
Vestal United Methodist Church 
May 9, 2021 

Welcome 
Prelude 
 

Call to Worship     New Creation by N. T. Wright 
 
* Hymn of Praise 2236 FWS  Gather Us In  [verses 1,2 & 4] 

* Sharing Signs of Peace 
 

Gathering Prayer [all read together] 
 

Leader:  Jesus offers a new – old commandment, that we should love each other.  
      All: With the incredible power and the unfathomable depth of God's love for us we can – 

we must – love one another.   It is in our love for one another that the world will 
know who and what we worship.   God, our Creator and Sustainer, has blessed us 
beyond what we can imagine – to the point that our love overflows.  God help us to 
remember your commandment and calling to offer your love, hope, and peace in all 
circumstances.  Amen.  

 

Silence 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

Anthem      Ride On, King Jesus!           SPIRITUAL: ARR HALL JOHNSON 

                                               Isaac Garrigues - Cortelyou
    
First Scripture Reading   I John 5:1-5 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 
 

Children’s Message       
 
* Hymn 445 UMH Happy the Home When God Is There 
 
Second Scripture Reading    John 15:9-17 
 

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be complete. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you.  
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another. 

Message     Complete Joy          Mike Willis 
 
Joys & Concerns 



Pastoral Prayer 
 
Living the Faith 
 
Offering Ourselves to God               
 
* Hymn 2175 FWS    Together We Serve 
 

* Benediction  
 

* Congregational Response 2184 FWS Sent Out in Jesus Name 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
  
 
 




