
 
 

  

Welcome Home 

15th March 2020 



Welcome Home to Upton Baptist Church, especially if you are joining us for the 

first time. When you walk in the door, you are with family. We want you to always 

feel like you’re coming home. During our Sunday morning gathering, we have a 

dedicated group that meets upstairs for Children and Young People and after the 

morning service we serve refreshments, where you can discover more about the 

church, events and activities. We hope you feel welcome and we look forward to 

getting to know you!  

One of the best ways for us to get to know each other is to join in. We are only 

able to do what we do because of the help of so many wonderful volunteers. Being 

part of a team is great because you get to know people whilst helping and having 

fun!  

 This Week  

 

Renew Upton and theSHED 

Connect and create, meet new friends and share hobbies. 

THIS WEEK: Monday - Friday 10 am - 2pm 

 

Home Groups  

An invitation to go deeper in faith and friendship during the week 

Tuesday evening | Thursday afternoon | Thursday evening  

Speak with Pam Ditchburn for more information about each group 

 

Prayer Groups in Upton 

Two opportunities to start the week praying with others in our town 

Monday 9:30am Upton Baptist Church | Monday 11.15am House of Prayer  

Find out more from Annie Portsmouth or Rob Leighfield  

 

Renew Youth 

A safe space for young people to meet and build friendships on Thursday 4-6pm 

 



Today’s Gatherings 

 

10:30  Confident in Identity (1 Peter 2:4-10) – Amy Wearing with iSingPOP 

 

6:30 What does the Holy Spirit do? 

Alpha: Great food, even better conversation and talks that make you think 

Next Sunday’s Gatherings                                                        

 

10:30  Confident in the World (1 Peter 2:11-25) – Amy Wearing 

 

6:30 Does God heal today? 

Alpha: Great food, even better conversation and talks that make you think 

 

Churches Together Upton 

Sadly, due to Coronavirus churches together has taken the decision to cancel Lent 

lunches for the foreseeable future. We were raising funds to support the new 

Maggs day center in Malvern. If you would like to find out more about their work 

or make a donation please see Morris Portsmouth. 

 

CAMEO 

Due to the current challenges around coronavirus and in order to protect those who 

are vulnerable in our community we have taken the decision to cancel CAMEO on 

Tuesday this week. 

 



  
Easter 

 

This Easter we are looking forward to journeying through the Easter 

story, reflecting in creative ways together during Holy Week. 

 

6th – 10th April  Holy Week Breakfasts  

Morning Devotions at 7am followed by a simple breakfast shared together  

 

Thursday 9th April  Last Supper at The Boathouse 

Join us as we share a Tapas Meal and Communion at 7pm. £15pp Booking 

Required – see Sam Magovern 

 

Good Friday 7pm Tenebrae Gathering 

Candles and Readings from the Book of Psalms  

 

Easter Sunday  

 

9am          He is Risen Indeed – A Short Easter Day Gathering 

10:30am  The Big Scrumptious Faith-Filled Feast 

Celebrating Easter all together by sharing food  

and stories of the incredible things that God  

has done in our lives. 

  



 

 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2020 

 

This Summer we have two opportunities to spend extra time together, deepening our 

relationships with God and with each other. 

 

Spree 

For our Children and Young People we are heading to Spree on Friday 10th – Sunday 12th 

July. 

Spree is a fully organised weekend for Young People age 8-16.  It's packed full of brilliant 

activities from dawn to dusk. There are age-appropriate sessions where the Christian 

faith is explained in a way that's engaging and relevant. Booking Forms Available from 

Church after half term. £60 per person. 

We are urgently looking for two people to join us that weekend to help with cooking. You 

will need to be able to stay on site all weekend and camp with us. Please see Amy if you 

can help. 

 

Church Away Day  

Thank you to everyone who booked for our Church Away Day on Sunday 6th August 2020 

at Holland House, Cropthorne. We have secured the booking and there are now just 16 

spaces left. Please remember to get a booking form and return your deposit to Sam who 

will add you to the list. Holland House is surrounded by beautiful gardens and as well as 

teaching input, there will be time to explore, enjoy God’s creation and eat delicious locally 

sourced home cooked food with friends. 

Do remember we have a dedicated Children and Youth Programme so this really is a day 

for the whole family!  



  

Festivals 

THIS WEEKEND IS Spring Fling, with lots of FREE activities for the whole 

family. Here at Upton Baptist Church we have the following FREE workshops 

which are suitable for the whole family. 

 

Saturday 14th March  

10:30-11:30am UKE-CAN Ukulele Workshop for beginners – Ukuleles Provided 

12:00-1:00pm Bella Mamas Singing for Parents and Children 

2:30-3:30pm Jingle Crown and Jingle Stick Making  

 

Sunday 15th March  

iSingPOP FAMILY Workshops 

1:00-2:00pm Workshop 1 

2:30pm -3:30pm Workshop 2 

 

 

 

Folk Evening with Keith Judson 

Friday 1st May 7:30pm – 9pm 

 

This is set to be a popular evening during the Folk Festival as we welcome Rev 

Keith Judson, Chaplain to share his passion for Folk music with us. Keith 

particularly appreciates songs that have a story behind them. Many of his own 

touch on spiritual and social themes, as well as making connections with local 

stories and personal experiences.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayers for the Persecuted Church - Somalia 

Pastor   Rev. Amy Wearing 

email: amy.wearing@uptonbaptistchurch.co.uk 

Upton Baptist Church 

Tel: 01684 59499   email: contact.us@uptonbaptistchurch.co.uk 
 

Open Doors estimates that there are only a few hundred Christians in Somalia – it is 

difficult to give a true figure, as believers must keep their faith an absolute secret. 

Islam is an important part of Somali identity, and for a Somali person to decide to 

leave Islam and follow Jesus is seen as a huge betrayal and one that could lead to 

immediate execution.  

Where the Middle East has the self-proclaimed Islamic State, the Horn of Africa has 

the militant Islamist group al-Shabaab. This group has stated publicly that it ‘wants 

Somalia free of all Christians’.  If al-Shabaab find someone who has become a 

Christian, the militants will often kill them on the spot. 

The many Somalis who live in other parts of the Horn of Africa, such as Ethiopia, 

Djibouti and Kenya, also face huge challenges if they decide to follow Jesus. Radical 

Islam is growing across the region, and if the secret faith of our brothers and sisters 

is discovered, they can face attack and exile from their friends and neighbours, and 

even their own families. 

One of the ways that Open Doors works to support isolated believers is through the 

radio. Open Doors has been partnering with others to produce radio programmes in the 

Somali language, and Open Doors partners have been broadcasting Somali songs, 

poetry and preaching in the Horn of Africa for the past 19 years! These programmes 

are also bringing the gospel to those who may never have heard it before, even in 

parts of the Horn of Africa where evangelism should be completely impossible. 

Lord Jesus, thank You that You are still bringing Somali people to know Your love. May 

You protect all those who must keep their faith in You a secret, and may You turn the 

hearts of al-Shabaab militants to Yourself. Help Somali Christians to keep following 

You and help them to be a light to others.  
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