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From the pastor’s desk
I walk into the room and forget why I came in here. We cross the street
when we see someone coming our way, not because we want to avoid
them – we just want to avoid swapping germs. My three-year-old sees
people walking around without a mask and shouts “why aren’t they being
safe.” Parents still are not sure where their kids will be this fall, let alone
how to keep working, living, and managing life from home. Our
homebound and elderly wave at family through windows or smile through
masks.
We have long stopped talking about “when we return to normal” because
chaos, grief, and disorder has become the norm.
I share this not to dramatize what we already feel in our weary souls, but
instead to say, I see you. I see you continuing to show up for church and
coffee hour on zoom. I hear you making phone calls and social distanced
front yard visits. I feel you in longing to hold your hands and hug hello.
I pray you all the gentle grace of God. Grant yourself rest and peace from
the fatigue of worry. Hear these words, say them aloud, and know that as
old ways are passing away, what God is calling forth will shimmer and
shine beyond our imagination.

To all that is chaotic
in you,
let there come silence.
Let there be
a calming
of the clamoring,
a stilling
of the voices that
have laid their claim
on you,
that have made their
home in you,
that go with you
even to the
Standing with you, Pastor Robyn

Blessing in the Chaos —Jan Richardson
holy places
but will not
let you rest,
will not let you
hear your life
with wholeness
or feel the grace
that fashioned you.
Let what distracts you
cease.
Let what divides you
cease.
Let there come an end
to what diminishes
and demeans,

and let depart
all that keeps you
in its cage.
Let there be
an opening
into the quiet
that lies beneath
the chaos,
where you find
the peace
you did not think
possible
and see what shimmers
within the storm.

Wakonda COVID Re-Opening Stages:
A guiding document in ways to be the church, today. *
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.
We are currently still in Phase 2, and hope to move into Phase 3 and small groups very soon!
PHASE 1

•
•
•
•
•

We are an Online-First Community. Worship, fellowship groups, Bible study, and Christian education
being done virtually
Elder Community of Caring groups reach out to all members through phone calls, mail, & emails
Building only used by staff: Office hours M-Th 9am-noon.
Care for our neighbors through donations to partner agencies
No weddings or funerals in the building. Both can be done through zoom, Pastor can lead in people’s
homes or graveside for 10 or less people

PHASE 2 (After Iowa Dept. of Public Health consecutive days of lowering or stable positive cases based on percentage of tests
given)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Worship & fellowship groups & Christian education remain digital
Worship can be live streamed from the sanctuary by staff
Building only used by staff: Office hours M-Th 9am-noon.
Health & Membership Committees begin compiling and assigning small groups of 15 or less to gather when
we reach Phase 3.
New cleaning/sanitation procedures put in place
Socially distant with masks and less than 20 people funerals in home or Church Sanctuary.
- Funerals need to utilize front door, limited bathrooms on the ground floor, in an as needed basis.
- Need to allow 48 hours between any Sanctuary use.

PHASE 3 (After Iowa Dept. of Public Health further consecutive days of lowering or stable positive cases based on percentage
of tests given)

•
•

•
•
•
•

Staff can work from home or office as needed
Open up first level entrances:
Fellowship Hall and bathrooms for use.
- Sanitation Stations available at doors: Masks & hand sanitizer available for everyone entering the
building:
- Small groups could gather (this would exclude those who are medically at risk) in houses or at
church. All groups continue to maintain social distancing measures and stated grouping numbers
as stated by IDPH.
Consider outdoor social distance community events
Consider offering worship outside socially distant – bring your own communion
Continue cleaning/sanitation procedures
Small weddings and funerals could be considered based upon the current IDPH rates and statistics

PHASE 4 (After Iowa Dept. of Public Health further consecutive days of lowering or stable positive cases based on percentage
of tests given)

•
•
•
•
•

Worship from sanctuary (possibly in smaller groups with multiple services)
Begin again classes & fellowship groups in the church
Consider how we will do singing, communion, offering, etc. in this time
Weddings & funerals could continue as normal while being as safe as possible with current guidelines
Continue cleaning/sanitation procedures

PHASE 5 (Disease is no longer a threat with great treatments/vaccine!)
* Biggest party ever!
COVID Task Force Members: Dave Sharpe, Nancy Koll, Larry Scott, Jill Requist, Jamie Badger, Lisa Wright, Susan Thies,
Robyn Bles
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Tuesday Mornings in August
9:30 Labyrinth Walks. Learn this ancient prayer practice and walk with God through these scary and
difficult times.
10:00 – 11:00 Backyard Chit-Chats. Bring your lawn chair, sit in groups of 5, and chat with Robyn, Bruce,
or Kristen. If groups are full, go enjoy the Labyrinth. We can also come to your front yard if that is easier
for you. Please call the church or email Robyn.
Please lawn chair and face mask. Social Distancing of 6 feet minimum is required.

Small Groups
Don’t forget to get your small group form into the church. We’re getting ready for some awesome
groups this Fall.
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Fall Planning
Like everyone else, we are waiting and watching the case count numbers as we decide what is the
healthiest and safest reopening plans. Trust that we have a firm foundation in God, and a nimble faith to
follow wherever God leads. With these walking tools, we will always be on the right path. Christian
Education will be announcing Fall plans very soon. We appreciate your prayers and flexibility.

Hello Friends,
As we move into autumn during a pandemic, it is a time of brainstorming and creativity for your youth
leaders. While we do not have exact answers for what you can expect for youth group and youth
activities, here are some possibilities of what youth programs may look like:
Virtual Meetings: In the spring, we began meeting virtually on Zoom with our elementary youth meeting
at 5:00 PM and our middle and high school youth meeting at 6:00 PM. We structured our meetings with
check-ins, games, reflections on our current world, scripture, more games, happies and crappies, and a
word of prayer. We even found time for dance breaks. If we are unable to meet in-person for youth
programming, we can plan to meet virtually in a similar fashion to how we met in the spring.
In-Person Meetings: We recognize that in-person meeting is so important to relationship building and
bonding. If it is deemed safe by the Wakonda COVID Task Force, our youth may have the opportunity to
meet in-person. Safety measures such as masks, hand sanitizer, smaller group sizes, and social distancing
will be implemented, if necessary. Our normal practice of having church members bringing food for youth
on Wednesdays may not be possible during a time when sharing food can be dangerous. For safety, we
may ask youth to bring their own food items, or we may change meeting times, so youth no longer eat
during youth groups. As the virus changes, so will our policies, practices, and youth programming.
Please know that the safety and wellbeing of youth, parents and guardians, and staff are
paramount to all decisions made for our youth programs. Our COVID Task Force is meeting regularly
to look at virus numbers and make informed decisions regarding church programming. While we would
much rather meet in person and get going on our back-to-school schedule, we also acknowledge that we
can never be too safe when human lives are at risk.
Our youth and parents/guardians were sent surveys on July 24th, and surveys are due August 1st by 5:00
PM. The goal of the surveys is to get feedback on how our youth and parents/guardians would like to
proceed for our autumn months of youth group and Sunday school. In addition, there are questions
regarding youth programming and youth activities. Your Wakonda youth leaders value the feedback of
ALL parents, guardians, and youth. The more we know the better we can serve our youth in these
unprecedented times.
We have a Christian Education Committee meeting coming up on August 5th where we will analyze
results from the surveys and brainstorm new ways to be church. I will also be available on Tuesdays from
10-11 AM to meet with families and youth in groups of 5 or less because I know relationship building is
the key to any ministry. Please feel free to reach out via email if you are interested in meeting with
me. kristen.alstott@wakondacc.com
Thank you for your flexibility, feedback, and openness as we go through this season of change and
creativity.
Blessings, Kristen
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Preschool Happenings…
Wakonda Preschool has had an unusual spring and a
busy summer. We are in the final stages of making a
return to learn plan for preschool and anticipate
opening, as scheduled, on September 8th.
Although we are opening, things will look much
different. To limit exposure, Parents and adults will not
be allowed in the building. This will be a difficult change
for families, but I am confident that our caring staff
members will successfully make this transition. In
addition, staff will be wearing masks and/or face shields
at all times, students will be wearing masks in
common spaces, and health checks will be done daily
upon arrival. For the first time in several years, we have
changed our class times to accommodate proper
cleaning and sanitizing.
At this time our enrollment is lower than desired, which
is not surprising. To best accommodate families, we are
in the process of gathering information and are
considering expanding our normal hours and/or
providing wrap around childcare for some classes.
We are hoping for a successful school year but know
that there will be challenges along the way. We have
returning staff members that are committed to making
this school year safe and productive. Thank you for all
of your support!

Music Notes…
Hi, everyone!
Well, we as a church are a month into Phase II of
our COVID Task Force's careful plan for
reopening, and I have enjoyed seeing the rest of
the worship staff in person (at safe distances, of
course) during Sunday morning worship. I have
especially enjoyed playing music with Mike
Walag again! I also hope everyone has enjoyed
seeing the inside of the church from home on
Zoom and YouTube.
I definitely want to thank the Task Force for
making this transition a safe one, and I applaud
their decision for us to stay in this phase for a
little while longer than anticipated while we see
an uptick in positive COVID cases. I look forward
to when we can all worship in the same space
again. Until then, please stay well and I look
forward to having you continue to join us online
on Sunday mornings.
All the best, Seth

Jamie

News from your Property Committee
For the most part, the church building and property have been holding their own these past
months. There are some projects that we could use some volunteers in if you want to help!
•
•
•

The small storage shed needs to be overhauled. Volunteers are appreciated.
There are several bushes that need trimmed as some are growing into the telephone wiring.
Volunteers are appreciated.
I am trying to get some quotes to repair the garage roof and parts of the main sanctuary (the area
above the communion prep area) as there has been a leak there that has been patched and is
holding so far. The roofing business must be doing good though as no one has come to give me a
quote yet! This will be something that we will look to do in 2021.

The Property Committee is trying to keep expenses low right now as we all continue through this
pandemic.
Thank you to Kristen and others for the help with our pinwheels in removing and putting back in so that I
can mow. They did look great and we have a wonderful church membership that does reach out to others
in our community as we had many, many pinwheels.
Thanks to all, Gene
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Sunday
2

Monday
3

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Worship Online
9

10

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Worship Online
16

17

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Worship
23

24

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Worship

Tuesday
4

Wednesday
5

9:30 a.m.
Labyrinth Walk
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM

11

12

9:30 a.m.
Labyrinth Walk
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM

18

19

9:30 a.m.
Labyrinth Walk
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM

25

26

9:30 a.m.
Labyrinth Walk
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM

Thursday
6

Friday
7

Saturday
8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

July Outreach Giving

August Birthdays
5 – Max Reckling
13 – Roger Hackbarth
21 – Rich Hein
25 – Kristi McIntosh
28 – Susie Bohlender
30 – Marla Fay

12 - Linda Hawkins
15 – Donna Munsell
22 – Lisa Wright
27 – Velma Duckworth
29 – Dick Myres

DMF $1692
Food Pantry $475
YESS $100
YMCA Housing $100
TOTAL $2367

Prayer Concerns
WCC Congregation:
• Kevin Ridout continues to recover from COVID-19. Continued prayers for him, and Betty.
World Prayers:
• - Medical and Healthcare workers.
• - School administrators, and teachers.
• - Our world, as we see and feel what has been hurting for a long time; and the courage and hope to
reach out to one another.
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