STATEMENT OF FAITH
Miamisburg Christian Church

1. We believe God is the Creator of the universe. He exists in three Persons,
God the Father, God the Son Jesus, and God the Holy Spirit. God is
all-knowing, all-powerful, compassionate, loving, and wise. He has always
existed, and always will. He hears and answers prayer, and offers the only
hope for the world.

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth....God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them."
Genesis 1: 1,27

"God's invisible qualities, His eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made." Romans 1:20

"May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all." 2 Corinthians 13:14

2. We believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of the Living
God, God in human form. We believe that the virgin-born Son of God died
for our sins, was buried, rose from the dead and is coming again. We
believe He is both fully God and fully man.

"Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature

God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself

nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”

Philippians 2:5-7

"Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father." John 14:9

"I tell you the truth,’” Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, | Am!’" John 8:58
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"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God....The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
John 1:1, 14

"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form." Colossians 2:9

3. We believe the Holy Spirit, the Counselor sent from heaven, indwells all
Christians. He works in the lives of unbelievers to convict them of sin and
draw them back to God. He marks believers as the possession of God; He
equips them to live godly lives; and He provides spiritual gifts, empowering
them to carry out the work of ministry.

"The Counselor, the Holy Spirit...will teach you all things." John 14:26

"When the Counselor comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment.”" John 16:8

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23

"The Spirit gives gifts to each one, just as He determines." 1 Corinthians 12:11b

"Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set His
seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what
is to come." 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

4. We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, the written record of
His supernatural revelation of Himself to man, absolute in its authority,
complete in its revelation, final in its content and without any error in its
teaching.

"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every

good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. " 2 Peter 1:20-21
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5. We believe in the historical creation of man.
"So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them." Genesis 1:27

6. We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image.
Human life is of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born
babies, the aged, the physically or mentally challenged and every other
stage or condition from conception through natural death. We are therefore
called to defend, protect and value all human life.

“For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb. | praise
You because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, | know
that full well. My frame was not hidden from You when | was made in the secret place.
When | was woven together in the depths of the earth, Your eyes saw my unformed
body. All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came
to be.” Psalm 139:13-16 Therefore, MCC does not support abortion.

7. We believe that all people are born with a sin nature.

"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?"
Jeremiah 17:9

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Romans 3:23

8. We believe in the sanctity of marriage between one biological male and one
biological female. Anything beyond that is outside of God’s plan for His
people.

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
they will become one flesh.” Genesis 2:24

“Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there;
do not decrease.” Jeremiah 29:6

“As a young man marries a maiden, so will your sons marry you; as a bridegroom
rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” Isaiah 62:5
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“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge
the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” Hebrews 13:4

“If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is
detestable.” Leviticus 20:13

9. We believe that Christ died on the cross to atone for the sins of mankind-
past, present, and future.

"He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.
Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him
stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace
was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all.” Isaiah 53:3-6

"God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God." 2 Corinthians 5:21

No"God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us." Romans 5:8

10. We believe in the literal, bodily resurrection of Christ from the dead as
prophesied.

"Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel | preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you
hold firmly to the word | preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For
what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures.” 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

11.  We believe in the literal return of Christ as promised.

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in Me. In My Father's house
are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to
be with Me that you also may be where | am. You know the way to the place where | am
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going.” Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we don't know where You are going, so how can we
know the way?’ Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me.’" John 14:1-6

"For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice
of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage each other with these words." 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

"First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and
following their own evil desires. They will say, "Where is this ‘coming' he promised?
Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of
creation."” ... But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will
be laid bare....But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven
and a new earth, the home of righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:3-4, 10, 13

12. We believe in the assignment of all people to heaven or to hell at their time
of death or at the time of Christ’s return.

"Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.” Hebrews 9:27

"He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the
presence of the Lord and from the majesty of His power." 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9

"If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake
of fire." Revelation 20:15

"Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, | say,
and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it
our goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is
due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad."

2 Corinthians 5:6-10
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13. We believe that the forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life are
promised to those who trust Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him." John 3:16-17

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast." Ephesians 2:8-9

14. We believe that those putting their trust in Christ should repent of their
sins, confess their faith, and be baptized into Him.

"If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9

"Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, for all whom the Lord our
God will call." Acts 2:38-39

"Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
His death? We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live
a new life." Romans 6:3-4

a. We do not administer baptism to infants or to children who have not
confessed faith in Christ, nor do we baptize by any mode other than
immersion.

b. We would ask any believer who has not been baptized by immersion to

submit to that New Testament form before becoming a member of
Miamisburg Christian Church.

15. We believe that those who receive Christ also receive the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit: He marks them as the possession of God,
manifests the fruit of righteousness in their character, and endows them
with spiritual gifts for ministry.
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"Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set His
seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what
is to come." 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law."” Galatians 5:22-23

"There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of
service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God
works all of them in all men." 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

16. We believe that a spiritual gift is a special ability, given by the Holy Spirit to
every believer, to be used to minister to others and thereby build up the
Body of Christ.

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various forms." 1 Peter 4:10

"We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying,
let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let
him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Romans 12:6-8

"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one
there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the
same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.”

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

a. We believe that in New Testament churches which were led by Apostles or
by those specially empowered by the laying on of the Apostles' hands,
miraculous gifts were manifested.

"Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by
the apostles.”" Acts 2:43
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"Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands."” Acts 8:18

"For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through

the laying on of my hands." 2 Timothy 1:6

b. We believe that in New Testament churches which lacked direct apostolic
leadership, non-miraculous gifts prevailed: The miraculous gifts were not
present.

"Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the
crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to
what he said. With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and
cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city.... When the apostles in
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John
to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on
them, and they received the Holy Spirit." Acts 8:5-8, 14-17

C. While we believe that God continues to answer prayer and work miracles,
today, we do not expect to see the miraculous spiritual gifts manifested in
the church because of the lack of apostolic leadership.

d. We ask that those who seek the miraculous gifts (e.g. speaking in tongues)
not practice those gifts within our worship services or promote the
exercise of those gifts among our members.

17. We believe that the pattern of the New Testament was to observe the Lord’s
Supper each week.

"On the first day of the week, we came together to break bread."” Acts 20:7

18. We believe that each believer should give a generous, intentional, regular,
proportional gift of his or her income to God, through the local church, as a
spiritual discipline. We believe that the tithe (one-tenth) is the standard by
which Christians determine if they are giving generously.

"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me
in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
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heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it."
Malachi 3:10

"On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income."” 1 Corinthians 16:2

"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."”

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

19. We believe that God answers prayer, occasionally in miraculous ways. We
believe prayer is a spiritual discipline that should be taught and learned
within the Body of Christ.

"They all joined together constantly in prayer." Acts 1:14
"Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful." Colossians 4:2

"This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according
to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that
we have what we asked of him." 1 John 5:14-15

20. We believe the Church is a body of Christ-followers who should live in
community and enjoy the connection possible in the fellowship of disciple
making relationships.

"All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved." Acts 2:44-47

21. We believe the “will of God” is discerned through the direct teaching of the
Scriptures as well as through prayer, wise counsel, and a careful
consideration of circumstances.

"Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” Proverbs 16:3
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"Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails."
Proverbs 19:21

"If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to him." James 1:5

"Now listen, you who say, '"Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year
there, carry on business and make money.' Why, you do not even know what will
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and
then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, 'If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or
that." James 4:13-15

"Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is, His good, pleasing and
perfect will." Romans 12:1-2

22. We believe the Church should seek unity with all believers in matters
essential to the universal Christian faith, and contend for liberty in all
matters wherein the Lord has not spoken through His Word.

"Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make

every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body

and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in

all." Ephesians 4:2-6

23. We believe the local church is an autonomous body. MCC partners with
many Christian agencies but is regulated or dominated by none.

"Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He is the Savior." Ephesians 5:23b

24. We believe love is to be shown to all people as the central trait of the
Christian faith.

"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another." John
13:35
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"Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.”
1 Peter 4:8

25. We believe the mission of the church is to reach the spiritually lost for
Christ, to teach with the goal of “forming Christ in them,” and then to
mobilize believers to accomplish God’s purposes in the world.

"Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to

Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |

have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.""

Matthew 28:18-20

26. We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as a
biological male or biological female, and that these two distinct,
complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. We
believe that gender is designed by God at conception and the Holy
Scriptures do not permit an individual to alter their sexual identity
physically or otherwise.

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:27
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