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Welcome    

  

Prelude  

 

A Memorial Day Prayer     

  

* Call to Worship      

 Almighty God, before whom stand the living and the dead, we your children,  

whose mortal life is but a hand’s breadth, give thanks to you:  

For all those through whom you have blessed our pilgrimage,  

whose lives that have empowered us, whose influence is a healing grace,  

We lift up thankful hearts.  

For the dear friends and family members whose faces we see no more, 

but whose love is with us forever . . .  

We lift up thankful hearts.  

For the teachers and companions of our childhood and youth,  

and for the members of our household of faith who worship you now in heaven . . . .  

We lift up thankful hearts.  

For those who sacrificed themselves, our brothers and sisters who have  

given their lives for the sake of others . . . .  

We lift up thankful hearts.  

That we may hold them all in continual remembrance, and ever think of them 

as with you in that city whose gates are not shut by day and where there is no night . . . .  

We lift up thankful hearts.  

That we may now be dedicated to working for a world where labor is rewarded,  

fear dispelled, and the nations made one,  

O Lord, save your people and bless your heritage. Day by day we magnify you, 

and worship your name, for ever and ever. Amen.  

(The United Methodist Book of Worship Copyright © 1992 The United Methodist Publishing House.)    

  

* Opening Hymn UMH #98    To God be the Glory 

* Sharing Signs of Peace  

  

Gathering Prayer  (Unison)  Adapted from a prayer by Rachel Barrentine  

Lord our God, 
Though circumstances look dreary, though storms are raging, You are still good. 
Though wars are waging, though darkness is encroaching, You are still good.  
Though my hope is weary, though my heart is exhausted, You are still good.  
 
In every difficulty, in every question mark, You are still good. 
We declare Your goodness on the peaks. We declare Your goodness in the pit.  



You are still good. 
 
Now Lord, be our Remembrance. In the moments of heartache, in the miles of wilderness,  
in the marrow of the unknown, You are still good. 
 
In Jesus name, identity, and character we pray, Amen. 

 

Silence  

The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done 

on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

  

Anthem                       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing         NETTLETON  

                                 Chancel Bells         ARRANGED PATRICIA SANDERS COTA; 1996, AGAPE, CAROL STREAM, IL  

       

Scripture Reading       I Samuel 7:7-13                 NRSV  

 When the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines  
went up against Israel. And when the people of Israel heard of it they were afraid of the Philistines. 
The people of Israel said to Samuel, ‘Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us, and pray that  
he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.’ So Samuel took a sucking lamb and offered it as  
a whole burnt-offering to the LORD; Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD answered him.  
As Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near to attack Israel; but the LORD 
thundered with a mighty voice that day against the Philistines and threw them into confusion; and  
they were routed before Israel. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines,  
and struck them down as far as beyond Beth-car. 
 
Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, and named it Ebenezer; 
for he said, ‘Thus far the LORD has helped us.’ So the Philistines were subdued and did not again  
enter the territory of Israel; the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

                                                                                                                                                                        

Children’s Message   

  

* Hymn    TFWS  #2213    Healer of our Every Ill  
          

Scripture Reading                 2 Corinthians 1:3-7                   EUGENE PETERSON, THE MESSAGE    
The Rescue 

All praise to the God and Father of our Master, Jesus the Messiah! Father of all mercy! God of all healing 
counsel! He comes alongside us when we go through hard times, and before you know it, he brings us 
alongside someone else who is going through hard times so that we can be there for that person just as 
God was there for us. We have plenty of hard times that come from following the Messiah, but no more 
so than the good times of his healing comfort—we get a full measure of that, too. 
 
When we suffer for Jesus, it works out for your healing and salvation. If we are treated well, given a 
helping hand and encouraging word, that also works to your benefit, spurring you on, face forward, 
unflinching. Your hard times are also our hard times. When we see that you’re just as willing to endure 
the hard times as to enjoy the good times, we know you’re going to make it, no doubt about it. 

 

Message                       Remember   David Black 

 



* Affirmation of Faith       #883    A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada 

  We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

  We believe in God:  

  who has created and is creating,  

  who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

  to reconcile and make new,  

  who works in us and others by the Spirit.  

  We trust in God.  

  We are called to be the church:  

  to celebrate God’s presence, 

  to live with respect in creation, 

  to love and serve others,  

  to seek justice and resist evil,  

  to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

  our judge and our hope. 

  In life, in death, in life beyond death,  

  God is with us. 

  We are not alone.  

  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Joys and Concerns  

Pastoral Prayer  

  

Living the Faith  

  

Offering Ourselves to God             Simple Gifts           SHAKER HYMN ARRANGED PATRICIA SANDERS COTA;  

                       1996, AGAPE, CAROL STREAM, IL   

      

* Hymn UMH 374              Standing on the Promises 

     

* Benediction  

 

* Congregational Response  UMH  #498   For the Healing of the Nations, vs. 2 

                   

Postlude          

  

  

  

  

  



 

 


