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March 23, 2025
 3rd SUNDAY IN LENT
“ENCOURAGER”
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                               The Word Made Flesh 
Welcome to all our guests, members, and friends, both young and not-as-young! 
Please know that it is a joy to have you among us in person or in the virtual world. 

* Indicates congregation is invited to stand, if able.
CENTERING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP
               “I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my father 
                                       I have made known to you.”                                                                                              
  
Prelude                        "If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee"               arr. Alice Jordan
Welcome 		Pastor                                                                                                                
   Announcements                                                                                                           Liturgist
*Call to Worship
Leader: We gather for worship today to be encouraged by the powerful presence of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Leader: May the God of endurance and encouragement grant us  
People: To live in harmony with one another and in accord with Christ Jesus. 
Leader: So is there any encouragement in Christ, 
People: Any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit. 
Leader: Any affection and sympathy 
People: Complete my joy by being of one mind. 
Leader: Having the same love, 
People: Being in full accord and of one mind. 
Leader: Therefor encourage one another. 
People: And build one another up, just as you are doing. 

*Opening Hymn #451                   “Be Thou My Vision”
(Please bring your nonperishable goods for Lenten Alms giving and leave them in front of the cross. All are kindly requested to participate.)

*Passing the Peace of Christ: 
Liturgist: Sisters and brothers, we are light to one another, even as Christ is light for each of us. Let’s share signs of Christ’s light and love, as we pass the peace with one another.   
(I encourage online worshipers to share comments of peace on our video platform. I also invite all worshipers, if possible, to take a moment to send a text message of peace and love to someone who isn’t present in worship today.) 

*The Opening Prayer
Lord Jesus, life in this world leaves us disheartened and discouraged, lost and lonely. Come to the aid of your people with your friendship and love. Encourage us with your Word and your promises. Strengthen our faith to live for you alone. Grant us your Holy Spirit so that we have courage we need to face all that we encounter in this life. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Encourage us, our Savior, Servant, Friend, with your word of forgiveness as we confess our sins. 
People: My heart is weighed down by shame and guilt, by my sins and failures. 
Pastor: My words have discouraged and torn others down. 
People: My confidence has been misplaced and misdirected. 
Pastor: My faith has faltered as I have trusted in idols and myself. 
People: My soul is tired and burdened by the loads that I have carried. 
Pastor: My spirit needs a word of forgiveness and encouragement. 
People: Lord have mercy! Christ have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
(Please silently reflect on our need for the encouraging friendship of Jesus.) 
Pastor: Take courage, friends! Jesus forgives you of all your sins. Let your heart be strengthened, your souls be refreshed, your mind be renewed and your spirits be encouraged. Jesus has nailed our sins to the cross and thrown them into the tomb. Having been forgiven by Jesus, let us now live for him. 
People: What a friend we have in Jesus. 

Anthem                                      “Jesus, Our Friend”                                    Jenni Douglas
Young Disciples                                                 

  Scripture                          Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 41: 8-11 
                                           Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5: 5-1 
                                           Gospel Reading: St. Matthew 8: 5-13 

*Hymn #529                           “How Firm a Foundation” 

  The Message                        “Encouraging Word of Jesus” 
                                      	
WE BRING GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
Thank you all for your generous financial support for the year 2025 in order for us to continue our various vital church ministries. Please place your offering on the plate during the service, mailing a check to the church, or giving online on our website http://www.vestalumc.org/ 

PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
   God has satisfied the hunger of both or bodies and or souls. Let us share our gifts with all God’s creation, that weeping may turn to laughter, and struggle may turn to joy.
             	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 *Offertory                   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                    arr.  J.Nieburg                 
  
*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving
Glorious God, shine through this offering we now return to you. May our gifts and our very lives bless your world and reveal your love. In gratitude, we pray. Amen 

                                          PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER                               
Call to Prayer (Sung by all) “Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord; incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen. 
 
The Pastoral Prayers are spoken responsively              
Pastor: We are not worthy to come under your roof and enter your presence, our Savior, servant, friend. And still, you welcome us to come and draw near to you in prayer. You promise that when we gather in your name, you will be present among us. And so, you encourage us to pray. Jesus, hear us now as we lift our prayers and raise our petitions to you. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Fortify our wavering hearts and encourage us with your unflinching love. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Encourage the leaders of this world to be about the work of peace and justice, fostering care for the sojourner, the lonely and the forgotten. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Build up the faith of those who are wandering in doubt, rescue those who are lost in sin and redeem all wo are plagued by shame and guilt. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Strengthen the souls of those who are near the point of death or mourning the loss of loved ones. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Embolden our faith so that we can be witnesses for you in this world and that many may come to know you and your love. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Give hope and joy to your Church so that we can faithfully live as the Body of Christ amongst our neighbors. 
People: Lord, hear our prayer, and encourage us as only you can. Amen. 

JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, GOES BEFORE YOU
                   “We go out to share the good news of God’s love through our loving service.”
 
*The Closing Hymn #361           “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”   

*Benediction responsive 
Pastor: And now may the strength and promises, the peace and blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit go with you and encourage you! Amen. 
People: What a friend we have in Jesus! 
Postlude                                   “Arise, My Soul, Arise”                     arr. Victor Labenske    
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“The Faith of a Gentile”
Matthew 8:5-13




