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Teaching Series and Booklet Contents 
Sermon Passage/Title  
18-21 November John 1:1-18 | Introducing Jesus   
   
25-28 November John 1:19-34 | John’s testimony  
   
2-5 December John 1:35-42 | Jesus’ first followers  
   
9-12 December John 1:43-51 | Come and See  

 

Additional Resources 

1.  Introduction to John  
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/john-courses/ 

2.  Study notes on John published by St Helens, Bishopsgate, UK  
https://www.st-helens.org.uk/resources/study/61/ 

  



JAC Growth Groups | John 1 | Nov-Dec 2021 
 

 
Page 3 of 4 

Study 1 | John 1:1-18 | Introducing Jesus 
Verses 1-18 of John’s Gospel function as a ‘Prologue’: n introduction to the themes which will 
unfold in the remainder of the book. We can learn a lot from this prologue about exactly who Jesus 
is, and the reason he came.   

Read John 1:1-5 

1. Who was/is the Word? Can you list everything we learn about him from these verses? 
 

2. What is the relationship of the Word to God? 
 

3. What is the relationship of the Word, to the world? 
 

4. What point is being made by the very name ‘Word’? What do our words do for us? What does 
this Word do for God? 

Read John 1:6-9, 15 

5. Who was John the Baptist? What was his job? 

Read John 1:10-13 

6. What were the different reactions to the Word when ‘he was in the world’ (v.10)? 
 

7. What does it look like for someone to ‘receive Him’ (v.11) What privileges are received when 
someone does this? 

Read John 1:14-18 

8. In ancient thinking, some people were skeptical that spiritual things (thought to be good) could 
mix with physical things (thought to be bad)? How does this section speak to that issue? 
 

9. Why is it necessary for God to reveal himself to humanity? 
 

10. What was the primary accomplishment of the Word? 

Implications 

11. This prologue is speaking about Jesus. Is your view of Jesus small, and tame, or big and 
expansive? Do you need to develop a bigger view of Jesus? What elements of Jesus’ identity, 
described in this passage, have surprised you? 
 

12. What do the truths of this prologue mean for pluralism (the idea that all religions lead to God)? 
 

13. Pray for a bigger sense of who Jesus really is – the divine Word. Ask God to open the eyes of 
those we know who haven’t yet ‘received Him’.  
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Study 2 | John 1:19-51  
Verses 19-51 are quite different from the Prologue. In them, the narrative description of Jesus and 
his ministry begins.   

Read John 1:19-51 

1. There are 4 distinct scenes in these verses, each comprising some conversation about the 
identity of Jesus. Try to identify the verse references for each scene, the key characters, and all 
the different titles used to refer to Jesus Hint: Each section begins in the same way – can you spot 
it? 

 Verses Characters Titles for Jesus  
Scene 1    

Scene 2    

Scene 3    

Scene 4    

 

2. What do you think is John’s point in including so many titles for Jesus? Do any of the titles 
confuse you? Discuss amongst your group the possible OT background to some of these titles. 
 

3. Do you think each of the scenes have a common purpose for John’s original readers? What is 
that purpose? 

 
4. What invitation does Jesus issue in this passage which John intends for us to consider as well? 

Implications 

5. Consider the excitement of Andrew (v.40-42) and Philip in (v.43-44) . What did their excitement 
prompt them to do? Do you share in their enthusiasm for sharing Jesus with others? Why/why 
not?  
 

6. What have we learnt about Jesus identity and mission in this section that could fuel our 
evangelistic excitement? 

 
7. Pray for our growing understanding of who Jesus is, and for hearts like Andrew and Philip that 

long to share Jesus with others.  


