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From the pastor’s desk…
It’s the beginning of November. Before the heavy holiday season could
hit me like a Mack truck. Trying to safeguard from the Election season
that seemed to have no end. I go to the dankest, darkest, dustiest
corner of my basement to find some hope.
Yep, it might be the most 2020 thing I ever did. But in this corner
draped lifeless, now deathly white leaves, begging to be put out of their
misery. The stale dirt cried out in thirst. Yet even in these shadows I
can see the vibrant, verdant bulb beneath it all saying I’m about to do a
new thing.
I’m not what you’d call a gardener. My once black thumb might now be
categorized as a deep forest green; so I’m still new to this whole
“dormancy” thing to bulbs and bringing about life. So at the end of the
summer where we found so much life outdoors, I felt foolish banishing
this plant to the basement. It’s leaves stretched out like a ballet dancer.
It’s rich red blooms brought life to the dingy days of deep winter and
early spring. But this is what it says it needs.
Isolation. Dark. Seclusion. Yep, 2020.

So on that day back in November, when I was wanting, needing,
longing for a little hope, I ended that plants grounding and brought her
back into the light of day. Pruning away the dead leaves. Saturating the parched soil with
water and fertilizer I stood back, half expecting a shoot to spring into action right then and
there.
Isn’t this how we usually feel about January 1st? All the treats and excess of the weeks prior
are put away. Healthy habits restored. Resolutions made. Goals set. But when they don’t
just fall into place, then what?
I watched this little bulb like a mother bird over her next. For weeks I’d check, giving the
bulb a little hugging squeeze (that’s what the youtube expert said to do!) and wait. And
wait. I watered and waited. I sent photos to gardening friends with one word “HELP!” in
the text box.
I’d pretty much given up. My first attempt at a full growing cycle of a house plant seemed
true to my black thumb nature. But the bulb mocked me in how spring green is remained.
Doing nothing, but parading it’s chartreus life like a Christmas sweater, containing the
goodness all to inside.
Pushing it aside, I went about living. Long after I gave up, but couldn’t yet resign myself to
throwing it away, I saw it. One brave little shoot, brilliantly pointing to the sky. We had
done it. It is still nothing more than a tiny shoot, but my friends, it is enough.
As we enter into a new year, a new chapter of this pandemic life, may you trust in the
words of Isaiah, “I am about to do a new thing, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in
the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Is 43:19
Blessings, Pastor Robyn

January Worship
January 3, 2021 Epiphany of our Lord “Home by Another Way,” Matthew 2:1-12
In Exile: The Prophets Greatest Hits
January 10 “Find the Foundation,” Isaiah 45:5-7
January 17 “Plumb the Depths,” Amos 7:7-17
January 24 “Feel it in Your Bones,” Ezekiel 37:1-14
January 31 “Seeds of Peace,” Zechariah 8:1-12

Music Note…
Happy New Year, Wakonda!!
I hope you had a happy, meaningful, and safe holiday season! May this year bring you more joy, love,
and certainly more face-to-face time with your family and friends. I also hope that soon we will be able to
worship together at the church again. Until then, please continue to be safe, as winter and Covid still
present us with very real challenges.
Lastly, by the time you read this I will likely be holding Kathryn's and my new baby. Thank you again for
all the love and support you've shown us throughout this pregnancy. We're thrilled to have this new little
one in our lives!
I look forward to being back in worship soon with our wonderful staff.
Take care, everyone! Seth
A big “Angel Tree” thanks!!
The Wakonda “family” always comes through when needed and this year was no exception. Your
generosity in donating funds for the Angel Tree ministry was overwhelming. In this crazy world we live
in this year, we weren’t sure what to expect, but a total of $1,330 was collected for gifts for the children
(and their caregivers) that were assigned to us. We were able to provide gift cards to each of the 18
children, as well as the caregivers (8 families) who are responsible for each of the families involved. We
can’t “Thank You” enough for your generosity to help make Christmas so much better for those families!
Elaine Conkel & Steve Mohr
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Wakonda Book Club
Our January read is So you want to talk about
race” by teacher and scholar, Dr. Ijeoma Oluo.
In her empathetic and generous approach, Oluo
guides readers of all races through the murky
waters of race beyond the media spotlights,
scapegoating, and finger pointing. In an attempt
to take the taboo out of the ways we are
community with one another, this book, and
generously friendly group of readers, welcomes
us into a deeper conversation on what it means
to be human, together. We hope you’ll join us.
When: 4:00 Tuesdays OR 6:00 Wednesdays
Where: Zoom
Begins: January 12/13

Please email Pastor Robyn
(robyn.bles@wakondacc.com) which group you
wish to attend. Pick up your book at your local
library, audio book, or book store.

January Birthdays
1 Peg Violett, Mabel Mott, Sam Munsell

5- Beth Ornduff

6 -Marlene Rivas, Randy Haberthur

7 Pat Luhrs

8 Lori Lawson

11 Carol Thomason

15 Cathi Hackbarth

18 Jim Becker

21 Evelyn Sharpe

26 Don Shreffler

27 Tiffany Cross

31 Art Munsell
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Sunday
3

Monday
4

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship
10

11

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

Tuesday
5

Wednesday
6

Thursday
7

Friday
8

Saturday
9

10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM
6:00 p.m.
Book Club
13

14

15

16

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM
6:00 p.m.
Book Club
6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group
7:30 p.m.
Board Meeting
20

21

22

23

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM
6:00 p.m.
Book Club
6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group
27

28

29

30

12
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats
4:00 p.m.
Book Club

17

18

19
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats
4:00 p.m.
Book Club

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

24

25

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

26
10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats
4:00 p.m.
Book Club

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM
6:00 p.m.
Book Club
6-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group

December Outreach Giving
DMF $1692

Food Pantry $630

Christmas $ 550

Manna Bags $ 100

Angel Tree $950

Jefferson Families Christmas $807

Alternative Gift Mart $570

Shelter Meals $100

Jefferson Teacher Coffee $213

TOTAL $ 5812
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W.O.C. $200

