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DAY SEVEN 
Believe 

Mark 13-14 

Ok. It’s been a long time coming. But after three days of minimizing the importance of 
what Christians believe, we are finally ready to talk about the specifics!  

I’m sure you are salivating!  

What do Christians believe about politics? The environment? How does the world end? 
Where the world came from? What is heaven really like? Did all those animals actually 
fit in one boat? Did Jesus know he was God when he was in the womb? What about 
gender?  

So many questions.  

And only one answer. Sorry.  

Only one answer because when you get the answer to this question right so much else 
falls into place. Ready to hear what Christians believe?  Here it is.  

Christians believe that Jesus is right, and they should obey him.   

This may seem underwhelming. You wanted to know how tall Goliath was. You wanted 
to hear about a virgin birth. You wanted to know if there was sex in the end times. I 
gave you this dribble about Jesus being right. Sorry.  

Actually, not sorry.  
My answer is more than adequate for helping you grow and more than accurate when it 
comes to the bible.  

Accuracy first. Maybe you have heard the phrase “Jesus is Lord?” It’s all over the pages 
of the bible. If you haven’t heard someone say it in church, or sang it in a song. “Jesus is 
Lord” when properly understood, is a way of saying, “Jesus is right and we should obey 
him.” Like so much traditional language in the church the phrase “Jesus is Lord” can risk 
being robbed of its meaning and sound like an honorary empty title.  
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But it isn’t honorary. It is official! It isn’t empty. It is potent! The first Christians got in a 
lot of hot water for insisting on saying “Jesus is Lord” instead of “Caesar is Lord”. Often 
the hot water was literal as scalding was a common torture tactic used on those who 
opposed Caeser.  

The central belief Christians have is Jesus is right and they should obey him.  

This is an accurate paraphrase of the earliest Christian creed, “Jesus is Lord.” But my 
reworking isn’t only accurate, it is also adequate because it sets you up to believe the 
things you need to believe. This one macro-belief guides all the micro-beliefs.  

Get Jesus is Lord right and you get the rest right.  

For example, say you are of the opinion that holding a grudge is a perfectly permissible 
thing to do and it is also fine to seek revenge on the person who hurt you. It is a dog eat 
dog world and you have to look out for number one. Except, Jesus believes it is a world 
where forgiveness is power, God is protecting you, and revenge is sinful. Since your 
primary belief is Jesus' version of reality is right (Jesus is Lord) you will obey him. Your 
micro-decision to forgive and not seek revenge is easily made because it flows out of the 
big decision that if you and him have a difference of opinion about something you will go 
with him. He is Lord.  

Another example.  

Perhaps you are of the opinion that cohabitation, or “living together”, before getting 
married is a wise move. It lets a couple get to know each other better without the risks 
and potential complexity of a marriage breaking down at some point. Except, Jesus 
believes that love needs to grow in the protected environment of long-term commitment, 
and sexual relationships are deeply spiritual and not to be a part of any sort of trial or 
“try-out” relationship. Since you believe that Jesus is right and you should obey him, the 
path you walk through sexual relationships and marriage is abundantly clear. Again, the 
specifics flow out of the general.  

Jesus is Lord. He is right. And when I have a different opinion, I am wrong. 

I cannot say “No, Lord” with a straight face. He ceases to be Lord when I do that. Do 
you see how this one simple, but foundational belief guides you in forming other beliefs 
until eventually, you have what the bible terms as “the mind of Christ”?  

Now, as you get to know him better, you will understand his reasons for why Jesus 
believes as he does. Eventually, you will get answers to many of your specific questions. 
But for now, the best place to start is to understand his opinions are descriptions of 
reality and trust him.  

To believe in Him is to believe he is right and to obey. 
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Journa l :   

1. Admiration  

2. Confession  

3. Prayers for Family and Friends  

4. Write out a few places where you imagine your opinion might be 
different than Jesus.  
Write “Jesus is Lord” over top of them as an act of submission and 
faith.  

 

Ca l i b ra t i ng  p rayer :  

Jesus, thank you that you are not here to validate my screwed up 
take on reality. I thank you that I get to have reality interpreted 
for me by the one who created it. What a privilege to call you my 
Lord. Today, I give you my “YES”. I confess that where I am 
arguing with you, it is I who is wrong and not you. I bow my knee. 


