
Vestal United Methodist Church 
January 30, 2022 

9:30 am. 
 

Welcome 

Prelude                                 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                    arr. Victor Labenske 

 

*Call to Worship          
Leader:    God’s has given us the gift of music, that resonates with God’s Spirit. 
People:   What a blessing it is to have such a diversity of music. 
Leader:    It is one way God helps us to better understand and remember God’s 
  message of grace and hope. 
People:   We pray that God’s song will live in our hearts every day.  
All:          Our words and thoughts of thanksgiving and praise come together 
  as we join our voices together! 

 
*Opening Hymn:   UMH 57  O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing    [verses 1-6] 
 
*Sharing Signs of Peace  
 

Gathering Prayer  [all read together]      
 Creator God, you hear us, our words in prayer, our silent thoughts and pleas, 
and each note or melody we sing and play.  May our praises today connect with 
heaven and unite our hearts with the sound of eternity. May the gifts of our voices 
and melodies of our instruments move with the work of your Holy Spirit.  Help us 
bring light into dark places, restore hope and vision to all who are oppressed, and 
well-being and health to all those who suffer.  Today God, we give you our 
worship.  May it be a platform for you, to touch our lives afresh and build your 
church.  Amen. 
 

Silence 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Anthem                                       Jesus, Lover of My Soul                           arr. Gordon Young    (organ solo) 

 
Scripture reading:    Wisdom 11:21-26 

It is always in your power to show great strength, and who can withstand the might of 
your arm?  Because the whole world before you is like a speck that tips the scales, and 
like a drop of morning dew that falls on the ground.  But you are merciful to all, for you 
can do all things, and you overlook people’s sins, so that they may repent.  For you love 
all things that exist, and detest none of the things that you have made, for you would not 
have made anything if you had hated it.  How would anything have endured if you had 
not willed it?  Or how would anything not called forth by you have been preserved?  You 
spare all things, for they are yours, O Lord, you who love the living. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Hymn:     UMH 479                Jesus, Lover of My Soul   [remain seated]    



 
Children’s Message  
 
*Hymn:   UMH 384    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
Scripture reading:     Colossians 3:8-17 
 

But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped 
off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ 
is all and in all! 
 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs to God.  
 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Meditation:      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   arr. Victor Labenske (piano solo) 

 
Gospel reading:    Matthew 11:25-30 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 
Hymn:     UMH 153           Thou Hidden Source of Calm Repose    [remain seated]  
 
Anthem         And Can It Be           arr. Marilynn Ham                   (piano solo) 
 
Reflection:         Amazing Love             Mike Willis 
 
Hymn:   UMH 363    And Can It Be    [remain seated]  
 
Joys & Concerns  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Living the Faith   
 
*Hymn:    UMH 501   O Thou Who Camest from Above, vss. 1-3 
 

*Benediction    
 
* Congregational Response UMH 501 O Thou Who Camest from Above, vs. 4 
 
Postlude    And Can It Be                arr. John Innes 

 
 
      
 






