
Dear Pastor Gardner and friends of Lifepoint Baptist Church,
First of all, I want to thank you first off for your faithfulness and sacrificial giving.  
This is a very strange time we are going through with this world-wide Pandemic. It leaves all of us in the 

unique position of knowing to some degree exactly what everyone else in the world is going through.  Almost all of 
us know what Covid-19 is now.  Almost all of us know what “lockdown” is now.  We all understand what isolation is 
now.  What too few of us know in this world is the hope and safety we have in Christ when the future is uncertain.  
I know so many of you are struggling to hold services in your church buildings.  So many people are uncertain 
about their work situations right now.  I can only humbly thank you for your sacrifice for me for world missions.  
Thank you for your love for the lost in Scotland.  

Here in Scotland we have been in strict lockdown for five months.  We were allowed by the government to 
hold out first church service this past Sunday.  It was so wonderful to be able to meet together again.  There were 
eighteen of us.  Everyone had a mask on and it was strange to be up on the podium looking out at an auditorium 
full of what looked like bank robbers!  I know many of you felt the same way when you were able to have your first 
services again.  

During “Lockdown” we have continued to minister here in Grantown on Spey.  It has been limited by the 
government by the strict lockdown measures.  In fact, for the first 4 months, we could only go out once a day for 
some exercise.  There was supposed to be a five-mile driving restriction.  Not all the United Kingdom began to 
open up to some normality at once.  England began three weeks ago but Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland 
have stayed in lockdown for a longer time.  

We couldn’t meet in person so my Dad was posting his messages online and sending his bible studies to 
the people through email.  I kept our children’s ministry going through using Zoom to have all the kids meet 
online.  I could have up to nine kids logging into meet altogether at once.  They loved it!  They wanted to see 
familiar faces and do things together so badly.  We would have a bible lesson together and pray about whatever 
was on their minds (which always seemed always to be about COVID).  

We came up with games to play together.  There were a lot of different types of scavenger hunts!  Their 
parents were grateful to have the Sunday school but I am sure there was a lot of clean up after every scavenger 
hunt in each home.  

Although we can now meet for services in a limited capacity.  (No singing, no shared items, everyone two 
meters apart, and everyone wearing masks) 

We are not anywhere back to normal here in Scotland.  Schools are not sure how they will operate though 
they are planning to begin again in two weeks.  There is the ever likely threat of being put back into local 
lockdowns.  Like you, in your church’s back in America, we are trying to adjust and still keep sharing the 
gospel.  

People are afraid for their future here, but they are still resistant to anything “religious”. When we talk to 
fellow believers here, they have a peace in Christ and they cannot understand how those around them could get 
by without Jesus.  I still believe that through this Covid-19 and similar uncertainties we are going to see more 
Scots come to salvation.  

I have been grateful for many things 
that God has blessed me with while in 
lockdown.  My salvation, my family’s future in 
Heaven (no matter how the current world may 
change).  I am still awed by how the Lord 
answered all our prayers.  Awed that on the 
very day that they announced the beginning 
of the lockdown I also received word that the 
UK government granted me a “Leave to 
Remain” in Scotland.  

I am so grateful for your prayers for this 
and your sacrificial giving.  Every time I have 
thought about this during lockdown, I am in 
awe of Gods providence and goodness.

Thank you for sending me to 
Scotland!  Thank you for blessing me SO 
MUCH as your missionary!



Thank you for sending me to Scotland!  Thank you for blessing me SO MUCH as your 
missionary!

My original plans for returning to the United States have been disrupted with the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the “Lockdown” here in Scotland.  

I am anxious to report back to my supporting church’s.  You have been so gracious to me 
by allowing me to remain in Scotland for this long so that I could receive my leave to remain in 
Scotland on a permanent basis.  

I have not been home in over six years now and I need to report back to you, my faithful 
supporters and raise some much-needed new support.  

Now that I have “Leave to Remain”, I believe that this will allow some wonderful new 
opportunities for ministry here in Scotland.  This makes it necessary for me to take a longer 
furlough so that I can visit all my supporting churches and also to raise new support.  

Of course, I would like to get back to the ministry in Scotland as quickly as possible.  So, 
I want to plan the logistics as best I can.  

Since I don’t know what the Covid situation is like in your area, I am not sure what is best 
for your church right now.  So, I am asking you to let me know the best time to come back and 
report to your church.  (For example, when you might be planning a Missions Conference or 
Missions Emphasis on your church calendar. I am also needing to contact other churches who 
might want to join with us in our ministry to Scotland by letting me come and share my burden 
for the people here in Scotland.)  

FOR THIS REASON, I am asking you if you could Please email me back and let me 
know when  in 2021 would be the best time for me to come back to Report to your 
church.  (I will try my best to work out all the details of my schedule for coming back for 
furlough at the very best time.)  

Thank you!




