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Classic Worship 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Order of Service 
March 22, 2026 



Call to Worship​
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  St. John Bell Choir 
 
Opening Hymn 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Invocation​
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.​
C: Amen. 
Confession and Absolution​
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.​
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to 
be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which 
You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.​
C: Amen.    

 Psalm​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Psalm 10:1-11 

Why, LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of 
trouble? In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who 
are caught in the schemes he devises. He boasts about the cravings of 
his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the LORD. In his pride the 
wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for 
God. His ways are always prosperous; your laws are rejected by him;     
he sneers at all his enemies. He says to himself, “Nothing will ever 
shake me.” He swears, “No one will ever do me harm.” His mouth is full 
of lies and threats; trouble and evil are under his tongue. He lies in wait 
near the villages; from ambush he murders the innocent. His eyes 
watch in secret for his victims; like a lion in cover he lies in wait. He lies 
in wait to catch the helpless; he catches the helpless and drags them 
off in his net. His victims are crushed, they collapse; they fall under his 
strength. He says to himself, “God will never notice; he covers his face 
and never sees.” 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



Kyrie 
 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                ​  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. . .  
C: Amen. 

 

Sit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Readings 
The First Reading                                                                             Joshua 7:1-12 
But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan 
son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, 
took some of them. So the LORD’s anger burned against Israel. Now 
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the 
east of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So the 
men went up and spied out Ai. When they returned to Joshua, they 
said, “Not all the army will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three 
thousand men to take it and do not weary the whole army, for only a 
few people live there.” So about three thousand went up; but they were 
routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They 
chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and 
struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted 
in fear and became like water. Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell 
facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till 
evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their 
heads. And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring 
this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the 
Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the 
other side of the Jordan! Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, 
now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and 
the other people of the country will hear about this and they will 
surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you 
do for your own great name?” The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! 
What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; they have 
violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have 
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they 
have put them with their own possessions. That is why the Israelites 
cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run 
because they have been made liable to destruction. ​



I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you 
is devoted to destruction.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading           ​                                          Colossians 3:1-14 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, 
whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the 
wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as 
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 
Christ is all, and is in all. Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another 
if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
      C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 



Holy Gospel                                                                                         Matthew 6:19-24 
   ​ L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th Chapter. 

  

 
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. “The eye is the lamp of the 
body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. But if 
your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! “No 
one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and money.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 
Song of Response​
“In The Cross of Christ I Glory”   St. John Sanctuary Choir 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day​
In The Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Message​
The Game of Life - “Greed”​                  Pastor Yohannes 
 
Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer                                               ​  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  ​kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn​
Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering & Announcements 
 
Benedicamus​  

 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


