they

were tentmakers by trade.

He reasoned in the

synagogue every Sabbath

and tried to persuade both

Jews and Greeks. When

Silas and Timothy came

down from Macedonia, Paul

was occupied with

preaching the message and

solemnly testified to the

Jews that Jesus is the

Messiah.

Why did Paul choose to preach the Gospel in

this way?



When Paul was writing, what did the "wisdom of

this age" say about Jesus' life, ministry and death?

1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-9

GOD'S HIDDEN WISDOM

W E E K  2  -  D A Y  2
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Vs 6: The "mature" are contrasted with the "wisdom of

this age". Based on the rest of this passage, what do

you think Paul means by "mature"?  (see Colossians
1:24-19).

Spend some time reflecting on how the message of

the life, death and resurrection Jesus changes how we

read key events from the Old Testament (e.g., the

promises to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3; the promises

to David in 2 Samuel 7:11-16; the promise of the new

covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Give thanks to God that his wisdom, once hidden, has

now been revealed to you. You can use verse 9 as part

of your prayer.

What does the "wisdom of this age" today say about

Jesus' life, ministry and death? Is it any different to

Paul's day? If so, how?

Colossians 1:24-29
Now I rejoice in my

sufferings for you, and I

am completing in my

flesh what is lacking in

Christ’s afflictions for His

body, that is, the church. I

have become its servant,

according to God’s

administration that was

given to me for you, to

make God’s message fully

known, the mystery

hidden for ages and

generations but now

revealed to His saints. God

wanted to make known

among the Gentiles the

glorious wealth of this

mystery, which is Christ in

you, the hope of glory. We

proclaim Him, warning

and teaching everyone

with all wisdom, so that

we may present everyone

mature in Christ. I labor

for this, striving with His

strength that works

powerfully in me.



"These things" Paul refers to is the message of

the Gospel (1 Cor 2:2). How is anyone able to

understand the Gospel (vs 12)? 

1 CORTINIANS 2:10-12

GOD'S SPIRIT

W E E K  2  -  D A Y  3

J A N N A L I  B I B L E  D E V O T I O N S

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 - 4

9

What else does God's spirit enable us to do?

(see Romans 8:8-11).

How do verses 10-12 explain why the Gospel

seems "foolish" to those in the world? (see John  
14:15-18)

Spend some time reflecting on the blessings of

God's spirit (some other passages you might

Like to look up are Romans 5:5; Romans 8:26;

Ezekiel 36:27).

Pray, giving thanks that God revealed the good

news of Jesus to you, and by his spirit, he

helped you understand it.

Romans 8:8-11
Those who are in the flesh

cannot please God. You,

however, are not in the

flesh, but in the Spirit, since

the Spirit of God lives in

you. But if anyone does not

have the Spirit of Christ, he

does not belong to Him.

Now if Christ is in you, the

body is dead because of sin,

but the Spirit is life because

of righteousness. And if the

Spirit of Him who raised

Jesus from the dead lives in

you, then He who raised

Christ from the dead will

also bring your mortal

bodies to life through His

Spirit who lives in you.

John 14:15-18
If you love Me, you will keep

My commands. And I will

ask the Father, and He will

give you another Counselor

to be with you forever. He is

the Spirit of truth. The

world is unable to receive

Him because it doesn’t see

Him or know Him. But you

do know Him, because He

remains with you and will

be in you. I will not leave

you as orphans; I am

coming to you.



Yesterday, we focused on verses 10-12 and saw

how we understood the Gospel message because

of God's spirit. Today, we're going to focus on what

happens when we share the Gospel with others.

Have you ever tried to explain something about

Jesus/God/The Bible/Christian living to an

unbelieving friend and they didn't understand

you. What happened?

1 CORINTHIANS 2:10-16

GOD'S MESSAGE SHARED
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J A N N A L I  B I B L E  D E V O T I O N S

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 - 4

 

1 0

2 Corinthians 4:3-7
But if our gospel is veiled,

it is veiled to those who

are perishing. In their

case, the god of this age

has blinded the minds of

the unbelievers so they

cannot see the light of

the gospel of the glory of

Christ, who is the image

of God. For we are not

proclaiming ourselves but

Jesus Christ as Lord, and

ourselves as your slaves

because of Jesus. For God

who said, “Let light shine

out of darkness,” has

shone in our hearts to

give the light of the

knowledge of God’s glory

in the face of Jesus Christ.

Treasure in Clay Jars

Now we have this treasure

in clay jars, so that this

extraordinary power may

be from God and not from

us

How do verses 13-16 explain why it is hard to

explain the Gospel sometimes? (see also 2
Corinthians 4:3-7)

What comfort is there in verse 13?

Vs 14-15: What two responses do people have to

God's wisdom? Why and how are they different?

Pray that God will give you his words and his

wisdom as you share the Good news of Jesus with

the people in your life. Pray for soft hearts to hear

and respond.



After speaking of God's wisdom, and how

God's spirit reveals God's mind, Paul

concludes by affirming that he and the

Corinthians (and us) have the "mind of

Christ".

1 CORINTHIANS 2:16

GOD'S MIND
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Hymn: 
May the Mind of Christ

Katie Wilkinson (1859-1928)
 

May the mind of Christ, my

Saviour,

Live in me from day to day,

By His love and power controlling

All I do and say.

 

May the Word of God dwell richly

In my heart from hour to hour,

So that all may see I triumph

Only through His power.

 

May the peace of God my Father

Rule my life in everything,

That I may be calm to comfort

Sick and sorrowing.

 

May the love of Jesus fill me,

As the waters fill the sea;

Him exalting, self abasing,

This is victory.

 

May I run the race before me,

Strong and brave to face the foe,

Looking only unto Jesus

As I onward go.

 

May His beauty rest upon me

As I seek the lost to win,

And may they forget the channel,

Seeing only Him.

 

Spend some time reflecting on this hymn

(right). What does the hymn-writer pray

for in order that she may have the mind

of Chirst?

Which verse stands out to you as

something you would like to pray for

yourself? Why?

Spend some time in prayer, using the words

of this hymn as your starting point as you ask

God to help you have the "mind of Christ".



In this chapter, Paul addresses the first of serval

issues facing the Corinthian church. 

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-4

THE CORINTHIANS' IMMATURITY

W E E K  3  -  D A Y  1
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1 Corinthians 2:12-13
 Now we have not received

the spirit of the world, but

the Spirit who comes from

God, so that we may

understand what has been

freely given to us by God.

We also speak these

things, not in words taught

by human wisdom, but in

those taught by the Spirit,

explaining spiritual things

to spiritual people.

Hebrews 5:11-14
We have a great deal to

say about this, and it’s

difficult to explain, since

you have become too lazy

to understand. Although

by this time you ought to

be teachers, you need

someone to teach you the

basic principles of God’s

revelation again. You need

milk, not solid food. Now

everyone who lives on milk

is inexperienced with the

message about

righteousness, because he

is an infant. But solid food

is for the mature—for those

whose senses have been

trained to distinguish

between good and evil.

:

Vs 1-2: What does Paul identify as the root cause

of the issues in Corinth?

What is meant by the word "spiritual" and

"fleshly"? (see 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 from last

week's studies)

What is meant by spiritual milk and spiritual solid

food (see Hebrews 5:11-14)?

What would you consider are markers of Christian

maturity?

Spend some time in prayer and reflection about

your own spiritual maturity. Pray that God will

reveal to you where you are still "fleshly" and pray

for help to live more in tune with God's spirit.



Yesterday, we saw the cause of the Corinthians'

immaturity. Today, we will begin to see what

issues their immaturity caused in the church.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-6

THE CORINTHIANS' DIVISIONS
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Acts 18:24-26
A Jew named Apollos, a

native Alexandrian, an

eloquent man who was

powerful in the use of the

Scriptures, arrived in Ephesus.

This man had been instructed

in the way of the Lord; and

being fervent in spirit, he

spoke and taught the things

about Jesus accurately,

although he knew only John’s

baptism. He began to speak

boldly in the synagogue. After

Priscilla and Aquila heard

him, they took him home and

explained the way of God to

him more accurately

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
When I came to you, brothers,

announcing the testimony of

God to you, I did not come

with brilliance of speech or

wisdom. For I didn’t think it

was a good idea to know

anything among you except

Jesus Christ and Him

crucified. I came to you in

weakness, in fear, and in

much trembling.  My speech

and my proclamation were

not with persuasive words of

wisdom but with a powerful

demonstration by the Spirit, 

 so that your faith might not

be based on men’s wisdom

but on God’s power.

What are some issues that have the potential

to divide people in the Church? Why is it so

important to avoid such divisions?

How were Paul and Apollos different? (see Acts
18:24-26; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5) why would this

tempt the "fleshly" Corinthians to divide into

groups?

Vs 6-7: What were Paul's and Apollos' different

roles in the Corinthians Church? Who was

ultimately at work?

Spend some time reflecting on the different

people God has put in your life to help you

grow in your relationship with Jesus. In

particular, think of how they were different

from each other, and how they helped you in

different ways.

Give thanks for them, and for the blessing of

diversity in the Body of Christ.



What two metaphors does Paul use to describe

the establishment of the Corinthian church? Why

do you think he chose these metaphors?

1 CORINTHIANS 3:5-11

THE CORINTHIANS' CORNERSTONE
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Vs9: Who do the Corinthians ultimately belong to?

Vs 10: Who enables Paul to do his work in the

church?

Vs11: What is the foundation for the church? Why

is this foundation so important? (see also

Ephesians 2:17-22).

Spend some time reflecting on how Jesus Christ

is the cornerstone of your faith. Passages like

Ephesians 1 and Colossians 1:15-23 paint an

amazing picture of all of be benefits of being in

Christ..

Ephesians 2:17-22
When the Messiah came,

He proclaimed the good

news of peace to you who

were far away and peace

to those who were near.

For through Him we both

have access by one Spirit

to the Father. So then you

are no longer foreigners

and strangers, but fellow

citizens with the saints,

and members of God’s

household, built on the

foundation of the apostles

and prophets, with Christ

Jesus Himself as the

cornerstone. The whole

building, being put

together by Him, grows

into a holy sanctuary in

the Lord. You also are

being built together for

God’s dwelling in the

Spirit.



Vs 12-17: These verse contain a strong warning.

The "materials" Paul describes either will or will

not withstand the fire of God's testing. 

1 CORINTHIANS 3:12-17

WARNINGS FOR THE CORINTHIANS' BUILDERS
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What might building on the foundation of

Christ with wood, hay or straw look like? (see 2
Timothy 4:1-5)

What might building on the foundation of

Christ with gold, silver or costly stones look

like?  (see 2 Timothy 4:1-5)

Vs 16-17: Why is it so important to all due take

care when building Christ's people?

Pray that God will help you as you teach others

about Jesus to teach based on his truth which

is found in his word, the Bible.

2 Timothy 4:1-5
I solemnly charge you

before God and Christ

Jesus, who is going to

judge the living and the

dead, and because of His

appearing and His

kingdom: Proclaim the

message; persist in it

whether convenient or

not; rebuke, correct, and

encourage with great

patience and teaching.

For the time will come

when they will not

tolerate sound doctrine,

but according to their

own desires, will multiply

teachers for themselves

because they have an itch

to hear something new.

They will turn away from

hearing the truth and will

turn aside to myths. But

as for you, be serious

about everything, endure

hardship, do the work of

an evangelist, fulfill your

ministry.



Vs 18: What do you think it looks like to be "wise

in this age"? How is such "wisdom" at odds with

God's wisdom?

1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23

THE CORINTHIANS' WISDOM

W E E K  3  -  D A Y  5

J A N N A L I  B I B L E  D E V O T I O N S

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 - 4

 

1 6

Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord

is the beginning of

knowledge; fools despise

wisdom and discipline.

Psalm 19:7-11
The instruction of the

Lord is perfect,

renewing one’s life;

the testimony of the Lord

is trustworthy, making

the inexperienced wise.

The precepts of the Lord

are right, making the

heart glad; the command

of the Lord is radiant,

making the eyes light up.

The fear of the Lord is

pure, enduring forever;

the ordinances of the

Lord are reliable and

altogether righteous.

They are more desirable

than gold— than an

abundance of pure gold;

and sweeter than honey,

which comes from the

honeycomb. In addition,

Your servant is warned by

them; there is great

reward in keeping them.

Vs 18: What would you say to a friend who reads

this verse and decides that in order to be "foolish

so that he can become wise," they never need to

read the Bible, attend church, or go to Bible study

again (see Proverbs 1:7 and Psalm 19:7-11)?

Vs 21-23: Why is it pointless to boast in human

leaders?

Pray that God will help you seek his word and

learn the wise way to live it out in your life.



Vs1: When Paul calls himself a "servant" of

Christ, the Greek word highlights how the

servant is in a lower position to the one who

serves. Why do you think Paul wants to

highlight this? 

1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-5

PAUL'S SERVICE
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Vs 1: When Paul calls himself a "manager", the

Greek word refers to one who manages a

household. Whose household is Paul

managing?

Vs 4: Who evaluates Paul's ministry? Why is this

important?

Vs5: What is the warning in this verse? What is

the encouragement? (see also 1 Corinthians 3:
13)

Spend some time reflecting on your position as

a servant of God in his household. Ask for

wisdom to see how your work is progressing

and to reveal where you may not be in line

with your master's (the Lord Jesus')  will.

1 Corinthians 3:13-15
Each one’s work will

become obvious, for the

day will disclose it,

because it will be revealed

by fire; the fire will test

the quality of each one’s

work. If anyone’s work

that he has built survives,

he will receive a reward. If

anyone’s work is burned

up, it will be lost, but he

will be saved; yet it will be

like an escape through

fire.



When Paul warns that the Corinthians learn

"nothing beyond what is written", scholars aren't

100% sure what he means. One option is that he is

referring to the Old Testament as well as the

Apostles' teaching which points to Jesus.

1 CORINTHIANS 4:6

PAUL'S LIMITS
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Isaiah 29:14
Therefore I will again

confound these people

with wonder after

wonder. The wisdom of

their wise men will

vanish, and the

understanding of the

perceptive will be

hidden.

Jeremiah 9:24
But the one who boasts

should boast in this,

that he understands and

knows Me— that I am

Yahweh, showing faithful

love, justice, and

righteousness on the

earth, for I delight in

these things. This is the

Lord’s declaration

Isaiah 40:13-14
Who has directed the

Spirit of the Lord, or who

gave Him His counsel?

Who did He consult with?

Who gave Him

understanding

and taught Him the

paths of justice?

Who taught Him

knowledge?

Paul has referred to several Old Testament

passages so far in this book. Let's spend some time

looking at them to see how they confirm his

teaching.

Isaiah 29:14: What does this verse tell you about

God's plan to confound the nations?

How does this confirm Paul's teaching about

God's wisdom?

Jeremiah 9:24: What does this verse tell you

about the role of boasting?

How does this confirm Paul's teaching about the

different "groups" in Corinth?

Isaiah 40:13-14: What do these verses tell you

about where all wisdom and knowledge come

from?

Give thanks that from Old Testament to New

Testament God's word is consistent and true.



In this passage, Paul gives a harsh rebuke to

the Corinthians. What is the main point he is

trying to get across? (see vs.6b)
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Vs 7:  Why do the Corinthians have no reason to

have pride?

Hebrews 12:7-8; 11-13
Endure suffering as discipline:

God is dealing with you as sons.

For what son is there that a

father does not discipline? 8 But

if you are without discipline—

which all receive—then you are

illegitimate children and not

sons. [...] 11 No discipline seems

enjoyable at the time, but

painful. Later on, however, it

yields the fruit of peace and

righteousness to those who have

been trained by it. Therefore

strengthen your tired hands and

weakened knees, and make

straight paths for your feet, so

that what is lame may not be

dislocated but healed instead.

Spend some time reflecting on the experience of the Apostles. What parts of

their experience can you relate to? Pray that God will help you endure suffering

for his sake and for Christ Jesus' glory (see Hebrews 12).

Paul contrasts the Corinthians' opinions of

themselves with the Apostles' experiences. Make

note of the contrasts below.



Paul contrasts the role of a father with the role of

a teacher. He then encourages the Corinthians to

imitate him (as he does elsewhere in the NT  - see

1 Cor 1:11; Phil 4:9; 1 Thess 1:5-6). Why was

imitating Paul so important in the Corinthians'

context?

1 CORINTHIANS 4:14-20
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1 Corinthians 1:11
Imitate me, as I also

imitate Christ.

Philippians 4:9
Do what you have

learned and received and

heard and seen in me,

and the God of peace will

be with you.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-6
For our gospel did not

come to you in word only,

but also in power, in the

Holy Spirit, and with

much assurance. You

know what kind of men

we were among you for

your benefit, and you

became imitators of us

and of the Lord when, in

spite of severe

persecution, you

welcomed the message

with joy from the Holy

Spirit.

In our context, God has given us his completed

Bible, which the Corinthians didn't have. What is

the role of the Bible when we seek to imitate our

spiritual teachers?

Paul, along with all the Apostles, are our "Spiritual

Fathers" as well. Think about the Apostles' lives

after Jesus' ascension into Heaven. What can you

learn from their lives and example?

Spend some time reflecting on the teachers that

God has put in your life who have helped you

grow in your walk with Jesus. Think about how

they have pointed you to God's son and helped

you understand what it means to follow him. 

Spend some time in prayer giving thanks for

them.



This verse marks a turning point in the letter. Paul

is about to address some deep and "fleshly" issues

in the Corinthian church (see chapters 5-14). Why

do some Church members think they can keep

ignoring Paul's warnings (see verse 18)?
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We all have the tendency to "explain away" sin in

our lives. What kinds of stories do you tell yourself

to justify sins that you haven't yet put to death?

Vs 21: Paul takes the sin in the Corinthian church

seriously, yet he also loves the people of the

church. What do Paul's two options tell you about

his preference when bringing a rebuke to God's

people?

How does 2 Corinthians 1:1-4 shed light on how

Paul was feeling as he wrote the rebukes that

were to follow in 1 Corinthians?

Pray that you will be open to God's prompting to

put sin to death in your life. Pray that God will

raise up people to gently rebuke you when

needed. Pray for a spirit of gentleness if you're

ever called on to rebuke and correct those you

love.

2 Corinthians 2:1-4
In fact, I made up my

mind about this: I would

not come to you on

another painful visit. For if

I cause you pain, then

who will cheer me other

than the one being hurt

by me? I wrote this very

thing so that when I came

I wouldn’t have pain from

those who ought to give

me joy, because I am

confident about all of you

that my joy will also be

yours. For I wrote to you

with many tears out of an

extremely troubled and

anguished heart—not that

you should be hurt, but

that you should know the

abundant love I have for

you.




