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Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Opening Hymn
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates



Invocation
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.



Introit
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; let me not be
put to shame. Let not my enemies exult over me. Indeed, none who
wait for you shall be put to shame. Make me to know your ways, O
Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you
are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. May integrity
and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you. Redeem Israel, O God,
out of all his troubles.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; let me not be
put to shame. Let not my enemies exult over me. Indeed, none who
wait for you shall be put to shame.



Kyrie





Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
P:   The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:   Let us pray. . .
C: Amen.

Sit

Announcements & Offering
Offertory

Scripture Readings



The First Reading Isaiah 58:1-9a
“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet.
Declare to my people their rebellion and to the descendants of Jacob
their sins. For day after day they seek me out; they seem eager to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that does what is right and has not
forsaken the commands of its God. They ask me for just decisions
and seem eager for God to come near them. ‘Why have we fasted,’
they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves,
and you have not noticed?’ “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as
you please and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in quarreling
and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast
as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. Is this the
kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves?
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and
ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? “Is
not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break
every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to
provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to
clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then
your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly
appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the
Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will
answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



The Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:1-9
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not
lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we
do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the
contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us
the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse



Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-20
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th Chapter.

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled underfoot. “You are the light of the world. A
town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I
tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one
of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the
kingdom of heaven.

L:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit



Hymn of the Day
Have Thine Own Way, Lord



The Message
Lies We Believe and the Truth That Will Set Us Free -

“No Right or Wrong” Jon Thomas, Pastor

Stand

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the Church

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction



Closing Hymn
Hark the Glad Sound




