
Vestal United Methodist Church 
November 28, 2021 

9:30 a.m. 
First Sunday in Advent 

Prelude 
 
Threshold Moment and Advent Wreath Lighting 
 

 Greeting 
 

 Wreath Lighting  
  

Choir/Congregation:  [sung twice as directed] 
    Hope waits for us at Advent 
    Hope waits for us to trust. 
    Hope waits for our commitment 
    to a land that’s kind and just. 
    As we wait in expectation 
    for the work of co-creation, 
    for the birthing of a world 
    that heals the ones in pain, 
    hope is born in us again! 
 

* Opening Hymn 203 UMH  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
* Sharing Signs of Peace  
 
Gathering Prayer        
 

Lord God, may we, your people, Look forward to the birth of Christ again and again in our 
hearts.  Help us to make room for you in all places and all circumstances.  Help us to 
understand that as we make room for others who are more vulnerable than us, our 
experience of your presence grows.  Help us to share the love of your gift through Christ.  
                   Amen. 

 
Silence 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Anthem     The Manger is Stranger        AMANDA UDIS-KESSLER 
                   Chancel Choir   
 
Scripture Reading    Jeremiah 33:14-16  
       The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David     
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.” 

 
Children’s Message 
 



* Hymn 2095 FWS    Star-Child  
Scripture Reading    Psalm 25:4-5    

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
    teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all day long. 

 
Message     Making Room   Mike Willis 
 
Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of the People 
 

 Choir/Congregation:   [Sung 3 times as instructed.]  
     Make of my heart a stable, 
     a house for the holy, 
     a warm and sturdy place 
     for [hope] to live and grow  
 
A Story of Innkeeping 
 
Holy Communion   
 

The Holy One be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to our God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,… And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
In the midst of a time of despair, oppression, division, and fear,… And so, in remembrance of your 
mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s 
offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,… Through your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in 
your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
 

* Hymn 230 UMH    O Little Town of Bethlehem 
* Benediction    
 
* Congregational Response   O Little Town of Bethlehem [see screen] 
Postlude 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




