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From the pastor’s desk…
I hate spring.
I know it’s not a popular sentiment. I feel as a Pastor I should especially be fond of
spring. New life. Rebirth. Easter. All of that makes theological sense.
But theology can’t beat out dirty snow, sloshy streets, slippery sidewalks, cold rain
and sunny afternoons that just tease our winter worn spirits.
Spring, unlike winter and summer, is more a season of transition. It’s not the warmth
of summer sun; nor the peace of winter stillness. Spring is a fullness all to itself. And
anything that sits betwixt and between two bold things certainly has its work cut out
for itself.
We are not only moving into a season of spring, but we’re doing it in the midst of so
much transition. The one year anniversary of this pandemic time is coming upon us.
The thought of so much lost weighs heavily upon us. The hope of vaccinations and
warmer weather bringing outdoor gatherings brings us an anticipated hope; only it’s
not yet here.
Cries of,
“When can we return to normal?”
“When can we return to church?”
“When can we return to ….”
Fill our conversations and dreams.

As people of faith, we journey every year through the liturgical calendar. Familiar
stories sound differently now layered with this past year’s experiences. We read these stories because they
take us back in time. We read these stories because we are called to return their message to our own time
and experience.
Our very faith is something of turning, returning. Transitioning us into the image of God. Calling us to usher
along the kingdom of God, here on earth.
This means we never fully return to what was, because we are always returning to who God is calling us to be,
right now. With the transition-proof-practices of pausing to see the holy before us, chilling breezes of what if
can blow by, finding another path.
In these past weeks we have begun our limited, In-Person Worship. We started our Young Disciples Baptism
class for two students. Our children and youth groups have returned to alternating evening youth groups.
We’ve partnered with another congregation for our Lenten study and outreach growth. No, none of this looks
like it did before; and yet, we’re not only the church in the midst of it, we might even be finding better ways to
be the church right now. No matter the season, sloshing snow and chilly breezes are no match for a faith
guided by God.
Perhaps you’ll teach me to love Spring.
Blessings,
Pastor Robyn

Easter Lilies
Easter lilies will be out in full force this year. As we gather in our church parking lot for Easter Service,
consider purchasing an Easter lily to help create our outdoor sanctuary. Orders begin Sunday, March 14th.

Upcoming Sermons
Lent: Love Builds Up
March 7 Love Builds Up: Voice Exodus 17:1-7
March 14 Love Builds Up: Gratitude, Psalm 23
March 21 Love Builds Up: Curiosity, John 11:30-45
Holy Week:
March 28 Palm Sunday Love Builds Up: Purpose, Matthew 21:1-11
Possible outdoor service - Easter Sunday Offering
April 1 Maundy Thursday Love Builds Up: Service, John 13:12-17
April 2 Good Friday Love Builds Up: Surrounding Suffering, - DSM area Disciples Service
April 4 Easter Sunday, Outdoor Service, Love Builds Up: Everyone John 20:1-18 - Easter Sunday Offering

Holy Week
We are Easter people, living in a Good Friday world. This Holy Week, we invite you to blend together the joy
of the Easter promise, with the hardships we lovingly face, together.

Palm Sunday
Nothing is going to stop our Palm Sunday parade this year. We just can’t contain this good news that
is coming. Grab a palm, hop into your car, as we create a palm parade throughout Wakonda’s
neighborhood. We’ll have to possibilities, depending upon the weather.
If the weather is nice: Join us for an Outdoor Palm Sunday Service in the church parking lot, at 10:00.
Followed by a palm parade as we leave the parking lot.
If the weather is poor: Join us for an Online Palm Sunday Service. Then, at 2:00, gather in the church
parking lot to pick up our palms, and create the joy of that day as we parade in our cars throughout the
neighborhood.
We will announce the Palm Sunday location Sunday, March 21.
Maundy Thursday & Good Friday will be online worship experiences.
Information will be sent to you as we get closer to this sacred week.
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Sunday
7

Monday
8

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship
14

15

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

Tuesday
9

16

Wednesday
10

Thursday
11

6-7:00 p.m.
Youth Group

2:00 p.m.
Bruce’s Book
Study

17

18

10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats
4:00 p.m.
Book Club

Friday
12

Saturday
13

19

20

26

27

2:00 p.m.
Bruce’s Book
Study
10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM

21

22

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

28 Palm Sunday

29

9:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Hour
10:00 a.m.
Online Worship

23

24

25

10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats
4:00 p.m.
Book Club

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM
6-7:00 p.m.
Youth Group
7:30 p.m.
Board Meeting

2:00 p.m.
Bruce’s Book
Study

30

31

1 Maundy
Thursday

10:00 a.m.
Chit Chats
4:00 p.m.
Book Club

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study via
ZOOM
6-7:00 p.m.
Youth Group

10:00 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt

2 Good Friday

3

2:00 p.m.
Bruce’s Book
Study

February Outreach Giving
DMF $1629

Food Pantry $1260

W.O.C. $1800

Anawim $502

Mana Bags $670

Total $5861
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Music Note…
Hi, everyone!
Lent is here, and I hope it is a holy time for all of you. As a
musician, I've long thought that Lenten hymns are some of
the most moving of all. It makes me think of our choir; I miss
that group more than ever, especially as this Lent marks a
year since we last sang together. I remember picking all
choral music for Lent last February, only to have to put it
back in folders for a later time. And though I still grieve a
year singing with them lost, I do have some good news:
Every Sunday in March we will have a guest soloist sing
during Sunday worship. The soloists, The Daves… Hawkins,
Lund and Lawson, and Sharon Newman, are all choir
members, and I thank them all in advance for
their willingness to sing for us. I hope you enjoy these
Lenten blessings as much as I will.
Meanwhile, please be in good health and stay safe.
Thanks, everyone!
Seth Hedquist

Thank you to Olivia Corey for sharing
the good word with us during
worship. We are SO proud of you,
and we appreciate all you do for
Wakonda and our community! Keep
up the great work.

March Birthdays
1 Morgan Willers

2 Dave Lund, Stu Shepard

3 Jean Williams

4 Isaiah Patty, Kris Fitzgerald

7 Laura Lane

9 Kathie Scott

14 Craig Davisson

15 Birdie Stocker, Noah Worthington

16 Mike Walag, Chris Grieser

18 Margaret Myers

20 Rob Worthington

21 Shirley Gardner

22 Anita Schlenker

23 Virginia Thompson

24 Mackenzie Harvey

25 Lexi Cox

26 Dick Amend

27 Bill Ripperger
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